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No date for Iraq arms control plan 

/ R) r A se "'°. r U - N - said Tuesday he had no 
Tna'* 1 lhC con 'P Iellon of a strict monitoring programme of 

S2?nL^K-“ ,duSUy r u disarmament activities- Chari J Duelfer 
- 5?P DCy ,?l la “ wan °f file U.N. Special Commission /UNSCOMI 
SSSSh? id? S r eap?ns '? dcr ™ Gu,f war ceasefire Yerms. 

M for Iraq's full compliance wi.h 

u.m. weapons demands. I would be reckless to predict when fhif 
programme could in fact be completed " Mr. Duelfcr in Amerira? 
lOkTRniters. Earlier UNSCOM Chaim*, Rolf Ekcus e^ira'S h' 
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Hrawi, Berri in Syria for talks 


BEIRUT (AP) — President Elias Hrawi und Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Bern on Tuesday discmaciJ the Middle East peace process with 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad daring a snap meeting at Mr. Assad * 
hometown in northwest Syria. Mr. Assad, . who was receiving 
condolences for the death of the eldest son in his hometown of 
Korda hah, broke from the mourners to hold private talks with the 
Lebanese leaders. Beirut’s state ran radio reported. The three leaders l 
were joined by Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam. The 
talks lasted for 90 minutes altar which Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Bern 
returned to Beirut, the radio said. The leadership discussed "the’- 
situation in the region and the peace talks.” the radio said. No further - 
details were given. 
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Rabin in Strasbourg 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
left for Strasbourg on Tuesday 
to address the Council of 
Europe on the Middle East 
peace process, officials said 
here. Mr. Rabin, accompanied 
by his diplomatic adviser Jao 

: ques Neaa, was due to return 
to Israel late Wednesday, the 
sources said. 

Hfzboliah leader 
vows attacks 

BEIRUT (AP) — A HizboUah 
leader vowed ro keep fighring 
Israel even if a peace treaty is 
signed and threatened renewed 
attacks against American 
targets, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. Sheikh Sobhi Tufaili, 
who headed the Iranian-back’ 
ed Hizbollah from 1989 to 1991 
and currently leads the move- 
ment’s most radical faction, 
told the independent Al Hayat 
daily his goal was to recover all 

- Arab lands lost to Israel and 
not only a strip it occupies in 
South Lebanon. “We should 
continue resisting our (Israeli) 
enemy despite the objection of 
the Lebanese government, 
eyen if the whole world went 
along with the peace process," 
he was quoted as saying. 

Iran says Swiss 
have lax security 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran ac- 
cused Switzerland Tuesday of 
lax security at Iranian diploma- 
tic missions on its soil following 
a stone-throwing attack on the 
Iranian embassy in Bern, Ira- 
nian media reported. Swiss 
Ambassador Rudolf Weiers- 
muller was summoned to the 
Iranian .Foreign Ministry to 
Tiear a protest over the Mon- 
day attack, Tehran Radio said. 
Iran’s state-run Islamic Repub' 
fe News Agency said Mr. 
Weiersmuller ‘’Deplored the 

vffegdent and nrdmised an m- 

- vfcstigation.” Swiss police de- 
tained two Iranians Monday in 
connection with the incident, 

. which shattered four embassy 
windows. No injuries were re- 
liThe men were released 


iter in the day after they 
confessed to throwing the 
rocks. Tolice refused to iden- 
tify them. 

‘Psychic’ believes he 
stopped Big Ben 

tEL AVIV (AP) — A self- 
proclaimed Israeli psychic 
claims he accidently silenced 
tjbe chimes of Big Ben in Bri- 
tain earlier this week. Uri Gel- 
ler, an Israeli who claims to 
bend spoons, stop clocks and 
read minds, tola journalists 
that he jokingly said Sunday 
'evening that be would like to 



(homing and was amazed to 
bear that indeed it stopped at 
6:20 p.m.," Mr. Gellersaid. “I 
Believe that I caused that.” 
The miraculous act coincided 
with the filming of a scene in a . 
tiiovie about -Mr. Geller's life 
by British director Ken Rus- 
sell. The sedne ' involved the 
actor playing 1 Geller standing 
in front of a large clock whose 
hands were spinning out of 
control. A spokeswoman at the 
Palace of Westminster said 
Sunday that the clock stopped 
at 6:20 p.m. (1820 GMT) and 
was started again by clockmak- 
ers at 9:30 p.m. (2130 GMT). 
Officials said then that they did 
not know what caused the 
dock to stop. 

Klestil separates 
from his wife 

VIENNA (AFP) — Austrian 
President Thomas Klestil, 
whose affair with a close aide 
set off a major political and 
ifcdia debate here, announced 
Tuesday, tbai he was per- 
manently separating from his 
wife. “President Thomas Kles- 
til, 61, attempted during a 
meeting with his wife and 
(three) children to clarify the 
situation, but to his great dis- 
appointment, he reached the 
conclusion that he should per- 
manently separate from his 
Wife and carry out his official 
obligations alone," an official 
communique said. It added 
that Mr. Klestil’s alleged lover, 
Margot Loeffler, 39, had re- 
quested a transfer overseas as 
soon as possible. The com- 
munique said Mr. Klestil was 
sorry about Ms. Loeffler’s de- 
rision and hopes she would 
continue at her post until a 
replacement can be found. 


Jordan wants quick moves, but not 
at expense of comprehensive peace 

King addresses U.S. Jewish leaders in Washington 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
said he wants to “move and 
move rapidly” towards peace 
with Israel, but without aban- 
doning the commitment to a 
settlement that involves the 
other Arab parties to the nego- 
tiations. 

In a meeting in the United 
States with American Jewish 
leaders on Monday, King Hus- 
sein said that Jordan is “mov- 
ing on our own to deal with all 
the problems we have to deal 
with.” 

The leaders of Arab and 
Israeli negotiating teams, 
meanwhile, met Tuesday at 
undisclosed locations, pan of a 
new' format designed to create 
a more relaxed atmosphere 
outside the glare of publicity 
(see story below). 

Israeli negotiators met 
separately with their counter- 
parts from Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and the Palestine Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

When Israeli negotiator 
Elyakim Rubinstein arrived in 
Washington on Monday he 
brought along experts on wa- 


ter, energy, business and the 
environment. Mr. Rubinstein 
was meeting with Jordanian 
Ambassador Fayez Tarawneh. 

Israeli Ambassador Itamar 
Rabinovich and Syrian nego- 
tiator Muwaffaq Al Allaf, who 
met for 90 minutes on Mon- 
day, resumed their discussions. 
Toe Israeli said their first ses- 
sion was “a good meeting in a 
positive atmosphere." 

Saying that he hoped to see 
similar determination in the 
other negotiating tracks, King 
Hussein added that his com- 
mitment to a comprehensive 
peace in the region “does not 
mean that we should wait until 
everybody else deals with their 
problems." 

“We are not tying ourselves 
down to anything except the 
determination to move and 
move rapidly,” he said. 

A Jordanian government 
official said the King's state- 
ment did nor represent any 
backing away from the King- 
dom's commitment not to 
move ahead with a peace trea- 
ty ahead of the Palestinians, 
Lebanon and Syria. 


“We are determined to do 
what we can," said King Hus- 
sein. “But we believe that in 
the interest of old and future 
generations in the region, in 
the interest of the security of 
all the coming generations, we 
have to work for comprehen- 
sive peace.” 

Participants in the meeting 
with King Hussein included the 
American Jewish Committee, 
B’nai B’rith, the National 
Council of Jewish Women, the 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
■and the American Jewish Con- 
gress. 

Asked about the Arab 
boycott of Israel, King Hussein 
said that the aspect of the 
boycott in which Arab coun- 
tries refuse to do business with 
companies that also do busi- 
ness with Israel “is probably on 
the way toward being re- 
moved." 

At the same time he called 
for an end to Israeli restrictions 
on imports into the West Bank 
of products from Jordan. 

Mr. Rubinstein meanwhile 
welcomed King Hussein's com- 
ment that a peace treaty would 


be the “crowning achieve- 
ment” of the peace process. 

* “I hope this statement will 
result in progress at the nego- 
tiations,” Mr. Rubinstein told 
Israeli radio from Washignton. 

“Every positive proposal 
from the King is an encourag- 
ing sign for the negotiations,” 
he added. 

In an earlier meeting with 
Arab ambassadors to the U.S., 
King Hussein stressed the need 
for solidarity among Arab 
countries and collective Arab 
action at a time when the na- 
tion was facing “fateful chal- 
lenges." 

He also called on Arab 
Americans to coordinate their 
efforts and * potentials in 
order to " play an influential 
role in the United States and 
world public opinion. 

“We started to address many 
elements to see what progress 
we can make.” the King said. 
“As far as a peace treaty is 
concerned we feel that it comes 
at the end which is the crown- 
ing achievement of resolving 

(Continued on page 5) 


Self-rule talks resume 
unexpectedly in Cairo 


CAIRO (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
an Israeli delegation was arriv- 
ing-in Cairo on Tuesday night 
to resume talks on imple- 
itientation of Palestinian self- 
rule in areas of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The move was unexpected 
since Israeli and Palestinian 
officials said Monday that 
negotiations would be sus- 
pended until after a second- 
meeting expected this weekend 
between Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

The early resumption of 
talks suggested new proposals 
could be under study to imple- 
ment the accord signed by the 
two sides last September call- 
ing for Israel’s withdrawal 
from Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

An Israeli withdrawal was 
due to take place Dec. 13 
under the accord. However, 
differences over control of 
■crossing points and bow much 
land Israel will cede around 
Jericho have delayed the 
pullout. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking to re- 
porters after a two-hour meet- 
ing with Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, did not give the names 
of the Israeli delegates. But he 
said they had accompanied Mr. 
Peres in his meeting with the 
PLO chief in Oslo, Norway, 
last week. 


When and where the Israeli 
and PLO delegates will meet 
also was not disclosed. The two 
sides Have sought to avoid re- 
porters during their past talks 
in Cairo. 

In Israel, officials at Ben 
Gurion airport said a special 
flight with an Israel delegation 
left for Cairo. The delegation 
was believed to include Yoel 
2nger, a legal adviser to the 
foreign ministry who is playing 
a key role in drafting a with- 
drawal agreement with the 
PLO. 

Mr. Arafat praised Egypt’s 
effort in solving differences be- 
tween Israel and the PLO, the 
latest being a visit by Mr. Musa 
to Israel on Monday in which 
he reportedly carried Palesti- 
nian suggestions to overcome 
the deadlock in the talks. 

Egypt's Middle East Agency 
quoted Mr. Arafat as also 
saying that Mr. Musa brought 
important results from Israel 
ana that the talks in Cairo 
could continue until Friday. 

Mr. Musa told reporters that 
he will take part in the meeting 
between Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Arafat, planned next Saturday 
in Davos, Switzerland. 

He added that during his 
meeting with Mr. Arafat, die 
PLO leader had a telephone 
conversation with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. He 
did not say whether the two 

(Continued on page 5) 


Nothing less than full 
Golan pullout — Allaf 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria will settle for nothing less 
than a total Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, its 
cliief negotiator at MiddfoEasf 
peace talks said Tuesday. 

Muwaffiq ’APXIIaf, quoted 
by the official news agency 
SANA, said his country “re- 
jects any proposals that do not 
provide for its recovery of all 
of the Golan." 

He reaffirmed to his Israeli 
counterpart Itamar Rabinovich 
“the principles of the Syrian 
stand as expressed by Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad ’ at his 
summit on Jan. 16 with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

At the Geneva summit, Mr. 
Assad said for the first time 
that he would consider “nor- 
mal peaceful relations" with 
Israel, as part of a comprehen- 
sive settlement in the Middle 
East. 

In Washington, bilateral 
peace talks between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours continued 
Tuesday, as negotiators met in 
secret locations in hopes that 
removing them from the public 
eye will make room for more 
progress. 

Israeli negotiators met Tues- 
day with representatives of 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestinians, according to a 
source close to the talks. 

Discussions resumed Mon- 
day after a four-month break 
following the signing of a peace 
accord between Israel and the 


Palestine Liberation (PLO) in 
September. 

. The II previous rounds of 
'discussions were held at the 
Stare department, with nego- 
tiators sometimes issuing daily 
statements on what had 
occurred. 

This new round of bilaterals 
has been limited to delegation 
heads, sometimes accompa- 
nied by experts. 

For example, when Israeli 
delegation head Elyakim 
Rubinstein met Monday with 
Jordanian Ambassador Fayez 
Tarawaneh to discuss water, 
evnironmental and energy, 
they were accompanied only 
by experts on these issues. 

Jn discussions with Syria, 
which had been expected to be 
the next breakthrough after 
the dramatic agreement 
reached with the Palestinians 
last year, Mr. Rabinovich told 
Israeli radio after 90 minutes of 
talks with Mr. Allaf only that 
the meeting was held ”in a 
positive and serious atmos- 
phere." 

Israeii-Syrian talks have 
been deadlocked for months 
with Israel demanding that 
Damascus detail its ideas for 
peace before it withdraws its 
rroops from the Golan 
Heights, and Damascus insist- 
ing on a full withdrawal by 
Israel. 

Mr. Rabinovich opened the 

(Continued on page 8) 


Jordan, Iraq to study pipeline to Aqaba 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Iraq 
have agreed to study possibi- 
lities of building an oil pipe- 
line to link Iraq with the port 
of Aqaba after international' 
sanctions on Iraq are lifted, 
an official statement said 
Tuesday. 

The statement, issued by 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Walid 
Asfour to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said the 
agreement to conduct a feasi- 
bility study for the project 
was part of an accord Mr. 
Asfour and his Iraqi counter- 
part Safa Hadi Jawad signed 
{n Baghdad earlier this week. 

The statement did not give 
details of the project except 
that the agreement also in- 
cluded building a refinery at 
Aqaba based on studies on 
Jordan's consumption 
beyond the year 2010. In the 
meantime, Iraqi-supplied oi! 
in excess of Jordanian con- 
sumption would be exported. 

Petra quoted Dr. Asfour as 
saying that the project aimed 
at securing Iraqi oil supplies 
in a “quicker and safer man- 


ner once the sanctions are 
lifted." 

The findings of the feasibil- 
ity study will be submitted to 
the government of the two 
countries for approval, he 
said. 

During his visit to Bagh- 
dad, Dr. Asfour also held 
talks with other senior Iraqi 
officials and attended a meet- 
ing with the energy ministers 
of Egypt, Syria, Iraq and 
Turkey on linking the power 
grids of the five countries in a 
regional network. 

The agreement signed in 
Baghdad by Dr. Asfour and 
Mr. Jawad also renewed an 
arrangement under which 
Jordan will buy four million 
tonnes of crude and fuel oil 
from Iraq during the year 
1994. 

This would roughly mean a 
daily supply of 5G,0ti0 barrels 
of crude oil and 25,000 bar- 
rels of fuel oil —Jordan’s full 
needs of imported energy. 

According to industry 
sources, part of the oil will be 
supplied free of cost and the 
rest at market prices. 

The Iraqi oil supply to Jor- 
dan is exempt from the 
sweeping international sanc- 


tions imposed against Iraq 
following its August 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 

Dr. Asfour also discussed 
with the Iraqi officials possi- 
bilities of exchange of exper- 
tise in oil and mineral ex- 
ploration in cooperation with' 
Jordan's natural resources 
authority and conducting stu- 
diespjqji the Al Risheh gas 
fields near the Jordanian-! ra- 
qi border. 

The Aqaba pipeline pro- 
ject appears to be a dusted- 
off version of a plan Jordan 
and Iraq abandoned in the 
mid-80s after Israel refused 
to provide an international 
undertaking not to attack the 
installation. 

The Israeli refusal, which 
was demanded hy both Jor- 
dan and Iraq, prompted the 
U.S. Eximbank to refuse a 
$350 million loan for the pro- 
ject, which at that time was 
estimated to cost $1 billion. 

The project was considered 
at the height of Iraqi oil 
exports through Aqaba when 
part of the Iraqi oil exporting 
facilities were crippled during 
the I980-S8 Iran-traq war. 

It envisaged laying a 1, 000- 
kilometre long pipeline of 75- 


centimerre diameter from the 
H-3 pumping station in Iraqi 
territory near the border ana 
down south through the de- 
sert to Aqaba. 

The H-3 station was part of 
a pre-1948 pipeline that 
pumped Iraqi oil across Jor- 
dan to the Mediterranean 
port of Haifa in British Pales- 
tine. 

According to industry 
sources, the Iraqi part of the 
pipeline remains largely in- 
tact. Parts of the line in 
Jordanian territory near Maf- 
raq have been destroyed. 

Another project under 
consideration in the late 80s 
was taping an Iraqi pipeline 
with the Saudi oil port of 
Yanbu at midway ana build- 
ing a link with Aoaba. This 

n ' art envisaged the linkage 
audi territory near the 
border with Jordan in the 
south and would have sub- 
stantially reduced the cost 
when compared with the ear- 
lier proposal. 

Officials said the project, 
which at one point appeared 
to have been ml but finalised, 
was no longer under consid- 
eration. 






Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Monday meet 
leaders (Petra wire photo) 


with a group of U.S. Jewish.' 


Government committees to 
probe food, medicine situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernmeni on Tuesday 
announced the formation of 
two ministerial committees to 
investigate the situation of 
food and medicine in the coun- 
try and reaffirmed that the 
executive authority was com- 
mitted to taking whatever 
meassures were necessary to 
rectify the situation. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, quoted Acting "Prime 
Minister Ma'n Abu Nowar as 
saying at a Cabinet session that 
ensuring the safety of food and 
medicine and “preventing 
manipulation or neglect is a 
basic concern of the govern- 
ment, which will not tolerate 
any violations by anyone.” 

Recent comments by Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Maihas 
that laws governing the import 
and distribution of food and 
medicine were violated have to 
be seen as part of an ongoing 
government effort to ensure 
“the maximum degree of 
health and guarantees" of safe- 
ty to the public. Dr. Abu 
Nowar said. 

Dr. Abu Nowar, in com- 
ments carried by Petra, said 
the Cabinet bad set up two 
committees: The first, headed 
by Minister of Supply Radi 
Ibrahim, will review issued re- 
lated to food such as proce- 


dures of imports, transporta- 
tion', storing, distribution and 
pricing. 

The second panel, headed 
by Dr. Maihas, will review the 
process of importing medicine, 
transportation, storing, dis- 
tribution and constant moni- 
toring. 

Both committees will pre- 
sent their findings to the full 
Cabinet. 

During Tuesday's session, 
the Cabinet heard reports from 
Dr. Maihas and Mr. Ibrahim 
on the medicine and food 
situation in the country. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said the 
government was maintaining a 
dose watch over the situation, 
but that there were some 
loopholes resulting from over : 
lapping of functions which 
were being exploited by some 
groups with vested interest 
groups. 

“The government is keen on 
safeguarding the health of its 
people and preventing the im- 
ports of food and drugs which 
are not consistent with national 
or international specifica- 
tions,” Dr. Abu Nowar said. 

“While the government 
appredates the keenness of 
some merchants to safeguard 
the interests of the country and 
people and (the work) of a 
great majority of those work- 


ing in the areas of health, food 
and medicine, it will not keep 
silent or show leniency towards 
any shortcomings, deficiency 
or exploitation or any tamper- 
ing with the safety of food and 
medidne,” Dr. Abu Nowar 
warned. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, prompted by the com- 
ments of Dr. Maihas, made in 
an interview with an Arabic- 
language weekly, is meeting 
today to consider a reauest by 
33 deputies to debate tne food 
and medidne situation. 

Six political parties on Tue$? 
day issued a statement deman- 
ding immediate investigations 
into “cases of corruption" and 
“punishment for those who are 
found guilty of abusing their 
positions to violate the regula- 
tions on food and medicine in 
Jordan." 

The parties called for a pub- 
lic rally to be held in front of 
the Parliament House today to 
register the dtizens' protest 
and demand punishment for 
violators of the food and medi- 
dne regulations. 

Spedfically referring to the 
comments made by the health, 
minister, ibe six leftist parties 
demanded that the prosecutor 
general undertake an inves- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Violations not new, date 
back to years — sources 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Health in 1989 authorised the 
sale of at least 70 food items 
without testing them for safety 
despite the objection of the 
then direcior of the central 
laboratories department at the 
ministry, according to in- 
formed sources and offidai 
documents made available to 
the Jordan Times. 

The sale of the food items, 
which included milk, meat, 
coffee and cheese, were autho- 
rised by a senior laboratory 
offidai in March 1989 after the 
then undersecretary of the 
ministry of healih put the 
laboratories director on an 
administrative leave "in order 
to facilitate work at the labor- 
atories.” the documents re- 
veal. 

The minister of health was 
outside the country at the time 
and the under-secretary asked 
the director to resume her 
duties one day before the 
minister came back, according 
to the documents. 

A few weeks before the food 
items were authorised, the 
director of the food laborator- 
ies had sent the minister of 
health an “urgent" letter in- 
forming him that many of the 

De Lapresle 
to replace Cot 

PARIS (R) — France has 
proposed General Bertrand de 
Lapresle. commander of its 
rapid intervention force, to 
take over as commander of 
U-N. peacekeeping forces in 
former Yugoslavia. Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard said 
Tuesday. He told television he 
wanted Mr. de Lapresle to 
replace French General Jean 
Cot. 


food samples submirted to the 
laboratories were not being 
tested in accordance with 
health regulations, the docu- 
ments reveal. 

The former director, who 
was later transferred to the 
pharmacy and drug control de- 
partment. told tne minister 
that she would not sign any 
reports certifying that food 
items are fit for human con- 
sumption unless proper tests 
had been conducted on them, 
according to the documents. 

In the letter, dated March 
13, 1989. the director told the 
minister that microbial con- 
tamination tests were not being 
conducted on all food samples 
presented to the laboratories 
for testing, but reports certify- 
ing that they were free from 
microbes were being issued, 
according to the documents. 

The documents reveal that 
the director had told the minis- 
.ter all samples submitted for 
testing were “handled on the 
same day and this is an illegal 
and unscientific practice." 

In a second letter to the 
minister dated March 15. 1989, 
the director of the laboratories 
cited specific incidents as evi- 
dence that the proper tests on 
food samples were not being 
conducted, according to the 
documents. 


“(This is an issue) that per- 
tains to the direct health ortfije 
citizen, and I will not sign any 
(authorisation) reports aftef 
my investigation proved chat 
tests werejiot conducted- oh 
(the concerned food items),'* 
the director told the minister', 
according to the documents. 

Sources and documents con- 
firm that the then ministerof 
health commissioned a com; 
mittee to “study the situatiemj 1 
at the laboratories and a nujflr 
her of its staff were subsrf - 
quently transferred. 

According to the documdpfe 
and sources, the staff members 
transferred because they wenj- 
not doing their job property^ 
New employees were hired 
by the laboratory after they 
received training at the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology, according to life 
sources and the documentai' - 
In December 1989, t|jic- 
director of the laboratories 
sent the minister a Iettei;3fr 
which she gave a thorough 
assessment of the situatfpn’ 
there. 

The documents reveal tfaisvt 
she told him sanitary condi- 
tions at the laboratories did hot 
meet the required standards 
and the laboratory was rmj 

(Continued on page 8) - ~ 
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Middle East News 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man says he believes Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad has 
decided to make peace with 
Israel after decades of war. 

But in remarks broadcast by 
Israel Radio from Ankara on 
Tuesday, Mr. Weizman urged 
Mr. Assad to meet Israeli lead- 
ers to try to better understand 
Israeli hopes and expectations. 

Israeli-Syrian peace talks re- 
sumed in Washington on Mon- 
day after a four-month suspen- 
sion. An Israeli official said 
they took place in a ‘'good and 
positive atmosphere." 

Mr. Weizman. on the first 
official visit to Turkey by an 
Israeli president, spoke at a 
dinner on Monday hosted by 
President Suleyman Demirel. 

He offered rare public prase for Mr. 
Assad from a top Israeli 
and sent the Syrian lea'der con- 
dolences on the death of his 
son Basel Assad in a car crash 
on Friday. 

"I believe President Assad 
when he says that he has made 
a strategic decision for peace. I 
believe his sincerity and in- 
tegrity,” said Mr. Weizman, a 
former combat pilot who while 
in government helped forge 
Israel's landmark peace treaty 
with Egypt in 1979. 

“He is a man of honour but 
he has to understand that in 
peace, like in war, one has to 
recognise the mentality of 
one's counterpart," said the- 
69-year-old president whose 
present job is largely ceremo- 


nial. 

Mr. Assad demands the re- 
turn of all of the Golan Heights 
seized by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war. Israel is 
ready to cede some land but 
won't discuss how much until 
Syria commits to what Israel 
calls “foil peace.” 

In Geneva last week, Mr. 
Assad said there could be 
"normal peaceful relations.” 
But Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin faulted him for not 
specifically embracing diplo- 
matic relations, open borders 
and trade. 

“It seems to me that in 
Geneva he (Assad) failed to 
understand the expectations of 
public opinion in Israel," Mr. 
Weizman said. 

“I do hope that in the near 
future he will make a bold 
decision and meet Israelis, 
meet the prime minister, meet 
the foreign minister, talk to 
them, understand them and 
know the spirit of the coun- 
try.” 

Mr. Rabin said Sunday he 
was ready to negotiate peace 
with Mr. Assad anywhere on 
earth and without prior condi- 
tions. 

^*We In our area know the* 
gfifcf and sorrow of burying our 
children, of burying our sons. I 
take this opportunity, Mr. 
President, to send by condo- 
lences to President Assad for 
the loss of his son,” Mr. Weiz- 
man told Mr. Demirel. 

Mr. Rabin said Monday that 
Israel and Syria bad retained 


the military option despite re- 
suming peace talks in Washing- 
ton. 

"From a military viewpoint 
Syria has the option of war. but 
not from a political viewpoint. 
In our military deployments 
Syria remains the number one 
target.” Mr. Rabin told the 
foreign affairs and defence 
committee of the Israeli Knes- 
set (parliament), according to' 
Israeli radio. 

“I don't think disruption of 
the peace process will neces- 
sarily lead to war with Syria, 
but on the other hand I cannot 
say categorically that there 
won't be a war with Syria.” 

Mr. Rabin said he had “no 
doubt” that this year “the fu- 
ture of talks with Syria, and 
perhaps with other Arab par- 
ties will be settled once and for 
all." 

“In present circumstances 
peace must be given a chance," 
he added. 

An Israeli military intelli- 
gence report presented to the 
cabinet Sunday said Syria had 
for now given up its military 
option against Israel, instead 
focusing on rapprochement 
with the. United States, Israel 
Television said. 

The report said Syria wanted 
to get out of the “cycle of war” 
with Israel. 

It also said Israel last year 
achieved strategic superiority 
over is northeastern neighbour,- 
whose army is equipped 
mainly with outdated arms 


from the former Soviet Union. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said earlier he 
expected Israel to sign peace 
agreements this year with all its 
Arab neighbours, adding that 
his forecast was based on re- 
ports from the intelligence ser- 
vices. 

On Sunday Mr. Rabin ruled 
out organising a referendum 
on the Golan Heights until a 
peace accord was reached with 
Syria. 

In his Ankara comments, 
Mr. Weizman said cooperation 
of Israel and Turkey was vital 
for the Middle East, and the 
two countries — together with 
Egypt — could revitalise the 
area. 

“In peace time, Turkey can 
be a bridge between Africa, 
the Middle East,” Asia and 
Europe. 

“The establishment of a true 
peace in the Middle East, the 
end of conflicts, normal rela- 
tions between the countries 
with open borders, free move- 
ment of people and trade, joint 
investments, Syrian planes fer- 
rying tourists to the Ben Gu- 
rion airport, and the (Israeli 
airline) El AI planes similarly 
flying to Damascus are no lon- 
ger distant dreams," the Israeli 
president said. 

Mr. Demirel also hailed the 
progress recorded so for in the 
Middle East peace process, 
which he said was encouraging 
Turkey to carry its efforts for 
regional economic coopera- 
tion. 


Satellite television boom sweeps Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Satellite 
dishes, long regarded with 
suspicion in Iran as instru- 
ments for spreading undesir- 
able western culture, have 
mushroomed on rooftops in 
the Iranian capital. 

After a decade of resistance 
to the reception of Western 
broadcasts and repeated warn- 
ings from the authorities about 
a “cultural onslaught," the 
new technology is making in- 
roads on Iranian society. 

Possession of satellite dis- 
hes, which can receive televi- 
sion broadcasts from Europe, 
the United States and Asia, is' 
officially forbidden in Iran, 
which has sought to wipe out 
all traces of Western culture 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

However, a lucrative under- 
ground trade in satellite equip- 
ment has been flourishing for 
two years, as many middle- 
class Tehranis seek an alterna- 
tive to the strict, puritanical 
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programmes offered by local 
television stations. 

Taking advantage of the au- 
thorities' apparent tolerance, 
thousands of families here 
have opted to spend an esti- 
mated SI, 000 on a dish and 
receiver which enable them to 
"see what goes on in the 
world," in the words of one 
technician. 

Several private companies 
have srarted manufacturing 
dishes and other simple satel- 
lite parts, while the receivers 
are imported clandestinely 
from Gulf Arab states and 
Turkey. 

Faced with the growing 
popularity of satellite equip- 
ment, the authorities have 
been forced to take steps to 
satisfy the population's enter- 
tainment needs, albeit within 
the framework of Islamic 
values. 

The Ministry of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance is planning 
to set np a centre for the 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will tv relatively cold.* cloudy to 
partiv cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered rains, and winds becoming 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly cloudy with a chance of rain, and 
winds will be northerly moderate. 

Min ./Mac. temp. 

Amman 5/11 

Aqaba ' 11/19 

Deserts 4 / J4 

Jordan Valley 10 / 18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 18. Humidity rcadinev 


reception and reproduction of 
“benign" foreign programmes, 
to address the needs of youngs- 
ters and to counter western 

influences. 

• • 0 

Several large dishes have 
been installed on the roof of a 
modern four-storey building in 
Tehran, where a team of spe- 
cialists vet and select program- 
mes transmitted via satellite. 

Some 12 million copies of 
movies and other broadcasts 
deemed to be “healthy" are to 
be put on video and shown to 
the public through 4.000 video 
dubs established throughout 
the country, according to 
newspapers. 

The decision marks a shift 
away from the hardline tactics 
previously employed to pre- 
vent video distribution, and 
the adoption of a more educa- 
tional approach to thwart the 
allegedly “harmful" effects of 
foreign productions. 

Iran’s state television recent- 
ly added a third channel to 


meet the increasing demand 
for variety and lively entertain- 
ment. 

But Iranian Television is still 
bound by tight restrictions and 
its channels are dominated by 
sports, religious programmes, 
sdence documentaries and 
family films with high moral 
overtones. 

The authorities hope ..the 
new video clubs will increase 
choice and serve as a more 
logical and effective weapon in 
the fight against Western cul- 
ture. 

"Technology is now being 
adapted for cultural assaults," 
said a culture ministry official 
this week. “We will have to 
keep up if we want to survive." 

“We will not be able to 
overcome cultural abnormali- 
ties in our society through 
force alone.” said Reza Tagho- 
vi. head of parliament's cultu- 
ral subcommittee. "We need 
to meet the legitimate needs of 
our public by producing attrac- 
tive movies." 
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East German agent links 
Syria to Berlin bombing 




Weizman offers rare praise for Assad 


BERLIN (AP) — A former 
East German espionage agent 
broke* his silence Monday on 
the bombing of a French cultu- 
ral centre and gave testimony 
linking Syria and the interna- 
tional gunman “Carlos” to the 
1983 attack. 

Though East Germany's ties 
to attacks in western Europe 
and to global extremist groups 
have long been documented, 
Helmut Voigt is the first East 
German agent to testify on 
how it was done. 

When Mr. Voigt went on 
trial Jan. 12 on a charge of 
accessory to murder, he denied 
that he had handed over the 24 
kilogrammes of explosives that 
prosecutors say were used in 
the bombing that killed one 
man and injured 23 others. 

But on Monday he gave a 
detailed statement to the Ber- 
lin district court, admitting that 
he had arranged to transfer the 
explosives to Johannes Wein- 
rich, a West German accom- 
plice of the Venezuelan Rich 
Ramirez Sanchez, known as 
Carlos. 

Prosecutors say the explo- 
sives were used in the bombing 
of the Maison de France cultu- 
ral centre on fashionable Kur- 
fuerstendamm Avenue in West 
Berlin on Aug. 23, 1983. 

Mr. Voigt, 51, said he was 
not certain the explosives were 
used in the attack. 

Mr. Voigt was at the time 
head of the section that trained 
and harboured agents for East 
German’s ministry of state 
security, known as the Stasi. 
He was arrested in 1992 in 
Greece, where he was 
living under a false identity, 
and extradited to Germany last 
year. 

He told the court that Mr. 
Weinrich and others responsi- 
ble for the Maison de France 
bombing were under cover 
now in Syria, and that German 
authorities had not made se- 
rious efforts to bring them to 
Germany for trial. 

Mr. Voigt said Hungary’s 
secret service tipped East Ger- 
many that Mr. Weinrich was 
travelling to East Berlin, bear- 


ing a Syrian diplomatic pass- 
port and carrying explosives in 
Syrian diplomatic baggage. 

East German police confis- 
cated the explosives when Mr. 
Weinrich arrived on March 31, 
1983, but did not arrest him 
because they were uncertain 
bow Syria would react and 
because they feared retribution 
from Carlos' Group, Mr. Voigt 
said. 

He said the explosives were 
returned to Mr. Weinrich only 
after several meetings during 
which he promised to store 
them in the Syrian embassy in 
East Berlin and not to use 
them against a third country in 
East Germany. Mr. Voigt said 
a superior had told him to give 
Mr. Weinrich the explosives. 

Though Carlos is believed to 
have carried out other bomb- 
ings against France in 1983 to 
force the French to release 
jailed comrades, Mr. .Weinrich 
told the East Germans Carlos 
had no plans against France 
and intended to concentrate on 
the Palestine conflict, Mr. 
Voigt testified. 

He said Syria gave thorough 
support to the Carlos group, 
and Mr. Weinrich received a 
new Syrian diplomatic passport 
as weH-as false West German 
papers. 

Mr. Voigt’s trial is expected 
to last until March. He could 
receive 15 years imprisonment 
if convicted for accessory to 
murder. Prosecutors say the 
man who placed the bomb at 
the French cultural centre is 
dead, a victim of dvil war in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Voigt led the Stasi's 
“terrorism” section from 1980 
until 1989, when East Ger- 
many collapsed. Prosecutors 
say his operation supplied and 
trained “terrorists" active in 
the West, from the German 
leftist Red Army faction to the 
Japanese Red Army and Mid- 
dle Eastern grops. German 
courts have sent to prison 
numerous Red Army Faction 
members whose false identities 
in east Germany were unco- 
vered after the communist reg- 
ime ended. 


Peace now or hardline 
will rise — - Glick™^" 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
time for. ppace in the Middle 
East is now — otherwise ex- 
tremist groups will continue to 
gain influence. Representative 
Dan Glickman said Monday 
after a visit to the region. 

He is chairman of the Intelli- 
gence Committee in the House 
of Representatives. 

“If it’s not done now, in five 
to 15 years radical Muslim fun- 
damentalists will dominate the 
Arab World," said Mr. Glick- 
man in an interview. “You will 
be in a perpetual state of ter- 
rorism.” 

Mr. Glickman said he is 
generally satisfied with U.S. 
intelligence efforts in the Mid- 
dle East, with the notable ex- 
ception of the extremist 
groups. 

“Our biggest flaw is that our 
human intelligence hasn't been 
able to crack some of the more 
radical elements," he said. 
“It's hard to get people into 
those groups. You have to be 
in 20 years before they trust 
you." 

Talks on Middle East peace 
resumed Monday. 

Although discussions be-- 
tween Israel and Syria have 
stalled, Mr. Glickman said his 
weeklong visit to Israel, Syria, 
Jordan and Egypt convinced 
him that all sides are serious 
about achieving peace. 

For one thing, the fall of the 
Soviet Union has stopped the 
(low of arms to some Arab 
countries, leaving the Israeli 






military muchr stronger post* 
tion. r- 

“The communist help to the 
Arab World is gone," Mr. 
Glickman said. "The Syrians 
known tbey’li never destroy 
Israel. It’s here, it’s a reality." 

Other Arab countries Uke 
Syria also want better relations 
with the United States, he said, 
•for economic reasons. 

Mr. Glickman credited 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak with being the "driv- 
ing, catalytic force" that will 
bring all sides together, 

“He's done a lot to give the 
Israelis confidence that their 
security isn't being 
threatened," he said. 

Of particular concern to 
U.S. intelligence is the influ- 
ence of Islamic groups such as 
Hizbollah, which Mr. Glick- 
man said would try to derail 
the talks if possible. 

‘They're going to do every- 
thing they can to disrupt the 
peace process," he said. “This 
is a move for raw power in that 
part of the world. They are 
having some success." 

All sides are looking to the 
United States to help broker 
the peace, Mr. Glickman 
added, but there is no talk of 
U.S. ground troops. 

“America is viewed as the 
only entity in the world that 
can have any role in securing 
and guaranteeing this peace," 
he said. "Wc obviously have a 
great stake in securing the 
peace.” 
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Rabin meets noisy opposition in youth raljy ^ 

^demonstration here late Monday, police wl/ 

r/was jjeid for questioning alter the incident daring* . 
man was nei 4 re | ig f ous youth movement Hetozmi 

faforuMlem^ozens of young demons! dgo^dbasM^' 
Rabin from the moment he arrived for the “ eetl ^ sb ^%: 

and “we shall never move 
('Heights) " Despite the intervention of Mayor Ehud Otmeif^ 
the Israeli premier was then interrupted several tunes Mgg; 
Ss S from the opposition Likud group^fao a^eaWo- 
vain^several times for calm, police said. There have been* 
freauent riaht-wing demonstrations against Rabm since he r 
EStf* hand of Yasser Arafat in Wellington on iSept.13 
after the signing of an accord on hunted Palestinian seif-rulero . 
S^lsrae Spied Gaza Strip and the Wot Bat* town*, 
Jericho The demonstrations have also denounced recent 
moves by the Israeli government ^ptmg 
making territorial concessions in ibe Golan Heights to thc. s ] 

Syrians. “ *- 

Rebels kidnap mayor in southeast Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Rebel Kurds killed three people and; 
kidnapped seven, including a local mayor, when they; 
ambushed two minibuses in Turkey’s troubled wutheast on 
Monday, Anatolia news agency reported. Turkish i government: 
troops killed two Kurdish militants in separate clashes m the 
region, the agency added. Militants of tne Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) abducted Karakoyunlu Mayor Ramazan Hosha- - 
ber, his driver and five unidentified people at a roadblock 10. 
kilometres from the town centre in Igdir provinas, Anatolia 
said. Earlier a guard and two women were killed and seven; 
passengers were injured when PKK guerrillas raked the * 
minibuses with rifle fire at another read-block. One of the-, 
guerrillas was shot dead by armed guards on die bus, the J 
agency added. Tne agency said security forces killed one more ■ 
PKK militant in a clash in diyarbakir province. Over 10,000 • 
people have died since the separatist PKK began its fight (br- 
an independent state in 1984. 

N. Korea, Iran sign yisa waiver for diplomats^. 

TOKYO (AFP) — North Korea and Iran have agreed to 
waive visa requirements for diplomats visiting each other’s ‘ 
country, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) sa£d_- 
Tuesday. The agreement was signed in Pyongyang Monday in ' 
a ceremony attended by North Korean Vice Foreign Minister 
Jo Kyu-Il and his Iranian counterpart, Manoushebr Mottaki, 
according to the official news agency monitored here. Iran; 
maintains diplomatic ties with the two Koreas bat in recent ! 
years has expanded military cooperation with the hardline - 
state in the north. According to U.S. intelligence reports, 
Pyongyang has supplied Scud-type rockets to Tehran. Iran and 
North Korea signed a protocol on military cooperation in 
November 1990. ' ' - 

Ghali recommends lending U^iFBL mandate 

UNITED NA TION S (AFP) — The U.N. Interim Force in . 
Lebanon (UNIFTL) should stay another six months ‘at the., 
request of the Lebanese government, the U.N. secretary - 
general said in a report released Monday. The troops’ 7 
mandate should be extended until July 31, Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said. The U.N. Security Council is to consider- , 
the issue this week. Western diplomats said. U.N. troops have H 
gjfcten .■statidhSd in.'Cebahoh^sihce,. ]9l&. Then? .are currently;; 
c.iiKwne ,5,200 members in the force’, 'wnrch. was due. to. leave a£3 
• the end of the month. Dr. Ghali said he hoped tfoe force coulft: 
be reduced by July, proving' theHTls^rogress in tlie.Middie ' 
East peace process. 

Ship caught wdh rocket fuel for Iraq - 

BONN (R) — A chemical used in missile fuel has been.- 
intercepted on its way to Iraq in defiance of United Nations.' 
sanctions, the German government said. Intelligence tip-offs 
led German and Saudi inspectors to the consignment on board - 
the German-registered freighter “Asian Senator", docked in 
Jeddah on its wav from Hong Kong to Beirut, a government 
spokesman Dieter Vogel told reporters. “We have been told by 
experts that chemical was destined for Iraq via Beirut,” he 
sa id, "T here were clear indications that the substance was * 
appropriate for and destined to be used for such purposes (as 
rocket fuel) in Iraq.” The chemiczl, ammonium perchlorate, ; 
was m over 100 barrels and came from the Chinese port of 
Hung ru, although it was not known where it was manufac- 
tured. Accompanying documents listed it os a different, 
harmless substance. It was corticated after the search on Dec. - 
28. Mr. Vogel said there were no plans to take legal action \ 
against the shipper since the government believed it was a 
reputable firm ans. had been duped. He said China had also 
denied any knowledge of the shipment but had agreed to take; ' 
the consignment beck. Iraq has been subject to U.N. 
economic sanctions since invading Kuwait in August 1990. 

Their removal is tied to a number of conditions including the 

recognition of Kuwait and agreement to U.N. monitoring to : 
ensure Iraq has renounced weapons of mass destruction; ' 

Police round up c^eged PKK collectors 

MARSEILLE IAFP; len alleged supporters of the. 
Kurdish Labour Parly (PKK) were arrested here on Tuesday ^ 
f,,n *( or ,,v gratia organisation, - 
Iri n . n ,Sl, ,n UTk f ■ Po ' ,ce * induJ »ng officers from an , 
?hi- V V C u nuI ,bc T ccp Stowing the arrest of . 

15 d ncnv ‘?f ,,n Monday. Police, who ' : 
“n ™ ! , ^ K 'V ,f,hc . te I n - N ‘ i,d lh <-- contributors were 
nmni v " >S olunl;,r - - ’ M, ’ l “ ncc often used to get the 
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'old temperatures 
xpected to continue 


AMMAN (J.T-) — The De- 
partment of Meteorology 
Monday said the cold front 


affecting the Kingdom will 
continue, through Wednesday 
morning bringing heavy rains 
ro some parts of the country. 

It is expected to taper off 
Thursday with moderate 
weather throughout the day 
and early Friday, according to 
department director Alt 
Abanda. 

Friday afternoon and even- 
ing will bring colder weather 
and heavier rains are expected 
Saturday and Sunday with 
probable snowfall in the high 
mountains areas. Dr. Abanda 
told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday. 

The rains that fell in the 
southern regions registered 
above the annual average rain- 
fall, according to the Ministry 


of Agriculture. Jamil Jaafreh. 
director of the Agriculture De- 
partment in the southern Jor- 
dan Valley said the rains this 
week benefited vegetable 
crops particularly tomatoes 
which are to be exported to 
other countries. 

The rains also helped to eli- 
minate pests such as common 
flies and those which cause 
damage to tomatoes and 
beans. Mr. Jaafreh said. 

He called on fanners to 
spray their crops after temper- 
ature rise slightly and the rains 
stop. 

Mr. Jaafreh said the absence 
frost this year helped the crops 
to grow in abundance. 

He expected the current 
agricultural season in the 
southern Jordan Valley to be 
one of the best in years. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan to host Euro-Arab seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, a three-day 
symposium on Euro-Arab cooperation in the field of energy 
will be held here on Feb. 6, according to Secretary General of 
of the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Abdul 
Wahab ZuTsi, who is also chairman of rhe organising commit- 
tee. The symposium is organfced by the European Union (EU) 
in cooperation with the ministry. Higher Council for Science 
and Technology and the Economic Soria! Commission of 
Western Asia (ESCWA). The symposium seeks to bolster 
scopes of cooperation between the Arab World and the EU in 
the field of energy. Taking part in the symposium will be 
several ministers and secretary generals, as well as experts 
from Egypt. Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan and the EU. A 
total of l20 researchers and experts are expected to take part 
in drafting a future plan of cooperation. 


Sports medicine centre approved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers Tuesday 
announced its approval of the establishment of an advanced 
sports medicine centre at the cost of JD 250,000. The centre 
would deal with sportsmen’s injuries, offer advice on the 
prevention of disabilities resulting from sports activities and 
injuries and other services. The Cabinet said that the centre 
would be joint venture to be carried out by the ministries of 
youth and health. 

Gharaibeh, British officials discuss 
scholarships 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lfaiversity of Jordan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh Tuesday discussed with a visiting delegation from 
the British Agency for.Overseas Development the question of 
sending ^Jordanian students pn scholarships to Tine United 
Kingdom for post graduate' studies. The discussion also 
covered bilateral cooperation in scientific .and academic fields. 

iOB grants JD 2.633m in loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 1 
Tuesday announced its consent to grant 22 loans together 
worth JD 2.363 million, to finance industrial projects. The 
bank said that the loans would finance the purchase of primary 
products and machinery as well as the construction of factories 
and the purchase of land for the purpose. The projects 




home appliances, kitchen utensils and garments. 

lATAhead due 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director general of the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) is due here Wednesday on 
two-day visit to Jordan. He will meet with Adli Dajani. 
secretary general of the Arab Air Carriers Organisation, 
Ahmad Jweiber, director of the Civil Aviation Authority in 
Jordan and Mahmoud Balqaz, chief executive officer of Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national air carrier. Discussions will cover 
world air transport issues. 

Conference on environment ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — An environmental conference held under 
the motto "Towards an environmental economy” concluded at 
Forte Grand Hotel in Amman Tuesday. The conference in 
which American, German and Jordanian experts participated, 
discussed , over a two-day period, several issues related to the 
shift towards an environmental economy. In the first session of 
the conference Jordan’s Maher Abu Taleb presented a 
working paper entitled "Shifting from industrial economy to 
environmental economy.” Another paper was presented by a 
member of the European Parliament on "the development of 
environmental ly-safe products in the world.” Other papeis 
■■»ere presented by Mohammad Shaibar of the Higher Council 
of Science and Technology on the use of natural resources and 
recycling the council’s Talal AJ Akasheh on the protection of 
natural resources and an American expert on environmental 
legislations and policies in the U.S. The Royal Scientific 
Society's (RSS) Rizq Al Taani reviewed in his working paper 
alternative energy resources and Suleiman Al Hiyard and 
Suba Al Qusous of the Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
dealt with the uses of natural gas to generating electricity. 

Exporters group plans seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Exporters Society 
Wednesday hold a seminar entitled "The Chances of Jorda- 
nian Products in the Markets of Kazakhstan Republic. 
Participants in the seminar will discuss issues pertaining to 
encouraging Jordanians experts to Kazakhstan, investment 
policies tariffs and exchange rates in the former Soviet 
republic. 

JTC head, Canadian businessman meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Vocational Training Corporation (VTC) 
Director Genera! Ahmad Atwan met here Tue^ay wih a 
member of the Canada Arab Busing : Owned who is 
currently visiting Jordan. Discussion covered cooperation 

iKtwcen Canada and Jordan in the . fie, ^ v ^ c ??? n ! '! ‘“"and 
transfer of modem Canadtan technoto^inth^ regard and 
despatching of Jordanian on scholarships to Uinaaa. 

China trade team to arrive 

AMMAN (Petra) — A high-level trade delegation from China 
is duehere on Feb. 2 to open trade rate with f ffiaisand 
businesspersons. During the several-day visit. the Ounese 

for launching joint ventures and increasing exchanges o 
by businesspersons, according to the source. 


Consumer protection group supports Malhas 

Establishment of independent regulating body urged 


By Ian Ataila 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Mohammad 
Obeidai, president of the 
National Consumer Protec- 
tion Society (NCPS), came 
out strongly in support of 
Minister or Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas who Iasi week 
raised public concern over 
the quality of food and medi- 
cines imported into the 
Kingdom. 

"We cannot overempha- 
sise the positive results and 
the debate which (he minis- 
ter’s comments have pro- 
duced. especially as he is the 
first authority for protecting 
che health and safety of the 
Jordanian citizen." Mr. 
Obeidar said at a press con- 
ference Tuesday. 

"Despite the obvious up- 
roar which the statements 


have caused, we strongly 
urge that this issue should not 
simply pass by us without 
benefit to the public." 

Mr. Obeidar called for re- 
forming and strengthening 
existing regulations gov- 
erning food and medicines in 
Jordan and additional work 
to guarantee full availability 
of medicines to patients at 
honest prices. 

Most importantly, the 
NCPS called for the estab- 
lishment of a fully indepen- 
dent and unified food and 
drug regulation administra- 
tion to regulate and perform 
surveillance and control test- 
ing on food and medicines 
available to the public. 

"It should be an indepen- 
dent department, fully-equip- 
ped with its own laboratories 
and investigative powers, and 
having its own hodyof law. 


preferably under the direc- 
tion of the Prime Ministry or 
Parliament.” Mr. Obeidnt 
said. 

The Jordanian Panel of 
Supply Policy, in a general 
announcement of its own, 
said "there continues to exist 
the problem of multiple par- 
ties being present which are 
involved in the overall re- 
sponsibility for supervision 
and quality control surveill- 
ance of food substances, and 
the consumer is the person 
who pays the final price for 
this lack of unity (of food 
regulation departments in 
Jordan) and the interference 
which is present in the car- 
rying out of their responsibili- 
ties.” 

Mr. Obeidai said the 
NCPS was calling for "a spe- 
cial panel to be set up. as 


soon as possible, to investi- 
gate” Dr. Malhas’s allega- 
tions. "preferably in the com- 
ing days.” He added that the 
NCPS’ was officially request- 
ing to be a member of the 
proposed panel. 

In response to criticisms 
that the NCPS itself had been 
lax in bringing such alleged 
problems to the attention of 
the public earlier, Mr. 
Obeidat replied: "We have 
never, at anv time, hidden 
from the public any informa- 
tion (regarding such issues) 
that have come to our atten- 
tion.” 

Mr. Obeidat and Abdul 
Fatah Keilani, the NCPS 
secretary -treasurer, said that 
what had hampered the soci- 
ety in the past and continued 
to do so was that it had no 
real and effective investiga- 


tive poweis of Us own and no 
laboratories, and in general it 
had to wait for someone to 
come forward on their own 
with a complaint supported 
by reliable evidence, before 
conducting any inquiry. 

Mr. Obeidat strongly re- 
futed that the NCPS hatf ever 
come under any covert or 
illicit pressure from any party 
to cancel or conceal a com- 
plaint, although "naturally, 
in the line of performing our 
duties, we have received 
harsh words or insults at 
times.” 

A member of the NCPS 
who spoke to the Jordan 
Times after the press confer- 
ence, agreed that the NCPS 
was desperately lacking au- 
thority to conduct its own 
independent investigations. 

“We have no independent 


sources and eves of our own 
to look for us inside the 
system," the NCPS member. 

who preferred anonymity, 
said. 

He was pessimistic that any 
effective changes would 
occur soon. 

“New laws u-ill help to 
improve the situation, but 
they are only 10 per cent of 
the overall problem. Ninety 
per cent of it is in the inhe- 
rent system and power struc- 
ture itself, and that will not 
be changed easily, what- 
soever.” ” 

”1 expect that any bonafidc 
improvements in the system 
would take 10 to 15 years or 
more. The fact is that the 
people who benefit from cor- 
ruption in this case are stron- 
ger than those who are 
harmed bv it." 


Jordan copes well with financial burdens 


report 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has man- 
aged well in coping with the 
financial burdens imposed on it 
as a result of heavy foreign 
debts and the severe blows its 
economy suffered as a result of 
the August 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait, a U.N. srudy re- 
ports. 

The study, prepared by the 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) as part of an assess- 
ment of the U.N. agency’s 
member countries, estimated 
that the total debt of ESCWA 
member states stood at around 
$180 billion at the end of 1992, 
u^by nearly 15 per cent over 

"The significant increase is 
attributed to the rise in bor- 
rowing by the (Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council — GCC) coun- 
tries.” said a summary of the 
report, a copy of which was 
made available to the Jordan 


Times. 

Egypt. Saudi Arabia, Iraq 
and Kuwait accounted for the 
bulk of the external debt, it 
said, noting: "While the exter- 
nal debt does not represent a 
major financial burden on the 
GCC countries, as they can 
drain on their still substantial 
foreign reserves to service it. 
the externa! debt of other 
ESCWA countries, in contrast, 
represents a heavy liability, 
given their limited capacity for 
repayment and servicing.” 

In the case of non-oil pro- 
ducing Jordan, the report said 
tht the Kingdom’s external 
debts doubled” during the 1986- 
1992 period, but rescheduling 
arrangements made between 
1989 and 1992. and its ability to 
reduce the burden by around 
$2 billion — by repaying some 
and cancelling contracted but 
undisbursed loans — had 
earned it “an accommodating 
stance on the part of its credi- 
tors.” 


The report noted that Jor- 
dan's external debts had drop- 
ped to around 15U per cent of 
its gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 1992 compared with 
22U per cent in 1991. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from' the report: 

In 1992, Jordan completed 
the rescheduling of its bilateral 
and multilateral debt (Paris 
Club), estimated at around 
$5.5 billion. The rescheduling 
arrangements included the ex- 
tension of debt repayment over 
periods of between 10 and 30 
years, with grace periods of 
between five and ten years. 

The approach of the London 
Club (commercial debt) was 
initially in marked contrast to 
the receptive approach of the 
Paris Club, owing mainly to 
the suspension of~ commercial 
debt repayments bv Jordan in 
early 1991. 

However, following the re- 
sumption of debt repayments 
and clearance of debt arrears 
in late 1991 . Jordan was able to 
conclude arrangements with 



the London Club. 

The Paris Club rescheduling 
of Jordan's long-term debt re- 
sulted in an improvement in 
the country’s debt service 
ratio, which dropped from 25.6 
per cent in 1990 to 20.9 per 
cent in 1991. The ratio is esti- 
mated to have dropped further 
to around 16.7 per cent in 
1992. 

In 1991, around 73 percent 
of Jordan's external aebr was 
long-term of which 45 per cent 
were concessional, up by six 
per cent over the preceding 
two years, and indicating the 
significant soft-term nature of 
Jordan's external debt. Like 
Egypt, most of Jordan’s credi- 
tors have been OECD coun- 
tries and financial markets. 
Whereas no significant change 
occurred in Jordan's long-term 
debt to Arab countries (de- 
fined as bilateral and Arab 
development finance institu- 
tions debt) since 1983. increas- 
ing from $516 million in 1983 
ro only $566 million in 1991, 
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debt to Central and Eastern 
European countries increased 
from $235 million to $627 mil- 
lion over the same period. 

Of this debt, around $570 
• million are owed to the former 
Soviet Llnion whose successor, 
the Russian Federation, 
agreed in late 1992 that Jordan 
repay its debt partly in cash 
and partly in kind. 

While the GCC-eoumries 
were able to drawn on their 
foreign reserves and could 
easily resort to domestic debt 
instruments to finance the 
budget deficit, other ESCWA 
countries, especially Jordan 
and Yemen, found it in- 
creasingly difficult to finance 
the budget deficits, especially 
as financial assistance from the 
GCC-countries ceased due to 
the position taken by the two 
countries during the Gulf 
crisis. 

While Jordan responded 
with reforming its taxation sys- 
tem to increase domestic re- 


venues. the Republic of Ye- 
men. lacking in taxation base 
and instruments, resorted to 
borrowing from the Central 
Bank, thus leading to a further 
rise in the rate of inflation, 
estimated to have stood at 
around 55 per cent in JW2. 

Most ESCWA-non-GCC 
countries continued their pri- 
vatisation efforts. While delay s 
have been experienced in im- 
plementing the privatisation 
programme. Egypt h3S com- 
pleted its monetary reform 
programme as agreed upon 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF). Syria intro- 
duced an investment promo- 
tion law in 1991 to encourage 
investment activities of the pri- 
vate domestic as well as foreign 
sector. Iraq issued licences for 
three private commercial 
banks and one investment 
bank and inaugurated a stock 
market to trade in shares of 
these banks and other institu- 
tions. 


-.xcavations m upper z,ar 
valley reveal occupation 
from Bronze Ages 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ Art exhibition by Syrian artist Yasser Hammoud at 
Baiadna Art Gallery (Wasfi Al Tal Street). 

tV Exhib ition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat Al 
Fonun of the Abdul Hamecd Shoman Foundation. Also 
showing the "permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (Tel. 643251/2) 

•Hr Art exhibition by artist R^ja' Abu Ghazaleh and Moham- 
mad Al Jalous at the Jordan Writers Association. 

* Art exhibition by artist Makram Khaghandouqah at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

it Art exhibition by artist Omar Al Basoul al the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition on the art of architecture at Ihe French Cultural 
Centre. 

it Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists al 
Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 

it A one-hour programme featuring a condensation of the most 
popular games of the week with play-by-play announcement 
at the American Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

it Concert at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art at 7 :00 
p.m. 

DRAMA 

if Drama in Arabic entitled “The Question" al the Royal 
Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.). 


Haya centre 
to offer more 
children’s 
programmes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Haya 
Arts Centre has prepared a 
children’s cultural educational 
and artistic programme for the 
current second" school term, 
according to Nabih Rival, the 
centre’s director. Mr. Rival 
said private and public schools 
would benefit from these prog- 
rammes which are designed to 
provide children with skills in 
sports and sciences and in- 
crease their general know- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An ftalutn 
team of archaeologists led by 
Gaetano Palumbo of the Uni- 
versity of Rome has conducted 
a project in the upper Zarqa 
valley, near the village of 
Sukhne. 

The project aims at under 1 - 
standing the relationship be- 
tween nomads and sedentary 
people during different 
periods, from the third millen- 
nium B.C. to modern times, 
according to a Department of 
Antiquities press release Mon- 
day. This is achieved through 
the identification and study of 
different types of archaeologic- 
al sites. 

The situation in the upper 
Zarqa basin is ideal for this 
kind of research, since little 
vegetation cover allows good 
ground visibility as well as 
from aerial photos. 

The concentration of sites in 
this area is also particularly 
high, since the presence of 
permanent sources of water, 
such as Seil Zarqa and- Wadi 
Dhuleil attracted people as 
early as during the most 
ancient periods' of human 
occupation in Jordan. 

The excavations conducted 
by the Italian team at Jebel 
Reheil, a site dated to 2900- 
2200 B.C., revealed the pre- 
sence of complex fortification 
systems and at least two phases 
of occupation, one of the Early 
Bronze III period (2900-2700 
B.C. ca.) and the other of the 
Early Bronze IV, 500 years 
after the first occupation. 

In one of the trenches the 
archaeologists identified a 
courtyard area with two ovens 
still containing large quantities 
of carbonised seeds, mainly 


wheat and perhaps barley, in- between 2900 and HW B.C.; a 

cheating the presence of a Roman military camp on a 

flourishing agricultural com- strategic position along the 

m unity which was perhaps also Zarqa" River and a series of 

involved in long-distance trade early and middle Islamic vil- 

since a copper ingot was found lages. in an excellent state of 

in one or the trenches. preservation. 

A survey conducted in the _ Sites which are often not 


vicinity of Jebel Reheil led to ' 
the identification of 218 pre- 
viously unrecorded archaeolo- 
gical sites in an area where 
earlier archaeological work 
had identified only 35 sites. 

The sites are mainly tumuli 
(ancient burial mounds or bar- 
rows) and tombs of different 
periods, built on hilltops, but 
there are also some sites of 
potential scientific importance 
dated to different periods such 
as Lower Paleolirhic sites 
dated to over 500,000 years 
ago: a large Neolithic village 
8,000 years old, a period when 
pottery started to be produced 
and agriculture became the 
major source of food supply, 
several fbrtified towns dated 


properly considered during an 
archaeological project, such as 
traditional" villages and recent 
bedouin camps were also re- 
corded, in order to collect a 
complete record of human 
occupation and land use of this 
fertile but semi-arid area at the 
edge of the desert. 

The Italian Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs and the National 
Research Council of Italy pro- 
vide grants for the fieldwork, 
and the project also received 
generous support and help 
from the Department of Anti- 
quities and rhe American Cen- 
tre of Oriental Research 
(ACOR). and the encourage- 
ment and assistance of the Ita- 
lian embassy in Amman. 


§£" international Community School 

^ (The British Curriculum Schwl in Amman) 

The International Community School, in Khiida, re- 
quires a primary teacher for September 1994. The 
successful applicant must have full British, or equiva- 
lent, teaching qualifications and preferably have work- 
ing knowledge of the U.K. national curriculum. In- 
terested candidates are requested ro contact the 
school office for further details and application form 
which should be returned to ICS as soon as possible 

Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


ARAMEX 

seeks 

Accountants 
with experience in 
Cargo Operations 
Internal Audit (pref w/ CIAJ 
Budgeting 

min. 3 years experience 
University Graduate 
Fluent English and Arabic 
Strong communication skills 
Flexible, energetic team player 

Please send c.v. and cover letter to: 
GSO Human Resources 
P.O. Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 

No phone calls, please. 
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Disturbing idleness 

FOR MORE than two years now the chapter of genocide 
and war crimes has continued in Bosnia. The western 
powers alone command the necessary tools to put an end 
to the chain of crimes against humanity committed there, 
principally by the Serbs. But western countries are still 
at loggerheads with one another as to what should be 
dope in order to end the fighting. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton made the crisis in former Yugoslavia one of his 
key campaign issues by repeatedly criticising former 
U.S. President George Bush and other western leaders 
for their inaction in the face of the untold atrocities in 
Bosnia. President Clinton has yet to deliver on his 
pledges and has so far refrained from using effective U.S. 
dont to end the tragedies that have afflicted the Bosnian 
people. 

Sensing this indecisive American stance, the other 
western powers saw no reason to take any Initiative or 
action on their own. Several high-ranking* U.S. officials 
have resigned out of sheer disgust with their govern- 
ment's ignominious stand. However, the Clinton admi- 
nistration has belatedly been making new noise about the 
need to make air strikes against Serb forces that are 
mercilessly bombarding Sarajevo and other Muslim 
enclaves in a bid to make them accept the results of the 
two-year-old Serbian aggression. Several NATO meet- 
ings were devoted to the subject of how to deal effectively 
with Serbian war record but nothing concrete has come 
out of those meetings. Now it seems that Paris and 
Washington are at odds over what to do next, after 
repeated, unfulfilled western threats to resort to air 
strikes against Serbian heavy gunners. 

It is now reported that France favours an imposed 
settlement, while Washington seems to resist this call 
without a meaningful alternative, like lifting the ban on 
arming the defenseless Muslim Bosnians. It is utterly 
unacceptable to imposj; a ban on arms to all factions in 
rump Yugoslavia wj^hout differential treatment of 
aggressors and victims. 

What makes the matter even more complicated is the 
U.N. reluctance to authorise NATO’s decision to carry 
air strikes against Serb forces. U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali is reported to have denied that there has 
ever been a call for air strikes by U.N. peacekeeping 
commanders. Meanwhile, the western powers maintain 
that only the U.N. can authorise air strikes. The 
replacement of General Jean Cot, the commander of all 
U.N. forces in former Yugoslavia, and his aide, General 
Francis Briquement, highlight the growing differences 
between U.N. commanders and the U.N. secretary 
general. General Cot has charged of Monday that Mr. 
Ghali who has refused to allow air strikes and not the 
other way round. 

The picture that emerges therefore from the battle- 
field. the U.N. headquarters and the western capitals is 
something that is most disturbing. The Muslim countries 
have also to be blamed. There record on the Bosnian 
situation has been more rhetorical than anything else. If 
the international community sensed that the Islamic 
World did not sit idle by in the face of the open atrocities 
being perpetrated against their fellow Muslims in Bosnia, 
Washington, Paris, London and all the other important 
centres of power in the world would most likely sing 
another tune. 


AB ABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’i daily Tuesday expressed the view 
that Yasser Arafat's visit to Saudi Arabia and his talks with 
King Fahd marked the beginning of the process of ending 
inter-Arab differences and a start of reconciliation among 
Arab regimes. Mahmoud Rimawi said that the visit is 
important in view of the influence Saudi Arabia has on the 
other Arab countries in the Gulf region which had their 
relations strained with Palestinians, Jordanians and others that 
opposed foreign intervention in the Gulf crisis. The writer 
noted however that the Gulf states are now involved in the 
multilateral phase of the Middle East peace process and the 
time has come for them and the rest of the Arab countries to 
base their relationship on a firm and reasonable basis. The 
Arabs have to coordinate their positions regardless of their 
past differences because they together face American pressure 
on them to end their boycott of Israeli goods on the one hand 
and because they are together involved in the peace process 
with Israel on the other, said the writer. Furthermore, the 
writer referred to the Gulf states' support for the Oslo deal, 
between the PLO and Israel, notin? that these states have 
already pledged to offer millions of dollars in aid to help 
develop the occupied Arab territories. He expressed hope that 
Mr. Arafat's visit would open the way for reconciliation 
among the Arabs on the widest possible scale. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt A1 Sbaab daily said that it was 
natural for the so-called sharks among the importers of food 
and medicine to be furious over the recent health minister’s 
statements about manipulations of imported food and medi- 
cine. but it was surprising to many people to see the 
Pharmacists Association supporting the sharks and criticising 
the minister's statement. It was natural for the merchants and 
the drug store owners to fill the press with advertisements and 
notices decrying the minister's accusations and defending their 
own actions, but it is also natural for Lhe ordinary citizens to 
back the minister and his measures to deal with corruption, 
said Ahmad Dabbas. The writer also said that it is the people 
who are most affected by the bad food or ineffective drugs and 
therefore the public is called on to come out strongly in 
support of the minister and his views and his measures to put 
the matters right. The writer said that the Jordanian people 
still remembers that Iraqis had fallen victim to the sharks when 
they despatched to Iraq shipments of contaminated poultry 
meat and medicines which caused a big scandal tor the 
Jordanian merchants at the lime. 



Empty words don’t put down 
nationalist extremism 


By Anthony Lewis 

PALO ALTO, California — In 
the images that pass for 
statecraft, Bill CKnton’s Euro- 
pean tour was a great success. 
He charmed tfae leaders of 
Eastern Europe while denying 
them NATO membership. He 
was as impr e ssi ve in a Russian 
as in an American town meet- 
ing. He and President Boris 
Yeltsin agreed to point their 
nuclear missiles away from 
each other. 

Bnt the ndssOes can be re- 
targeted in minutes. And 
charm will not count for much 
with Russians or East Euro- 
peans when they face the 
menace that really threatens 
them. 

Fascism is the growing -dan- 
ger in Europe: extreme 
nationalism that expresses it- 
self in murderous hatred of 
other ethnic, religious and ra- 
cial groups. It is there in the 
rise of Vladimir Zhirinovsky in 
.Russia, the ethnic feelings on 
the bofl all around the former 
Soviet Union and the violence 
of Serbian terror in Bosnia. . 

Comfortable Americans 
have very little sense of how 
terrifying nationalist - extrem- 
ism can be. I had a tiny taste of 
it tiie other day in a public 
meeting here at Stanford Uni- 
versity, when a number of 
Serbian-Americans rose to 
speak about the war in Bosnia. 
Serbs were only fighting for 
their freedom, they said. The 
world was trying to destroy the 
Serbian nation. Serbs could 
not Hve as part of another 
country, Croatia or Bosnia. 
Finally, one man denied that 
Serbian forces were shelling 
Sarajevo. 


The speakers were no doubt 
sincere. That made the extrem- 
ity of their words the more 
chilling. For there was tfae pa- 
ranoia that is the handmaiden 
of hate. There was the terrible 
claim that distant members of 
the mystical nation, like Ger- 
mans in Czechoslovakia’s Su- 
deten! and in 1938, must be 
physically joined to the Father- 
land. 

The powerful feelings of 


security in the post-cold war 
years. Nor doubt, I believe, 
that Serbian aggression in Bos- 
nia is the first, argent test of 
the North Atlantic Alliance's 
ability to meet die threat. 

NATO has reacted so far' 
with empty words: promises to 
bomb tiie Serbs if they go on 
shelling Sarajevo and trying to 
starve out Bosnians in other 
surrounded pockets. At the 
NATO meeting in Brussels, 


“The so-called leaders of tiie 
western world have known what 
is happening here for the last year 
and a half. They talk of prosecut- 
ing war criminals, but do nothing 
to stop the crimes. May God 
forgive them. May God forgive us 
aU.” 


those Serbian-Americans 
showed how effective — how 
dangerous — a nationalist de- 
magogue can be. Instead of 
grieving because their nation 
has been led into aggression by 
a thug, Slobodan Milosevic, 
they accept his demagogy as 
gospel. 

No serious person who looks 
at Europe today can doubt that 
nationalist extremism is tiie 
main threat to its peace and 


President Clinton and the 
others said the words again. 

So far as anyone can teD they 
remain empty. Mr. Milosevic 
knows that, and surely Mr. 
Zhirinovsky does. “If a local 
Balkan thug can stand op to 
NATO and the world’s last 
superpower, what might a Rus- 
sian fascist with a nuclear 
arsenal fed confident enough 
to try?" The question was 
asked last week by Stephen W. 


Walker, one of five State De- 
partment officials who have 
resigned over U.S. policy to- 
wards Bosnia. 

Mr. Walker spoke of “our 
capitulation in the Balkans.” 
He said it “emboldens Zhir- 
inovsky and others like him, 
encouraging their use of 
nationalism as the ideology of 
intolerance, hatred and war.” 
Can Mr. Clinton and his advis- 
ers really fail to understand 
that obvious truth? 

Many westerners have 
pushed the daily horror of Bos- 
nia out of their minds. It is a 
faraway place of which they 
know tittle, they think . It is 
complicated. The hatreds are 
ancient. 

Those are the excuses, the 
avoidances. The reality is that 
Serbian extremists are trying to 
exterminate other people, 
other cultures. If we cannot 
hear the cries of tiie victims, 
perhaps we can credit the testi- 
mony of a neutral witness. 

A Canadian diplomat, Louis 
Gentile, wrote to die New 
York, Times about whaf be was 
seeing in.Banja Luka,. a Bos- 
nian city occupied by Serbian 
forces: men and women, civi- 
lians, confronted in their 
homes and shot in cold Mood; 
all 16 of the city’s mosques 
destroyed, and half the Catho- 
lic churches. 

“The so-called leaders of the 
western world have known 
what is happening here for tiie 
last year and a half,” Mr. 
Gentile wrote. “They talk of 
prosecuting war criminals, but 
do nothing to stop the crimes. 
May God forgive them. May 
God forgive us aU" — The 
New York Times. 


After the big bang, Italy 
needs new constellations 


By Lucia Aruiunziata 

WASHINGTON — One ex- 
traordinary result of Italy's 
political turbulence has been 
the collapse of the country's 
strongest and most popular' 
party, the Christian Demo- 
crats. Remnants of the party, 
which had been a linchpin of 
the western alliance, have even 
renamed themselves, much as 
the Communists of Eastern 
Europe did after the fall of the 
Berlin wall. 

The parallel is apt. For a 
half-century, the Christian 
Democratic Party stood at the 
core of one of the cold war's 
most successful political sys- 
tems. one engineered by 
Washington and its allies to 
keep Italy’s strong Communist 
Party at bay. Over time. 
Christian Democrats rivaled 
Communist regimes to the east 
in terms of their monumental 
corruption and the longevity of 
their ruling class. 

In the wreckage of the sys- 
tem, some Italians now refer to 
seven-time Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti as their Erich 
Honec ker. Once an all- 
powerful political fixture. Mr. 
Andreotti is now under inves- 
tigation for ties to the Mafia. 

The Christian Democrats 
anchored Italy to a political 
middle ground with a mix of 
Italian traditions — capitalism 
and Catholicism, anti- 
communism and liberalism, 
patronage and modernism. As 
the party broke apart, it sent 
shards Hying to the extreme 
edges of the country's political 
universe. A landscape of polar- 
isation was left behind. 

The Communist Party, 
weakened in the ‘80s and de- 
clared dead after the fall of the 
Berlin wall, changed its name 
to the Democratic Party of the 


Left and has emerged as Italy's 
strongest national force. The 
fascist party, long marginalised 
and small, is making a vigorous 
comeback, particularly in Rome 
and Naples. The Northern 
League, a strong regionalist 
party, has developed almost 
out of nowhere, advocating a 
tax revolt against the central 
government and a federal sys- 
tem to separate the prosperous 
north from the poorer south. 

The United States helped 
build the First Republic after 
World War II with political 
and financial support. In 1948. 
Washington intervened with 
covert financial support for the 
Christian Democrats. This 
effectively excluded from pow- 
er the Communists, who had 
emerged strong from the war. 
It was containment within a 
frontline state in the East-West 
struggle. 

The Christian Democrats 
were surrounded by smaller 
parties that shared in the pow- 
er in order to maintain a 
national consensus. Despite a 
revolving-door succession of 
prime ministers, stability was 
maintained for 45 years. But 
the end of the cold war dis- 
solved the ideological glue of 


this arrangement, and almost 
overnight the First Republic 
folded. 

The financial reasons for 
maintaining a national consen- 
sus also disintegrated. De- 
mands for fiscal discipline from 
the new European Union 
meant an end to the excessive 
patronage, tax evasion, kick- 
backs and bribes that made for 
political contentment but 
drained government coffers. 

Cracks in the system allowed 
a disaffected group of magis- 
trates in Milan to start pro- 
secuting the extensive corrup- 
tion. The public responded 
with the kind of enthusiasm 
associated with the circus in 
ancient Rome, cheering every , 
revelation of corruption made 
against formerly untouchable 
politicians. 

The Northern League, the 
fascists and the former Com- 
munists — all parties on the 
outside of the First Republic — 
collected the votes of protest 
against the old regime. 

This polarisation is a step 
towards a permanent realign- 
ment of Italian politics. From 
an institutional point of view. 
Italy is abandoning the multi- 
party system and moving frpm 



a proportional voting system to 
one in which two or maybe 
three parties will gain seats. 
Consensus government, 
formed by back-room dealings 
among party leaders, will be 
replaced by wirmer-take-aU 
government created at the 
polls. 

This change looks good on 
paper, but it will require a new 
mind-set for Italians. The main 
question that tor ments the pub- 
lic is not about extremism but 
about the centre. The centre, 
with its tradition of patronage, 
not only has governed for a 
half-century but is deeply a 
part of the main traditions of 
the country. Can Italy survive 
without a central force, or 
should another one emerge? 
Can the present extremes, on 
tiie right or the left, joroebow become 
centrist? Or can the former, 
fragmented parties, even the 
Christian Democrats, regroup? 
The next round of elections 
will give us at least some of the 
answers. 

The big bang has taken 
place, but the new constella- 
tions are not yet formed. The 
transition may be dangerous. 
Because of the uncertainties. 
Italy is experiencing high un- 
employment. a currency in de- 
generation. public cynicism 
and the ever present threat of 
political and Mafia violence. 
Italy's experiment is West 
Europe's first full-blown tran- 
sition from cold war politics. 

It is a revolution, but one 
carried out in the foil light of 
democracy — and one that 
cannot be left to sink into 
chaos and instability. 

The writer is Washington cor- 
respondent for the Italian 
newspaper Corriem della Sera. 
This article is reprinted from 
The Washington Post. 


United stand against 
U.N. secretary-general. 


By Anmka M 

“KAFKAESQUE” is the 
buzzword gaining currency 
among senior United Nations 
officials about life under Bout- 
ros Ghali in what they are fond 
of calling “this house.’’ The 
secretary-general last week 
added another name to the list 
of officials who are departing 
over their inability to work 
with him. 

Sources say Melissa Wells, 
the top U.S. official in the 
U.N. Secretariat, will leave be- 
fore her term ends in April. As 
undersecretary-general for 
administration and manage- 
ment, her job was to seek ways 
to curb the U.N. budget — a 
bite noire oi the U.S. Con- 
gress which has consistently 
prevented Washington from 
paying its U.S. assessments on 
time because of allegations 
that the world body is profli- 


In her letter of resignation, 
described by a senior colleague 
as “remarkably tough”, Ms. 
Wells, a former actress of “ma- 
ture charm”, complained of 
the lack of teamwork with tire 
secretary-general. She said he 
was “not folly benefiting” from 
the resources of Ins staff be- 
cause it had been “too difficult 
and all too rare” for them to 
find ont what he wanted to 
achieve. As one undersecret- 
ary said: “It does say some- 
thing about the working atmos- 
phere in this house.” 

That Mr. Ghali has an 
idiosyncratic style of manage- 
ment, and that the U.N. faces 
a difficult period of unpre- 
cedented demands for reform, 
is nothing new. But it is in- 
creasingly apparent that all the 
various camps in New York 
now feel they have serious 
grounds to object to him. 

“He is neglecting the perma- 
nent members of tiie Security 
Council,” said one senior di- 
plomat. “It used to be the 
custom that the secretary- 
general attended the formal 
Security Cbundl meetings. 
■Boutros makes a point of not 
attending. He has appointed a 
special undersecretary-general 
whose main function is to 
attend in his stead. He makes 
no effort to consult what is 
effectively his bqajfd.” . 

- tie has differed emphatically 
from the most important of tfae u [ 
P5 members, the.TJ.S-, .over 
, policy bn 'Somalia. ’JHe ch’fFered 
from the U.S. again, this time 
over Bosnia, by declaring in a 
letter that air power alone 
would not ensure the rotation 
of U.N. troops. 

The Third World member- 
states, united in the so-called 
Group of 77, are no happier. 
“They’re very disappointed in 
him," said a senior U.N. 
source. “They feel he has con-, 
centrated entirely on a few 
questions such as peace- 
keeping and peace-making — 
which efforts are anyway suf- 


fering enormous setbacks — 
and ignoring almost entirely 
the enormous area of social 
need and Third World prob- 
lems." 

The staff of the U.N. suffer 
simultaneously from lack of 
consultation and interference. 
“He happily meddles in-ptost 
things, but then does not fol- 
low them up properly.”; said 
one official. Even 
undeisecrctaries-general have 
had to seek approval 'from 
members of Dr. GhalTs. staff 
far junior to themselves to 
make a routine trip abroad. 

Dr. Ghali’s response to ail 
this is that his officials 1 beg- 
rudge him for having disrupted 
their cozy bureaucratic coterie. 
And, as one senior diplomat 
said, “there is integrity fir the 
madness. He has his own views 
and does not dance to the tune 
of the Permanent Five. Ue is 
dever and quick to form an 
opinion and is often right. -The 
problem is just that be wifi not 
listen. *' 

Dr. Ghali is the U.N.’s sixth 
secretary-general. Others' have 
created equal in-house cofi- 
troversy for other reasons; 
Kurt Waldheim made himself 
unpopular with his staff for 
tilings like spending a lot of 
time getting a U.N. job fpr at 
least one unqualified relative. 

But for the “integrity" 'fac- 
tor, there is a precedent.. Dag 
Hammarskjdld, the U.-N.'s 
second secre tary-general- who 
was killed in a plane crash in 
Africa 33 years ago this- au- 
tumn, was notorious for it. 
“He was obsessively stubborn 
in his own integrity." said one 
veteran U.N. diplomat. 

HammarskjOUTs writings 
convey the picture of a man to 
whom no sacrifice for the' com- 
mon good was too great;- but 
who by the same token saw 
himself as a Christ-like figure.' 
Some of his colleagues sfy he 
was crippled by a combination 
of zeal, solitude and vanity. . 

“But he did systematically 
build himself a platform .among 
the weaker and smaller" na- 
tions, whom he believed the 
U.N. was there to protect," 
said a former colleague. 1 ' 

H am marskj Old’s vistor) 1 ; was 
that of third superpower^ 'tak- 
ing up the voices of the smaller 
nations, answerable onlyjtp it- 
setf.'His peace mission to the 
Congo put' him irrevocably at 
odds with '.the Russians; 
whether it was that controyersv 
which cost him his life in, w 
plane crash over Ndola-r has 
never been proven. 

What has since emerged is 
that, had he lived, Mr. Ham- 
marskjold’s reelection would 
have been Mocked by Moscow. 
Had he lived and stayed am in 
the job, many believe he would 
eventually have split tbeU.N. 
in two. ft was m death that 
Hammarskjdld was elevated to 
near-sainthbod. Being a “great 
secretary-general in life »4iar- 
der — The Independent. 


Perry smart, tough but :; 
political skills doubted \ 


By Gene Gibbons 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
Clinton’s new nominee for de- 
fence secretary has legions of 
admirers in the Pentagon and 
Congress but even Bill Perry's 
fans wonder if he is politically 
suited for the highly deman- 
ding cabinet post. 

“Perry’s a techie (technoc- 
rat). He has focused on de- 
fence technology all his life, 
and does it very well. But he’s 
an unknown quantity on the 
bigger strategic and political 
issues — how to downsize de- 
fence, gays in the military, 
Bosnia, Somalia and things 
like that," said one defence 
expert. 

A senior military officer S3id 
Mr. Clinton's nominee was 
“well respected by the uni- 
formed side,” but he added 
that Mr. Perry was "net known 
to be a compelling spokesman” 
on military policy. 

One of the contentious 
issues the new defence secret- 
ary will have to face is reconcil- 
ing U.S. military strategy with 
defence budget cuts that mil 
make it hard, if not impossible, 
to staff, train and modernise 
the forces needed to imple- 
ment the strategy. 

“The services are going to be 
coining in asking for more 
money, and there isn't any 
more. So you’re going to have 
this enormous firestorm, and 
the secretary will ’ 
the middle of it," 
expert said. 

In announcing thattbe uau 
selected Mr. Perry, a soft- 
spoken former, professor, to 
replace Les Aspin as Pentagon 
chief, Mr. Clinton called him 
“a *** 1 pro” with “the right 
skills and management experi- 
ence for tfae job.” 

Mr; Perry, 66, is currently 
the administration's number 


beright in 
the defence 


had 


two defence official. His 
chance at promotion came af- 
ter others spurned the oppor- 
tunity to grab the nomination 
given- up by retired navy 
Admiral Bobby Ray Enin an 
last week. - 

During Timmy Carte rV pres- 
idency, he was undersecretary 
of defence for research and 
engineering. Mr. Perry headed 
a defence firm before that^arxd 
earlier in bis career, wasrte 
director of GTE-Sylvania’s 
Electronic Defence Labs., 

An analyst f a mil air with Mr. 
Perry’s service in the Gaiter 
administration said Mr. Pferry 
had singlehandledly spurred 
development of the ‘Toma- 
hawk cruise missle '&nd 
“stealth" fighter rechnolbgy 
used in the 1991 Gulf war^over 
Kuwait. !•'. 

• “Ue’s very quiet, deceptive- 
ly quiet and gentle. But. he’s 
very tough despite this calm 
exterior.’ this source saicf. 

Mr. Perry is also betievfed to 
be easily confirmable, “tie is 
smart, thoughtful and highly- 
regarded on both (Democratic 
and Republican)- sides of the 
aisle. He might be a diamond 
in the rough," said a congres- 
sional source. 

Perry is a bright, capable 
guy : He’s been a success in 
business and government The 
question is, is he' the persotf to 
round out Clinton's national 
security team — can he tak&on 
the press and otherwise harf&le 
the public role of defefice 
secretary" Mr. Korb asked. 

Although foreign policy* 1 is 
not now expected to oe q'rjla- 
jor issue in this year’s conces- 
sional election campaign, The 
turmoil in Russia, Nbrtb 
Korea’s suspected efforts to 
acquire nuclear weapons and 
ethnic strife aronnd the worid- 
are but some of the thing* that^ 
could blow up at any moment ■ 
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Red Brigades founder finds ne 
mission in publishing 




By Vera Haller 
r Reuter 


OME — By night. Renato 
rcio is ; a prisoner sending 
yj. vg -uMie for his role as founder of 
Brigades guerrillas, 
of tjj e day he is a man of letters 

isly t ^J| — a publisher of books by the 
1 and ■ ^ ^‘ftiprisO ne d and oppressed. 
y mtJl’ery **"1 tent t o be known for 
thenT ** ?• do now -* 4 said Mr. 
up sitting behind a 

- j c ! jW njsmuscript-strewn desk at his 
ari es _ a • £*?Rome : 'pubHshing house, 
sk a.P'N.'j “ M X time ' n a politics was 
f «t>ver 10 years ago.” 

to **” Bur at 52, the greying Curdo 

^^tisrtl^remairis undeniably linked to 
i's re tnp ^‘ ^ 

his^ 1 ^ tf^Every night after working a 
urhavjn^^ M day* he returns to the 
Jr ea U fviH£fefhbibbia jail on the outskirts 
ie Rome to continue serving a 

is year sentence for crimes of 

* has left ' win g Red Brigades, 

t danS 5 >i'«.v' The publishing venture 
ianenrt ft 'tj* !llich M r ‘ Curcio pursues 
quick ^ K,«P der a work-release program- 
is r.f» 10 V. hi* ^ grounded in a key princi- 
° f th ? arm , ed , sl^gSlc: 
a vo,ce t0 “ a, y s dl *en- 
kth , ^'wncnised. 

“fUL., Among his authors are a 
! !■ OtWr^homeless woman, a Brazilian 
‘tt'houij^jranssexual. an AIDS sufferer 


r . °ther 
mai 
iV *th hk 


and Mr. Curcio himself. 

But Mr. Curdo says the pub- 
lishing house, called Sensibiti 
Alle Foglie (Sensitive to 
leaves), “Wasn't born in poli- 
tics but in the human experi- 
ences of imprisonment." 

Mr. Curdo was considered 
the master theoretician of the 
Red Brigades group which 
sowed fear among Italy's con- 
servative elite from 1970 to the 
mid-1980s. 

A legendary figure in Italy, 
he is renowned for never hav- 
ing touched a pistol or perso- 
nally participated in any of 
group's more than J. 000 acts of 
political violence. 

Mr. Curcio was first impris- 
oned in a government crack- 
down on the Red Brigades' 
activities in the mid 1970s. He . 
escaped from prison in 1975 in 
a brigades raid led by his wife. 
Margheriia Cagol. 

She was killed three months 
later in a shoot-out with police 
after a kidnapping attempt. Mr 
Curcio was recaptured in 1976. 
convicted of masterminding 
the group and jailed. 

The group's notoriety 
peaked in 1978 with the sensa- 
tional kidnapping and murder 
of former Prime Minister Aldo 


Moro. 

The brigades held Moro for 
55 days, evading a manhunt bv 
more than 13,«XW police. 

They dumped Moro's body 
in a car parked symbolically 
midway between the head- 

S uarters of Moro's Christian- 
(emocrai Party and of the 
Communist Party he was trying 
to bring into government. 

Mr. Curcio ’s feelings about 
the use of violence for political 
ends are unclear to this day. 

Former brigade members 
have said he was ill adapted to 
deal with the violent realities 
of revolutionary life, and in 
1982 he began giving inter- 
views from prison in which he 
expressed a definitive belief 
that armed struggle was futile. 

In a recent interview at the 
publishing house. Mr. Curdo 
said his revolutionary passion 
waned during his incarceration 
and was replaced by a fascina- 
tion with the effects of impris- 
onment. 

Mr. Curcio wtoic his first 
book. Ne! Bosco d» Bisiorco 
(Bistorcu wood);* with other 
inmates in 1990 after they be- 
gan researching the subject. 

“We studied not political im- 
prisonment. but the experience 


of imprisonment of the body. 
This includes imprisonment in 
jail or concentration camps 
and the imprisonment of a 
particular illness such as autism 
or a handicap,” Mr. Curcio 
said. 

Instead of offering the book 
to an established publisher. 
Mr. Curcio said he decided to 
publish it himself, A year later, 
with the help of friends outside 
prison, the publishing house 
opened its first offices. 

After contributing from be- 
hind bars. Mr. Curcio became 
a full-fledged publisher last 
April when 3 judge granted his 
request to enter a work-release 
programme. 

The judge cited an assurance 
from Mr. Curcio's mother that 
he was “no longer the same 
person who wanted to stage a 
revolution.” 

Mr. Curcio now oversees a 
small but bustling operation in 
a three-room apartment over- 
looking the main square of the 
working class Rome neigh- 
bourhood of Testaccio. There 
arc 10 employees, most of 
them former prisoners. 

Colourful paintings by in- 
males brighten the otherwise 


spartan decor. 

The first series of books dis- 
tributed by the publishing 
house continued to explore the 
theme of imprisonment. 

It included a book by a 
severely handicapped woman 
who began living on her own as 
an adult after spending her 
entire life in one of Italy's most 
notorious state institutions. 

Another book from the 
series, “Princess”, is about the 
experience of being a transsex- 
ual. It was writren by a Brazi- 
lian transsexual who had just 
completed a prison term for 
prostitution and who now 
works at Mr. Curcio's pub- 
lishing house. 

A new series out this year 
studies the relationship be- 
tween Italian society and grow- 
ing immigrant group from 
Africa, the Middle East and 
India. 

The publishing house has 
released 16 books to date but 
Mr. Curcio hopes to produce 
40 to 50 books in 1994. 

“Our books have generated 
a big interest in the Italian 
cultural world. I think - it is 
because we are writing about 
worlds that for the most pan 
are unknown.” he said. 


spending ^Egyptian defendants 
;«^iefnse to talk to media 

a prec£ .■»’ CAIRO (AP) — Suspected 
old, IJm. ^ radicals charged with attemp- 
2 ^ry-Ren Jr ■ » kill Egypt's prime 

5 a plane ^minister countered a govern- 
*ars aw -iMentban on foreign journalists 
noton ^ ® ve " D 8 t * ,e * r by refusing 
sessivelv !° E gVP tian reporters 

^Zl-r^ajoSawsday. 

[' i **10 h In southern Egypt, mean- 
• oipionni while, t^o civilian courts cited 
d s ^ainMck of evidence in acquitting 
icture of ceigbt men of crimes connected 
:n nee for ti*. ,-otp.aHeged Muslim militant inci- 
/as 100 Saints 

if 1 ?* Joker 'nThe- court rulings come as 
Ch rist-liin d^ L j 3 dicals are escalating attacks 
colleagues -mi police in the south. More 
by a eontf^-^&an 30 police have been killed 
•ude and vi{H *e past year, and militants 
iid system* .iteSiy they are avenging death 
a platfonnaioSatenres by military courts 
and smalkr m »p d torture of suspects in jail, 
be beliewd eA kThe. .killings are part of the 
iere to v *°‘ ent campaign to 

■j colleamt ' raplace the secular govera- 
inld\ E nfcnt with Islamic rale, which 

CnS-' 7 $*' w Mari y 300 dMIhs in 

pas* two years. 
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tian media from covering the 
trial for a second time. 

Foreign reporters were ban- 
ned from rhe opening session 
Saturday. Fifteen defendants 
are on trial, but six are at large 
and being tried in absentia. 
The attackers missed their 
target in the car bomb' attack 
on Dr. Sedki. but a schoolgirl 
was killed and 21 other people 
were wounded. 

The government has regular- 
ly denied accusations of prison 
torture levelled by defendants 
and human rights’groups. Au- 
thorities say there may be indi- 
vidual instances of torture and 
claim these are being investi- 
gated. 

In the trials in southern 
Egypt, a criminal court in 
Assiyut acquitted an alleged 
Muslim militant leader and five 
other men of charges of secta- 
rian violence that led to the 
death of 12 Coptic Christians 
and a Muslim. 

The case grew out of a prop- 
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the foeakjio Egyptian 

iSthatcminM^^i^, They said they did 
m to Mf*£Aitot tryst the local reporters 
over Ndoki ad add wanted the trial reported 
proven. by the international media, 
since enure a tasThey also claimed they were 
lived. Mr.fr -nurtured in jail and asked to be 
reelectwn e btwwtarained oy a male doctor, 
>cked by Ms= -wsttyirlg they were embarrassed 
and stayedc aifl® show signs of torture “in 
believe Ike bliwensitive places" to a woman 
ve split tbeW '^.(doctor assigned to see them, 
as in deal c. mb iNormally, defendants in 
d was tier# abEgyptian trials talk to repor- 
ts Being ts?r *!* ,:s the courtroom before 
-nil in lift aft*' the proceedings, 

bde pendent .fTlae- defendants' ban on the 

: — t local media came as court au- 

i a. • tborities stopped reporters and 
DUl - photographers for non-Egyp- 


gCpup i *as killed.iii’the village 
ofSanabo, near Assiyut. Ven- 
detta killings followed, culmi- 
nating with an armed attack by 
about 40 Muslim extremists on 
Coptic farmers. 

One defendant, Gamal Far- 

f ;hali Hereidy, is allegedly a 
eader of the outlawed A1 
Gamaa A1 Islamiyah, and re- 
mained in custody in other 
cases. Among the other defen- 
dants were two Coptic 
brothers. 

A state security court in 
Assiyut also acquitted two 
alleged Muslim militants 
charged with attempting to 
blow up a train in October 
1992. 


)ted Self-rule talks resume in Cairo 


■ (Continued from page 1) 
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’ t * ie rfr**d a? vr«- Mr.. Arafat arrived in Cairo 
d,, ibc ii;n??riier .Tuesday from Saudi 
)by R a > Arabia where he held bis first 
meeting with Saudi King Fahd 
!ji\ Carwf*? 1 in thrte years. The meeting 
c “rifised hopes that Gulf coun- 
“ r rescartij f^tnes ^vould ease their opposi- 
fr PcTTvh^* ?r“tipn to the PLO, caused by its 
-v.. ; ttf-u. - j ra qj invasion of 
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GTH-Syi^' ' “ " tp Israel, the foreign minis- 
fence said Tuesday that Mr. Peres 

. - -'i.Wuld- visit Washington next 
'anulair v } ^eek to brief U.S. Secretary of 
* in ,vfr Rf v n$!ate Warren Christopher on 
said Mr- talks with Mr. Arafat, 

idjculy -Haj,/‘Some progress” was made 

of tn*. Jt ; Hnff Oslo “but there is no cer- 
ntis s l c M .yjajnty that an accord will be 
^'iTeacnediin Davos,” said Israeli 
environment minister Yossi 
^Sarid.. 

juift- dcccPj ‘ . ^'However, Mr. Arafat said in 
4 . . n.ii.P -£□' interview with the London- 
qased daily A1 Hayat: “There 
«urvx c , mno progress, but we agreed 
i--. heliew- ,, ta continue the discussions this 
^bie. ^ » overcome the differ- 
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. J.fewes between us.” 

• . ,ncni^? vtS'Mr- 'Sarid said Israel will 
lides ^ f * e ri ? ht to out 

n ’; a jij# .^tfhecks'-on any “suspiaous” 
1 • j i coof T»ople or goods at the border 
crossings between the future 
j; aifliitonomous Palestinian terri- 
u,rfoht- ‘^s ni T ^ries and Egypt and Jordan. 
J “Israel will retain control of 

borders and will have the 
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any 

may 


^ IwKtssibility of checking 
ti^Eevelleis or goods which 
canl^ ■* jlibft 'regarded as suspicious,” 
l ef wise Sarid told Israeli Radio. 

S of Sar id, a senior member 

tori’ 35 - j.Pf-ihc left-wing Mereiz Party, 
polie)’ 1 be would take part in the 
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s$Y0S meeting Peres and Mr. 


a briefing by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on the Davos 
meeting, the radio said. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Rabin 
agreed that there would be no 
“visible” Israeli security pre- 
sence at the crossing points, 
but checks would be carried 
out by electronic means. 

The radio said a compromise 
solution over the size of the 
Jericho area in the West Bank 
was also in prospect. 

The two parties were also 
close to an agreement on the 
security of three roads leading 
to the Gush Katif region, 
where most Jewish settlements 
in the occupied Gaza Strip are 
grouped, the radio said. 

In Cairo, Mr. Arafat had a 
brief meeting with the Norwe- 
gian ambassador to Cairo and 
then left for the Egyptian fore- 
ign ministry. 

Asked about his meeting 
with King Fahd, he told repor- 
ters: “It" was an important, 
positive and successful meet- 
ing. We discussed many mat- 
ters and I thanked King Fahd 
for his and Saudi Arabia’s sup- 
port for the Palestinian 

pc M p ; e Arafat, apparently up- 
beat after the talks with King 
Fahd, was optimistic Israel 
would be out of the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho by mid-March, a 
PLO official said. 

An official ai the Palestinian 
embassy in Riyadh, quoted 
Mr. Arafat as telling Palesti- 
nians who called on him during 
his visit to the Saudi capital 
that “there is progress" in the 
peace talks with the Israelis. 

The official quoted Mr. Ara- 
fat as saying: ”{ will be 
praying: 'Eid AI Fitr in the 
occupied territories. 



ALERT; National guardsmen keep watch at an 
apartment building where 16 people died Jan. 17 
during an earthquake that hit California (see 


page 8). Residents were allowed to enter the 
condemned building for 15 minutes at a time to 
collect personal effects (AFP photo) 


Russian reformer’s future in balance 


MOSCOW (AP) — The status 
of 1 leadm^'Wtfrnrer ‘•Boris 
: Fyodorov- fe^me^^^ur- 
kief Tuesday -when 1 President 
Boris Yeltsin’s office said'Mr. 
Fyodorov had not formally res- 
igned as finance minister. 

Mr. Fyodorov’s departure 
would signal an abrupt change 
from the free market reforms 
of the past two years to a more 
conservative approach that 
calls for more subsidies to state 
enterprises and more Soviet- 
style social welfare prog- 
ramme. 


Mr. Fyodorov said last week 
he was resigning because a 
cabinet shakeup had given con- 
servatives too much authority. 
His move came after rhe res- 
ignation of the administration's 
top free-markel reformer. 
Yegor Gaidar. 

But on Monday, Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
said he had nor accepted Mr. 
Fyodorov’s resignation, and on 
Tuesday Mr. Yeltsin’s office 
saidTro resignation had even 
been submitted. 

“As of this minute, Fyodor- 


ov remains a minister as far as 
Yeltsin is concerned. Fyodorov 
hasn’t formally submitted his 
resignation,” Mr. Yeltsin’s 
spokesman, Anatoly Krasikov, 
told the Associated Press. 

Mr. Krasikov said "there 
were all grounds to believe" 
that Mr. Yeltsin will meet with 
Mr. Fyodorov Wednesday to 
discuss the minister's future. 

Indecision over Mr. Fyodor- 
ov’s role in the new govern- 
ment could be a sign of conflict 
between Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Chernomyrdin. 


Committees to probe situation 


(Continued from page 1) 

tigation and expose those 
tampering with food and medi- 
cine regulations. 

They also demanded that the 
government “shoulder its re- 
sponsibilities and expose the 
source of corruption as well as 
inform the people on the truth 
and put those responsible for 
the violations on public trial.” 

The six parties signing the 
statement were: The Arab 
Baath Socialist Parry, the 
Jordanian Arab Democratic 
Party, the Jordanian Commun- 
ist Party, the Jordan’s People's 
Democratic Party, the Jorda- 
nian Democratic Popular Uni- 
ty Party and the Jordanian 
Socialist Democratic Party. 

In comments on Jordan 
Television later Tuesday, Dr. 
Malhas said the Ministry of 
Health had drawn up new reg- 
ulations for controlling food 
items and preventing the entry 
of sub-standard products into 
the country. 

“There is a garbage market 
in producer countries, which 
seek to get rid of their unde- 
sired, sub-standard products, 
either by destroying them or 
selling them to countries like 
ours,” Dr. Malhas said. 

A recently drawn up regula- 
tion on food quality was 
approved by the Cabinet, he 
said, adding that the Ministry 
of Health was determined to 
implement the new control me- 
asures. 

The new measures, he said, 
were “rejected by a certain 
group, whose major concern is 
to secure a higher profit 

marein." 

“Some merchants have 
threatened, in a cable to the 
Cabinet, to stop importing 
food items during rhe month of 
Ramadan,” when there is a 
high demand. Dr, Malhas said. 

While the objective of the 
ministry is to improve its per- 


formance, this cannot be 
achieved “unless we admit our 
mistakes,” he said. 

Dr. Malhas, who took office 
in May 1993, paid tribute to all 
his predecessors saying they 
had performed their duties in- 
die best manner. 

Dr. Malhas said his critic- 
isms in the local press were 
aimed at the drug control de- 
partment at the Ministry of 
Health and not at local phar- 
maceutical industries, whose 
products are of good quality. 

Mr. Ibrahim, the supply 
minister, also spoke on Jordan 
Television on Tuesday. 

He called For a centralised 
body to control food imports 
since the task is now dispersed 
among six or seven panics. 
The overlapping of functions 
among these parties, he said, 
makes it difficult to maintain 
proper control. 

Mr. Ibrahim blamed the abs- 
ence of proper storage condi- 
tions for the appearance of 
improper food items in the 
market. 

He said conflicting results of 
tests conducted on food items 
cast doubt on quality and the 
suitability of such products for 
human consumption. 

In any event, the minister of 
supply said, his ministry had no 
role in the affair since it assigns 
the job of testing samples to 
laboratories which belong 
either to the Ministry of Health 
or the Royal Scientific Society 
or the Department of Cus- 
toms. 

He said the Ministiy of 
Supply does not allow the en- 
try of food items into the mar- 
ket unless accompanied by test 
results that prove they are fit 
for human consumption. 

Mr. Ibrahim said his minis- 
tiy fully observes ail regula- 
tions related to proper trans- 
portation of food items and 
that he supported the measures 
adopted by the Ministry of 
Health. 


Jordan wants 
to move 

(Continued from page 1) 

every problem that we have.” 

”We do not ratify peace and 
then begin to negotiate it or 
the issues that have to be 
addressed.” said the King. 
Obviously we have always 
been committed to the a just 
and comprehensive peace and 
I hope that we will see as a 
result of coordination and ma- 
jor effort progress being made 
on all the other tracks.” 

“I have been impressed dur- 
ing my visit and throughout 
this past period by contacts 
with the U.S. administration,” 
the King said. "The president 
is a man and has an interest 
and concern and seems to 
know all the details and has 
come to know them in a short 
time despite his responsibili- 
ties.” the King said. “I know 
he is genuine' trying to help 
see us achieve for future gen- 
erations peace and security in 
the entire region.” 


Iran-contra — wheeling and 
dealing in the Reagan White House 


By Pete Yost 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As the 
Reagan White House plunged 
into the chaos of the Iran- 
contra scandal, administration 
officials took care of the busi- 
ness at hand: They cut each 
other's throats and protected 
the president. 

A portrait of political disas- 
ter emerges from derailed 
notes of Vice-President 
George Bush. White House 
Chief of Staff Don Regan, 
aides to Secretary of State 
George Shultz and others — 
and die notes are quoted ex- 
tensively in the final report of 
prosecutor Lawrence Walsh. 

Mr. Bush thought forced 
resignations would help quell 
the public uproar over the di- 
version of Iran arms sales 
money to the contras, accord- 
ing to his tape-recorded diaries 
for Nov. 25, 1986. 

“Regan should go, Shultz 
should go” and Mr. Reagan 
“ought to get this all behind 
him in the next couple of 
months,” Mr. Bush confided 
to the president, according to 
the vice-president's recollec- 
tions which he dictated into a 
tape recorder. 

When Mr. Bush reported 
later that Mr. Regan had 
agreed to resign “the president 
was very, very pleased” and 
“he thanked me about three 
limes,” Mr. Bush told his di- 
ary. “He was concerned that 
Don would walk in and see us 
talking, so I left after about 15 
minutes.” 

Mr. Bush showed Mr. 
R.eagan newspaper articles 
suggesting thar Mr. Regan. 
Mr. ShulE and National Secur- 
ity Adviser John Poindexter 


“are all out there with leaks 
and peddling their own line.” 
Mr. Bush said in his diary that 
he and Mr. Reagan “talked 
about the need to get the 
Shultz resignation stories in 
shape.” 

Mr. ShulE, meanwhile, was 
telling aides that Mr. Bush “is 
up to his ears inlran” and that 
Mr, Bush was “getting drawn 
into a web of lies.” according 
to one aide’s notes. “The 
whole thing crushes Bush... I 
don't think he can get elected 
now on his own." 

Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director William Casey 
wanted Mr. Reagan to get rid 
of Mr. Shultz. Mr. ShulE 
wanted the president to fire 
Mr. Poindexter. Eventually, 
Mr. Poindexter was forced to 
resign and White House aide 
Oliver North was fired. Mr. 
Regan stepped down three 
months later for failing to con- 
trol the political damage to the 
president. 

One of rhe White House’s 
many problems in 1986: How 
to deal with a possibly illegal 
White House -approved ship- 
ment of Hawk missiles to Iran. 
The President told Mr. ShulE 
he had known about the 
Hawks delivery — but the 
president stood by silently two 
days later — when Attorney 
General Edwin Meese 
announced in a meeting of Mr. 
Reagan and his aides that the 
president hadn't known. 

“They’re rearranging the re- 
cord,” Mr. ShulE later told an 
aide, who wrote down the 
comment. 

The scandal was a lawyer’s 
nightmare. Had laws been 
violated by the secret arms 
sales or hadn’t they? 


White House aide "ex- 
pl ed” when White House 
counsel Peter Wailison tried to 
delete a sentence from a prop- 
osed administration statement 
that said all laws had been 
complied with in the Iran in- 
itiative. Mr. Wailison had 
grave doubts whether this was 
true — but “1 was told” by Mr. 
Hagan “that this is what the 
/\C wanted said.” and that the 
president did as well, Mr. Wal- 

lison wro:; in his diary. 

First lady Nancy Reagan 
told the White House chief of 
staff that she and the president , 
were “very upset" by the 
mounting public furor, accord- 
ing to Mr. Regan's notes. 
According to his notes. Mr. 
Regan “told her we're going to 
have to dump hostages to save 
pres’s reputation, if necessary. 
She agreed. Risking presiden- 
cy.” 

Prosecutors didn't discover 
until 1992 that Mr. Regan had 
notes. The ex-White House 
chief of staff said he left the 
originals at the White House 
when he resigned under press- 
ure in 1987. Bur rhe Bush 
White House told Mr. Walsh 
that they couldn't be found. 
Mr. Regan supplied Mr. Walsh 
with his copies. 

An aide discovered Mr. 
Bush's diaries in September 
1992 locked in a safe in the 
Bush family residence on the 
third floor of the White House. 
Mr. Bush's lawyers didn’t dis- 
close the diaries’ existence to 
Mr. Walsh for another three 
months, until rhe presidential 
election had passed. Mr. Bush 
released selected diary entries 
a year ago. but Mr. Walsh 
presented far more revealing 
entries in the prosecutor's final 
report. 


Russian troops leaving Germany 
take airport runway with them 


By Erik Kirschbaum 
Reuter 

NEURUPP1N. Germany — 
Russian troops have a reputa- 
tion for stripping their bases in 
East Germany of anything they 
can rake — from windows to 
doors and even the kitchen 
sink — when they leave for 
home. 

But one group in the small 
town of Neurappin northwest 
of Berlin is dismantling an air- 
port runway and shipping part 
of ii "Back td Ruxvia. 

“The' Russians said their 
MiG jets back home kept get- 
ting stuck in the mud and put 
forward a request to take the 
runway with them." said 
Arthur Luhr. a regional direc- 
tor for Germany's Federal 
Property Office. "Perhaps it 
will be put to good use.” 

Since December, a detail of 
20 Russian soldiers has been 
chiselling 1.5 tonne cement 
panels out of the ground, and 
with the help of two cranes, 
loading them onto railway 
wagons for shipment back 
home. 

Each slab is eight metres 
(yards) long, two metres wide 
and 20 cm (eight inches) thick. 

The Russians will have 
hauled away about 4.000 slabs 
by the time the operation is 
finished next month, cutting 
rhe runway in half from its 
current ready-for-combai 
length of three km. 

Town planners in Neurappin 
are eager to convert the former 
Soviet base into an industrial 
park and have sketched out 
plans to use the truncated run- 
way for private propeller 
planes. 

A spokesman for the Rus- 
sian Army's command head- 
quarters in Germany said the 
runway was being taken home 
because it was needed there. 

”We have runways in Rus- 
sia. but not enough.” said the 
spokesman, who declined to 
give his name. “Some are only 
soil." 

He said Neuruppin was 
merely the first runway in the 


former East Germany that the 
Russians planned to remove. 

The Neuruppin airstrip and 
other runways in what was 
once the Warsaw Pact's front- 
line state will be transported to 
military bases in the north 
Caucasus, in the Volga region 
and near Moscow, he said. 

The idea of taking a cement 
runway thousands of km may 
be new but Russia has a history 
of raking things home from 
Germany. 

After the capitulation of the 
Nazi Third Reich in 1945. 
much of the industrial machin- 
ery in Eastern Germany — 
then the Soviet zone of occupa- 
tion — was packed up and 
shipped east. 

Whole factories were dis- 
mantled and sent home be- 
cause the Soviet Union — un- 
like its western allies the Un- 
ited States. Britain and France 
— was intent on extracting 
heavy reparations from Ger- 
many and rebuilding its own 
shattered economy. 

This time, many locals are 
glad the Russians are doing a 
little asset-stripping. 

“The noise from the horrible 
Russian jets was deafening." 
said Ilona Yanik. walking her 
daughter to kindergarten in the 
town centre less than one km from 
the airbase. 

“They would take off at all 
hours of the day and night.” 

Other residents said the 
noise was worst when the jet 
engines were overhauled. 
Mechanics would test them on 
the ground at full throttle. The 
ear-splitting noise, although 
brief, was so intense that con- 
versations throughout the town 
came to an abrupt hall. 

Alfred Hackius. a 45-year- 
old electrician, said most of 
residents in this attractive town 
of 27.000 were delighted when 
the 20.000 Soviet airmen left in 
1991 and the noise stopped. 

But he said many had feared 
the federal government might 
fry to turn the base into an 
international airport. 

“We're all happy that won't 
happen,” said Mr. Hackius. 


"We treasure the quiet here 
now. As far as we're con- 
cerned they can take this run- 
way anywhere they want.” 

With hundreds of cement 
slabs stacked in neat piles 
along the northern end of the 
runway waiting for one cf 20 
freight trains that will take 
them east, there is an eerie 
feeling to the virtually empty 
airbase. 

A few local entrepreneurs 
are using some of the vacant 
hangars as inexpensive and un- 
heated offices. 

The apartments on the 
fringe of the runway that once 
housed Soviet officers and 
their families have been picked 
clean. 

The doors and windows in 
most buildings have been re- 
moved. Inside the abandoned 
flats, even Jhe sinks and toilets 
are missing. The only things 
left are garbage and old Rus- 
sian newspapers. 

“The Russians have diffe- 
rent ideas about property own- 
ership.” said a German^ army 
officer. “They take just' about 
everything, whether or not it is 
nailed down.” 

He said they had taken 
plumbing, electrical wiring and 
even rain gutters when they 
left. 

As part of the treaties that 
led to German unity in 1990, 
the Soviet Union agreed to 
withdraw its troops by the end 
of 1994. There were some 
380.000 Soviet troops stationed 
in East Germany during the 
cold war. There are 36.000 still 
here. 

The German air force first 
used the Neuruppin airbase as 
a training centre for pilots be- 
fore World War I. It was built 
up by the Nazis before World 
War II. 

Although damaged by a 
British bombing raid in 1945, 
the base was repaired and ex- 
panded by the Soviets. 

During the cold war. the 
Neuruppin airbase was just 80 
' km due east of the former 
West German border. 


Crack police unit probes 
chopped-up body mystery 


By Remy Belton 

Agence France Presse 


PARIS — A crack Paris police 
unit, solver of terrorist . mur- 
ders and serial killings, is prob- 
ing the mystery of a body cut 
into 90 pieces and abandoned 
in 30 plastic bags. 

The 100-slrong detective 
unit, the criminal brigade or 
"crim” for short, specialises in 
sensitive cases or those requir- 
ing painstaking inquiries, and 
its latest success was the arrest 
of last week of 22-year-old 
Claude Lastennet, accused of 
strangling five old ladies in a 
southern Paris suburb. 


Crim commanding officer 
Superintendent Pierre Cavin 
claimed a 55 to 60 per cent 
success rate in solving its cases. 
But he admitted his men would 
have trouble getting to the 
bottom of the "body in 90 
pieces” mystery which might 
even have baffled Georges 
Simenon’s detective Maigret.. 

It came to light on January 9 
in Paris's 20th District in a 
tunnel leading to the cata- 
combs where thousands of 
medieval skeletons are 
stacked. 

A group of thrill-seekers 
found more recent remains — 
a plastic bag with a man’s head 


inside. They told police, who 
found four other bags with 
more remains, including the 
man’s pelvis. 

In the end, a total of 30 bags 
containing 90 neatly dissected 
pieces of body were found in 
the area, but there was nothing 
to identify the victim who 
appeared to be of North Afri- 
can origin. There was no clue 
from his teeth as he had never 
undergone any dental work. 

Jn rhe case of the serial 
strangler. The Crim mobilised 
18 detectives working in three 
groups: One to work on finger- 
prints, another on an identikit 
picture of the killer and the 


third to make inquiries along a 
bus route that passed by the 
homes of the victims. 

Lastennet followed his frail 
victims to their homes after 
they had visited the bank or 
been shopping. He pushed 
them inside, strangled them, 
took their savings and hopped 
back on the bus. 

Lastennet was finally caught 
on the evidence of someone 
who knew him at the workers’ 
hostel where he lived. 

“Sometimes, old cases come 
up again when we get a new 
clue.” said Mr. Cavin. “A pair 
of glasses or an unexpected 
eyewitness." 
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Arab reforms fail to I No early relief seen for ailing ® r "If 


top capital flight 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
economic reforms have failed 
to stop a steady flight of capital 
from the region due to in- 


adequate financial policies and 
weak stock markets, a senior 


weak stock markets, a senior 
Arab economic official said 
Tuesday. 

As a result, overseas assets 
by the 11 Arab League mem- 
bers have far surpassed their 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
at a time when they badly need 
funds to finance reforms, said 
Osama A l Faqih. chairman of 
the Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF). 

By the end of 1992. Arab 
investments abroad, mainly in 
Japan and the West, exceeded 
SroO billion while the com- 
bined Arab GDP stood at a 
round $450 billion, he told a 
conference on Arab economic 
reforms here. 

"Despite economic achieve- 
ments made in some Arab 
countries due to the reform 
programmes and efforts being 
exerted in others, our stock 
markets still need a compre- 
hensive structural develop- 
ment." hi said. 

"There is a general weak- 
ne«-. in the legislative and orga- 
nisational structures in the 
markets as well as the absence 
of secondly exchanges, mar- 
ket-makers and qualified per- 
sonnel in the financial, audit- 
ing and legal functions associa- 
tion with the stock markets," 
he added. 

Onlv 10 of the Arab states 


have official exchanges but 
activity in such markets have 
remained relatively small due 
to political instability in some 
members and lack of incentives 
and information about trading 
institutions. 

In the oil-rich Gulf, turnover 
in most of the stock markets is 
among the lowest in the region 
due to high government own- 
ership. a tendency for long- 
term investment and restric- 
tion of dealing to natinals. 


Egypt, Joirdan. Algeria, 
lorocco and other Arab na- 


Morocco and other Arab na- 
tions have embarked on re- 
forms to heal their economic 
problems, mainly large foreign 
debt, slow growth, low invest- 
ment. unemployment and de- 
ficit in their budgets and ba- 
lance of pyamenls. The four 
countries owe more than 70 of 
the total Arab debt of over 
$150 billion. 

The problems S370 billion in 
loans and other forms of cash 
over the past two decades. 
Experts blamed instability, 
mismanagment of funds and 
state control. 

Mr. Fadih, a Saudi, said his 


tion this year. He urged Arabs 
to step up reforms and those 
without stock markets to open 
floors. 

“Despite reforms by some 
members, chronic deficits in 
the internal and external ba- 
lances remain in obstacle for 
growth, and even stability, in 
Arab economies, with the 
latest figures showing the de- 
ficit in Arab budgets reaching 
around 15 per cent of the 
GDP," he said. 

"This underscores the need 
for redressing financial policies 


LONDON (R) — Slumbering 
tanker rates are unlikely to 
emerge from their long 
hibernation any time soon, de- 
spite hopes for an easing of the 
poor supply conditions over- 
hanging the market, brokers 
$ai<T T uesday. 


and developing stock markets 
in the Arab World in order to 


in the Arab world in order to 
creare a framework capable of 
attracting national ana foreign 
investment and stimulating the 
private sector to play a greater 
role in economic and social 
development." he added. 

United Arab Emirates 


“Rates really are pretty dis- 
astrous and the number of 
ships being fixed is very flat," 
said one at shipbroker howard 
Houlder." There is no reason 
to think the market will pick up 
any time soon." 

A combination of low oil 
prices and severe weather in 
certain areas like the east coast 
of the United States had failed 
to give the market any appreci- 
able boost, brokers said. 

Freight rates for VLCCS 
(very large crude carriers) 
chartered out of the Mideast 


Gulf have averaged between 
30 and 35 Worldscale in recent 
weeks for both eastward and 
westward-bound voyages. 

Worldscale (W.S.) is a dol- 
iar-iinked system of quoting 
freight rates, making them 
more compatible international- 
ly. As late as November, rates 
had averaged W.S.40 but a 
much-heralded seasonal re- 
bound did not materialise and 
pessimism slowly set in. 

W.S.35 on a trip from the 
Mideast Gulf to Europe by a 
typical VLCC currently trans- 
lates into daily earnings of ab- 
out $6,880, shipbroker Clark- 
son said in its Shipping Intelli- 
gence Weekly. That figure 
compares with an average 
annual rate of $13,417 in 1995 
and $9,898 in 1992. 

The market is pinning its 


ipes on the second half of 
94 as more old ships 


approach their fourth survey 
and it becomes less economical 
to fix oil vessels, one broker 
said. 

"But we really need to see a 
big increase in scrapping for 
that to impact rates.' he 
added. 

In its recent half-yearly out- 
look, Clarkson said scrapping 
was progressing and that 
orderbooks had peaked and 
were declining. 

"The fleet will grow by just 
1.2 per cent in 1994, against 
around 2.2 per cent in 1993, 
and world trade should grow 
by rather more than that, 1 " 
Clarkson research director 
Martin Stopford told Reuters. 

Many brokers however said 
the market would have to wait 


until 1995 before seeing the 
effects of any improvement in 
supply conditions. They held 
out little hope in the short 


term. , . 

“With February stems being 
quoted and no sign of spy 
change in the demand for 
crude oil. the patient’s giving 
rise for extreme gone from 
‘still poorly’ to ‘grave and giv- 
ing rise for extreme concern, 
shipbroker Galbraith’s said in 
its weekly report. 

“There is sriH an ample 
supply of carrying space avail- 
able for January/carly Febru- 
ary loading in the Mideast 
Gulf, including oil company 
Relet Tonnage.” it said. 


Owners of vessels operating 
the western hemisphere — 


in the western hemisphere — 
the Caribbean and the east 
coast of the United States — 


have seen rates resist the 
general bearish trend due to 
severe weather. 

A voyage from the Carib- 
bean to the U.S. Gulf by a 
typical-sized 80,000 DWT 
Aframax fetched an average of 
W.S. 118 in recent days, up 
from W.S.98 earlier in the 
month. 

However, the harsh temper- 
atures arc now easing and ta 
arc expected to nudge 
Stormy weather in the N 
Sea is likely to depress ra 
■than boost rates as a lack ofi 
meant less cargoes from 
area, brokers said. 

Elsewhere, particularly m 
the West Africa Suezmax mar- 
ket, the outlook remains bleak 
amid the perennial problem of 
excewss tonnage supply and 
weak demand. 


(UAE) minister of state for 
financial and industrial affairs 


GATT’s successor body may start Jan. 1, 1995 

S 3 F& 2 L SET! 


Mr. Faqih, a Saudi, said his 
Abu Dhaoi-based fund was 


setting cup a data base to link 
Arab stock markets, where 
around 1.100 banks a com- 
panies trade their shares, with 
a market capitalisation of $35 
billion in 1992. 

He said the base, which 
would provide information on 
trading institutions in all mem- 
ber states, would start opera- 


Ahmad AJ Tayer, who opened 
the two-day conference, said 
financial poli tides in the region 
needed to be improved to en- 
sure the success of reforms and 
cushion foreign influences on 
the domestic economy. 

“Arab states, including 
those in the Gulf, should give 
financial instruments a greater 
role in economic growth and in 


reducing the impact of foreig 
factors Tike the decline in d< 


factors Tike the decline in de- 
mand for their exports," he 
said. "This could not be done 
without upgrading their stock 
markets.” 


GENEVA (R) — The World 
Trade Orga nisation (WTO), 
the GATTs successor body, 
seems likely to come into being 
as early as Jan. 1, 1995, six 
months earfieT than previously 
planned, trade sources have 
said. 

The global trade body — still 
savouring the successful con- 
clusion of the Uruguay Round 
liberalisation accord last 
month — will open its annual 
meeting Wednesday and a con- 
sensus appears to be growing 
in favour of pushing ahead 
with the WTO. 

GATT have opted to omit 
controversial issues, tike draft- 


ing new rales on workers' 
rights, from the agenda of a 
ministerial meeting in Mar- 
rakesh, Morroco, in mid-April 
to formally sign the round's 
final act, the trade sources 
said. 

This emerged from an infor- 
mal meeting Thursday be- 
tween heads of delegations 
chaired by Peter Sutherland, 
chief of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

Mr. Sutherland is consulting 
with major trading nations on 
the question of die WTO, 
which under the terms of the 
Uruguay Round agreement is 


supposed to go into force by 
July 1, 1995. 

“Quite a lot of delegates 
think it is necessary to get the 
thing going on Jan. 1,” said 
one trade source. “There is a 
movement towards an early 
implementation of the WTO.” 

In the meantime, trade dele- 
gates are busily completing bi- 
lateral tariff schedules, which 
must be ready by Feb. 15. 

While environment issues 
will remain on the ministerial 
agenda, questions of workers' 
rights and currency movements 
wfil be sidestepped and left for 
future talks, trade sources said. 

The United States has been 


Foreign investors in Russia worry over bleak outlook 


MOSCOW (R) — Foreign 
companies in Russia, sifting 
through the debris of weeks of 
political instability, dislike 
what they see and some are 
getting cold feet about in- 
vesting. 

• One of their major concerns 
is the inhospitable tax climate, 
which could keep some major 
projects in the tJeep freeze. 

Tne already gloomy outlook 
has been clouded further by 
the departure of radical refor- 
mers from the government, 
nationalist and conservative 
strength in the new parliament 
and recent presidential de- 
crees. 

"The government is desper- 
ate for foreign investment, but 
it doesn't seem to want inves- 
tors." one Western company 
executive said. 

"They have an uncanny abil- 
ity to shoot themselves in the 
foot and the neck at the same 
time," another commented. 

One casualty of legislative 
and fiscal chaos could be the 
potentially lucrative energy 
sector, where Western firms 


have been dangling; billions of 
dollars in front of their cash- 
strapped but resource-Russian 
partners. 

USX Corp’s Marathon Oil 
Co. is seeking tax guarantees 
before pressing ahead with a 
project involving an interna- 
tional consortium to developoii 


and gas fields off the far east- 
ern island of Sakhalin. 


At stake for Russia in the 
Iona-term Sakhalin deal is 


some $10 billion in investment. 

“We're just not going to do 
it unless we get some sanction 
from the parliament that says 
no new taxes.” J. David De- 
nton. manager of Marathon's 
operations in Russia, said. 

Another senior oil executive 
said it was too early to predict 
how parliament and the new 
government would behave. 

"Tax has always been a 
. problem. We need a stable 
fiscal environment thaL we can 
work with," he said. 

“There are additional taxes 
added from time to time, and 
taxes rise from time to time. 
You put it all together and you 
have a significant tax burden,” 
he pointed out. 

The fuel and energy ministry 
has asked the government to 
ease the tax burden, which in 
many cases makes oil exports 
unprofitable. But the finance 
**ihmistry, under Boris Fyodor- 
. -ass, has so far resisted sweeping 
-tax cuts. 

Economists say Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin’s 
more conservative cabinet 
could cut export taxes to stimu- 
late sales abroad. But there 
have been no policy statements 
on this yet. 

Taxes faced by foreign oil 
companies here include export 
tariffs, excise duties, profit 
taxes, value added tax (VAT), 
geological exploration taxes 
and royalties. 

Many firms have been ex- 
empted from export tariffs, in- 
cluding joint ventures and 


some tariffs have already been 
reduced. But analysts say the 
overall picture is still grim and 
confused. 

“There have been some (re- 
cent) major revisions to tax 
laws,” said Byron Ratliff, 
director of petroleum services 
and a tax partner at interna- 
tional consultancy Price 
Waterhouse. 

“All of this together has 
created an atmosphere that 
could very easily put large oil 
and gas investment on hold 
another year and maybe other 
types of investment." 

German companies are also 
finding it increasingly difficult 
to do business with Russia, 
complaining that Russian firms 
do not pay bills and that offi- 
cial corruption is on the in- 
crease. 

According to a survey in 
which up to 1,400 German 
firms wre asked to take; pag, 
the Eastern Europe Commit- 
tee of the Federation of Ger- 
man Industry (BDI) said a 
shortage of hard currency was 
the main problem impeding 
trade. 

Other obstacles included 
political instability in Russia, 
official corruption, crime, legal 
uncertainties, problems of 
property ownership, inflation 
and problems in communica- 
tions and transport. 

“A significant cause of the 
worsening payments record of 
Russian business partners is 
the shortage of hard currency, 
which affects almost all com- 


panies and has become the 
most important disruptive fac- 
tor in business with Russia,” 
the committee said. 

Germany is Russia's largest 
foreign trade partner. 

Only 20 per cent of German 
firms surveyed said they would 
describe business links with 
Russia as good or very good. 
“Economic cooperation is 
overwhelmingly seen as prob- 
lematic.” the report said. 

It said Russia had a small 
trade surplus with Germany in 
the first half of 1993, with 
exports of over five billion 
marks and imports from Ger- 
many of nearly five billion. 

The report complained of a 
lack of transparency about de- 
cision-making procedures in 
Russia, both at corpoTate and 
administrative level, and said 
some attempts were being 
made t6" reveise the post-corn- 
munis vrrend towards decentra- 
lisation. ■ 

Russia's insistence that li- 
cences must be obtained for 
exports was cited as an obsta- 
cle to expanding trade links 
and German companies also 
criticised multiple visas. 

“A major disruptive factor 
for the activities or companies 


in Russia is increasing corrup- 
tion among 'officials and tne 


tion among 'officials and the 
extortion of protection 
money," the report said. 

It said the quality of goods 
offered by some Russian com- 
panies in barter deals was de- 
clining. 

The German companies pol- 


led said the motivation of Rus- 
sian workers was high and their 
level of technical training was 
satisfactory but their know- 
ledge of business was poor. 

Engineering was the most 
important sector for trade with 
Russia but German companies 
had seen their Russian busi- 
ness decline by as much as 90 
per cent. 

'The engineering sector is 
particularly affected by foreign 
competition and payments dif- 
ficulties on the part of Russian 
partners,” the report said. 

Meanwhile Russia has asked 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for help in shaping 
its government budget in hopes 
the action will free $1.5 billion 
in international aid, a senior 
Russian official has said. 

“What we want to do is not 
wait for the 

ment to formulate tne budget. ■ 
: We want the fund to come navi " 
•and work with us together,” 
Konstantin Kagalovsky, IMF 
executive director for Russia 
told Reuters. 

The IMF declined comment. 
But international monetary 
sources confirmed that Rus- 
sia's Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin has invited an 
.IMF team to Moscow and that 
it will be leavingthis week. 

Plans for an IMF negotiating 
team to travel to Moscow to 
evaluate Russia's economic 
prospects were thrown into 
doubt last week after a major 
cabinet shakeup there. 


Israel halts 
oil imports 
from Mexico 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
has halted crude oil imports 
from Mexico, which amounted 
to 1.5 million tonne in 1993. 
'the energy ministry said 
Tuesday. 

“The government decided 
no longr to subsidise the extra 
transport costs of Mexican 
crude taken by Israeli oil com- 
panies, and therefore not to 
renew the Mexican contract 
which expired at the end of 
December,” Yossef Kolitz, 
director of the oil administra- 
tion told AFP. 

“The companies will get sup- 
plies from other markets," he 
added. 

Israel imports some 10 mil- 
lion tonnes of crude yearly — 
four million tonnes from Egypt 


(two million tonnes from ine 
1979 peace treaty and two mil- 


1979 peace treaty and two mil- 
lion tonnes bought from the 
Egyptian free market), 0.75 
million tonnes from Norway, 
and more than five million 
tonnes from various spot mar- 
kets, Mr. Kolitz explained. 

He refused to comment on 
talks with Egypt and Qatar to 
provide Israel with natural gas. 

"All we know is that we will 
soon be importing natural gas. 
a clean source or energy.” he 
said. 

Oil makes up 70 per cent of 
Israel's energy consumption, 
and coal 28 per cent. The 
remainder is supplied by solar 
and wind energy plants. 


“Tell me about your day, Stanley — 
but please use words, not grunts!" 


Andy Capp 



Mm 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


L -cramblo these tour Jumbles, 
on* Mt io each square. io loim 
lour -Jinary words. 


irs practically 
time lor breaUast 




WHAT 

AUSTRALIAN WIFE 
CALL£P HER 
TARpy HUS0ANP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested t>y the above cartoon. 


Print answer hers: HER 


Yesteroc. 


Jumbles; GAVEL 


GAVEL TUNED COSTLY 
Answer vwiatme coach gave the charrne) 

swimmers — ’SOUND" ADVICE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
COSTLY RANCID 




0ERN6D IF 
they Didn't 
ALL HIDE 
UNOERVOUR 
BALL FOR 

SAFETY' 



-C0-7DU6H 
COUCSe.AlNT 
IT, MUTT? 

I BET THE 

WORMS ARE 

Thinking 
THAT THEY 
HAD AH 

earthquake; 


trade negotiations, and or 
ministers to address the issue 
in April. 

“The general view is that we 
won't have time to take on 
issues that are not clearly man- 
dated,” one GATT sources 
said. 

"There is a great unwilling- 
ness to try to deal with any 
other issues between now and 
Marrakesh,” he added. “New 
issues could muddy the waters 
too much.” 

The ministerial meetin g is to 
be held in Marrakesh from 
April 12 to 15. 

The annual session of 
GATTs 115 contracting par- 
ties (member states) opens in 
Geneva Wednesday and will 
end Thursday, according to 
GATT spokesman David 


the annual report of the 
GATTs ruling council on its 
activities and rulings in bilater- 
al rows, including contentious 
sectors such as steel and bana- 


fORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY 26, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The triple Moon opposition to 
Neptune, Uranus and Mars cre- 
ate some peculiar conditions so 
be sure you don’t commit your- 
self to any new course of action 
thai could lead you in the wrong 
direction. 


ARIES: (Maid) 21 to April 19) 
Are you sure you have all the 
information you need for that 
new idea you want to put in 


world of activity for whatever 
reason you may have in mibd, or 
for pleasure, but be sure you do 
not spend too much money. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Do shopping and get 
letters out early and be practical 
in all that you do so that you 
impress others with your prayer- 
ful and logical approach to all 
important interests. 


operation and have you handled 
any objections from other 



; "• { TAURUS: (April Zffjo May 20) 
Get an early start putting affairs 
in order with associates. Forget 
that private.AQxiety abou t which 
nothing can be done at thteliRTtfr 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Try to find out what associates 
require of you in the early morn- 
ing, then carry on with obliga- 
tions in a quiet and efficient 
manner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You arc able to com- 
plete dull tasks quickly in early 
morning, and it behooves you to 
do so, since later you can confer 
with associates and come to a 
better understanding without 
stepping on toes. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Take the time to improve, 
appearance at barber or beauty 
shop in the morning, then you 
will be in a better mood to dig 
right in and get tasks done more 
efficiently. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) After you have gotten all 
in order at borne, get out into the 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2!) The morning is 
the best time to handle all finan- 
cial and real estate matters. En- 
joy. (he company of friends this 
evening to have a good time. . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
—to December 21)-J£now_ whal. 
' your true goals are in the early 
morning, then keep busily. occu- 
pied paling wheels in motion to 
attain them for your ultimate 
su c c ess . 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be sure you fust 
plan you itinerary in the'moming 
so that this can be a most success- 
ful day with regard to any in- 
terests you may have in mind. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Make it a point to 
heed the advice of an upright 
individual today before starting 
out on your round of calls or 
visits, and put suggestions to 
work. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Morning is the best time to 
get work done and credit im- 
proved. so that the afternoon can 
be free for making new friends or 
contacts, as well as enjoy old 
ones. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Af Bockor 



ACROSS 
l Qemenoi 
6 Bed support 
10 Stringed 
instruments 
1« Bizarre 
15 Ms Gerr 

iSNegnolow 

(Urns 

17 Swipe 

18 Enthusiastic 

19 Vestibule 

20 Johnny—- 
fupstan) 

22 CHrva genus 

23 Ripening i actor 
2 * High ground 
26 Make certain 
30 Canadian nine 

32 Out of kilter 

33 Memo 

35 Unoriginal 
39 Occurring uch 
day 

ai Bouquet 


aaaai 

mmmi 


aaaaa 


aaaai 

aaaa 


« Name In style 

46 Contest 

47 Ski mecca 

49 Gave false info 
Si -Where 
angels — 
tread- 

54 Bnhsn gun 

56 Opposed 

57 Thaebta 

63 Dfvtston word 

64 first remain 

plays 

65 Vietnam city 

66 Feast 

67 Sandburg 

68 Zola 

69 Formal address 

70 Barely gets by 
fwWi "out") 

71 Out of stylo 




DOWN 

1 Rear 

2 Brougham 

3 Check 

4 Dies _ 

5 Place for wine 

6 Condition 

7 Young here 


8 Seed cover 

9 Neaien 
TO WOrks on 

furniture 

11 Marsupial 

12 Actress Burstyn 

13 Caesar, e.g. 

21 Upper stags lor 
a rocket 

25 Certain case: 
abbr. 

26 Ordered 

27 Essayist 

28 Heavy tog 

29 wildly funny 
31 Foreign prefix 
34 "Ye ^Shoppe- 

36 Arab heacaand 

37 "Arsenic and 
Old-" 

38 Ogled 
40 Hotbed 
4 2 Abatona 
45 Motivate 

44 Sweep down 
on 

50 Barely moved 


Yesterday's Panto Sdwd: 


nomci nrun.^n 

nnm □nnnn 

„ r ,SF! r]nninn nnnn 
r-,HHS n nnn nnn 
rannn nnrnnnnn 

nnnnn 

angnnnonnnnn^nn 
oaaoni nnrani nnn 
aciHHOHn nnnn 
□nnn 

nnnn nnmnrjon 
nnnonnunHnnnnnn 
nnG00 nnnn nnnn 
ancinn nnnn mnnn 


51 Gets a low 

S -ade 
siiasaness 
53 Perfume 
55 Squeals 


SSpfee'e — 
&9 Hindu hero 

60 Single tring 

61 Shoe part 
S2 Bound 


□as. _ . „ . . 

With China, Chinese Taipei 
and the Russian Federation- 
among 20 applicant countries 
waiting in the wings, questions 
of future admission are also 
expected to be raised. 

GATT is under pressure to 
admit major traders as found- 
ing members oftbe world trade 
organisation - 

Only Honduras and Slovenia 
are close to accession, while 
the annual meeting is also ex- 
pected to establish a working 
pary to study Jordan's recent 
application, GATT sources 
said. 
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Indian tourism moves away from tradition to adventure 


The tourism authorities in 
India have chalked out 
elaborate strategies to 
explore the hitherto un- 
exploited facets of na- 
ture’s myriad exclusive 
endowments to the Indi- 
an sub-continent. A host 
of idyllic abodes and 
mountainous terrains are 
being opened out for 
adventure tourism. 

With an exciting blend 
of unbridled freedom, 
nature wilderness and 
spellbinding adventure. 
Indian tourism is now all 
set to see the internation- 
al tourist. 


As part of this en- 
deavour. tourism author- 
ities have started prom- 
oting various segments 
of special interest tour- 
ism like adventure sports 
and wildlife tours, beach 
tourism, fairs, festivals, 
conventions and confer- 
ences and summer and 
winter trekkings. 

The new concept aims 
at attracting a new breed 
pf tourists who come to 
India not only to savour 
priceless ancient monu- 
ments, but also to taste a 
bonanza of river running, 
hang-glidding, heli- 


CONGRATULATIONS 


o 


Rl-Kormel Travel & Tourism, 
Trading Co. Ltd. 


General agents of 


in Jordan 

Congratulates the friendly Indian nation on 
India’s Republic Day. 


skiing, rock-climbing, 
ballooning, mountaineer- 
ing and motor rallying. 

The National Action 
Plan for Tourism, recent- 
ly finalised by the gov- 
ernment. aims at project- 
ing India as an interest- 
.ing and exciting destina- 
tion of the nineties. The 
plan seeks to increase 
the share of the foreign 
tourist arrivals in the 
country in the global 
tourism movement from 
the current level of 0.04 
per cent to one per cent 
in the next five years. It 
also aims at improving 
the facilities to tourists 
particularly the budget 
category and expanding 
them so as to provide an 
affordable holiday. A 
major objective is also to 
preserve and enrich the 
environment and make it 
an integral part of 
tourism. 

While keeping intact 
the traditional image, In- 
dia now proposes to en- 
courage diversification 
of tourism, mainly in the 
field of leisure, adven- 
ture, conventions and in- 


On the occasion of 

THE REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 

AL-KHALEEJ FROZEN MEAT AND FOOD STUFF CO. (AMMAN-JORDAN) 
Conveys its hearty greetings & felicitation? , - 
- 1 " "to thapeopTe of India- ‘ 
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centive tourism, thereby 
responding to the 
changing consumer de- 
mands. Greater thrust is 
now being put on speci- 
fic destination market- 
ing, concentrating on 
specified circuit destina- 
tions in the overseas 
publicity programme. 

With these changes 
which seek to supple- 
ment the country's cultu- 
ral image that was high- 
lighted earlier, the tour- 
ism industry is expected 
to attract more number 
of tourists from across 
the globe. 

New potential tourist 
attraction spots have 
been identified with a 
view to promote them as 
centres for adventure 
and sport tourism 
through improvement in 
facilities and aggressive 
publicity and marketing 
efforts. 

Since hotel industry is 
the heart of the tourism 
industry, several liberal 
incentives are being pro- 
vided for its growth. In 
addition, a new scheme 
for developing camping 
sites is being started, 
specially for the low 
budget tourists to en- 
courage domestic tour- 
ism. It has also been 
planned to introduce a 
scheme of. paying guest 
accom/nd'daiion for 

fgn tourists^ fUtw -*ww 



HUAZl AND GHOSHEH 
FOODSTUFF COMPANY 

Warm greetings & felicita- 
tions to the president and 
people of India on the 
occasion of their 

Republic Day. 





Greetings to the president 
and the people of India on 
the anniversary of the 

The Republic Day of India 

Yousef Akkad 
and Sons Company. 
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MODERN VEHICLE TRADING CO 

Agents of TATA in Jordan 
and 

ELBA HOUSE CO. LTD 

Manufacturers of TATA Buses in Jordan 
Congratulate the president 
and the people of India 
on the occasion of the 

REPUBLIC DAY 




Since much of the 
tourism activities involve 
nature and its bounties, 
the impact on environ- 
ment and possible dam- 
ages to it are being 


taken care of. 

The emphasis is on 
balancing tourism har- 
moniously with the 
ecosystem without harm- 
ing the interests of either. 








CONGRATULATIONS 

On the occasion of the 

Republic Day of India, 

Al Qudah Trading Co., wishes the government 
and the people of India more progress and 
prosperity. And many thanks to the Indian embas- 
K?sy for their cooperation. 

tfmk/ail ~ - - - 






On the occasion of the Republic 

Indri-Jot-dan Schfolars Club 

conveys its hearty greeting to the gov- 
ernment and Indian people 


On the occasion of the Republic 
Day of India 

Dr. Naser Al Maaitah, director of 
Zarqa University Services Est. 

conveys his hearty greeting to the 
government and Indian people. 



4^ 

JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRY 
COORDINATION COMMITTEE 

Jordan Phosphate H&Arab Potash 

Mines Company Ur w Company 

WISH 

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 
A HAPPY REPUBLIC DAY 
AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 
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In an address to the 
nation on tne eve of the 
.Republic Day, the pres* 
id-ent of India, Dr. 
Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
.-said: “India seeks 
'peace, friendship and 

'Cooperation with all na- 
itions and peoples, spe- 
cialty cur neighbours in 

• _ the sub-continent and 
; Mother countries in Asia 
. iwith whom we have ties 

■•.■of kindship and culture. 

• • -He said: "As we enter 
'the forty-fifth year of our 
'^republic, each of us 

must realise, and act 
upon the realisation. 
. that increasingly, the 
world of today will test 
. -our every sinew and 

• • ■faculty, virtue and ideal, 
’every system and sec- 

' .'.tor. More than ever be- 
. iore, common sense 
and plain understand- 
ing of present realities 
enjoin that we must 
organise ourselves to 
v -stand on our own re- 
. -.sources: Human, insti- 

• tutional. material spir- 
; itual, indeed, we shall 
; have to strive ever har- 
: ; der, unitedly and with 
! self-reliance, to go from 

strength to strength 
■' howsoever difficult the 

• task may be.” 


CONGRATULATIONS 

* MUHMUD Al-SAHILI AND PARTNERS 
GENERAL 

CONTRACTINCJ COMPANY ( MAS ). 
SILVER STAR INTERNATIONAL Est (SSI ) 
(MAHMOUD AL-SAHILI SONS > 


( We extend our deepest fel idtations for our 
j friendly country INDIA and wishing the Indian 
5 people every progress on the occasion of the 
S 45th Republic Dav 

S M. AL-SAHILI 2 


CONGRATULATIONS 

On the occasion of 

the Republic Day of India, 

the president of Middle East Marketing Services 
Ltd. and its staff convey its felicitations and cordial 
wishes to the embassy and the people of India. 


FELICITATIONS 
PAK VAN SERVICES 

Extend their greetings and best 
wishes to the people of India on 
the occasion of the 

Republic Day of India 



Congratulations 

INDIA'S l&futglec. 



KAWA K Drug Store 


CONGRATULATIONS 

A. R. Kevorkian Company 

wishing 

the people of India more 
progress and prosperty on the 
occasion of 

The Republic Day of India 


CONGRA TULA TIONS 
to the Indian embassy 

On the occasion of 

India’s Republic Day 

We extend our best wishes for 
continued progress and 
prosperity to the friendly peo- 
ple and government of India. 

Jordan Company for Supplies 
M. Taweel ☆ S. Shreim 
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ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE REPUBLIC DAY OF 

INDIA 



INDO - JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD. 

(A JOINT VENTURE OF SPIC-INDIA i JPUOJORDAN) 

CONVEYS ITS FELICITATIONS AND CORDIAL 
WISiHES TO THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 



. .CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
jind the Palestine Liberation 
=Organisation (PLO) signed an 
: economic cooperation agree- 
; ment Monday to ease trade. 

• investment and joint projects 
! with the future seif-ruled 

. Palestinian areas of the West 
; Bank and Gaza Strip. 

• ' The PLO signed a similar 

• agreement with Jordan last 
'month after criticism there and 
; other neighbouring states that 
. PLO leader Yasser Arafat’s 
-• steps to reach peace with Israel 

could harm tne economies of 
Arab states. 

The agreement was signed 
■ shortly before Mr. Arafat ar- 
. "rived "in Cairo to be briefed on 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa's 
. visit to Israel on Monday to 
push forward Israeli— Palesti- 
nian negotiations. 
i*^Mr. Si usa and his Palesti- 
nian counterpart. Farouk Kad- 
doumi. signed the agreement. 
■ which calls for economic coop- 
: ejation in the fields of indus- 
try, agriculture, investment, 
UTurism. technology, health 
and education. 

Egypt, whose economy is 
;badly in need of a boost, wants 
to play a role in the many 
development projects which 
are expected to take place in 
Gaza and the Jericho area of 
the West Bank once Israel 
withdraws from the two re- 
gions. 

The agreement says Egypt 
will help in infrastructure pro- 
jects and a study wil be con- 
ducted on a free trade zone on 
the Gaza- Egyptian border. It 


sign 
accord 

opens the way tor Egyptian 
banks to operate in the Palesti- 
nian area and for concessions 
to ease the movement of com- 
modities to and from Egvpt. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s Political Department, 
told reporters at the signing 
that the agreement was similar 
to orie the PLO has signed with 

^The most specific provisions 
are: 

— The Egytians and the 
Palestinians will give each 
other most favoured nation 
status in trade. 

— Commercial transactions 
between them will be paid for 
in convertible currencies. 

— To qualify as locally 
manufactured, products they 
want to export to each other 
must have a local production 
cost content of at least 40 per 
cent, either in the form of 
labour or raw materials. 

— They will study the possi- 
bility of setting up a “free 
zone" in rafah, on the border 
between Egypt and the Gaza 
Strip, for trade, industry and 
investment. 

— They will coordinate on 
any projects that may have a 
regional dimension, 'such as 
power stations, roads, tele- 
communications and water de- 
salination. 

— The Palestinians will 
make it easy for Egyptian 
banks and other financial in- 
stitutions to set up branches in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and the Egyptians will recipro- 
cate. 


Two Massachusetts firms 
’m ©pen offices in Israel 


“TEL AVIV i AP) — Mas- 
sachusetts Governor William 
JF. Welid announced Tuesday 
Thirl two Massachusetts phar- 
macological companies. Gen- 
zyir.e and Odyssey therapeu- 
tics. would open offices in 
1 1srael, saving the companies 
! hoped to reach the wider re- 
Jgloh as a result. 

4 * “We're delighted to be the 
2fir.sj through the doors of 
jpetux." Mr. Weld told repor- 
ters. ■’ t his demonstrates both 
JrTic strong possibilities for 
£t«'ade between Massachusetts 
*kqd Israel and the advantages 
•dT .having a trade office 'in 

Weld, uho opened the 
iQnssaehuseits trade office in 
Jerusalem during a Aug.-Sep. 
1 ;, 92 visit. i> lending a delega- 
tion of 5U businessmen a"nd 
women as well as technical 
expert*. He said the office hud 
increased Israd-Mnssachusctts 
trade by 16 per cent since it 
was opened. 

Odyssey therapeutics will 
sponsor research on the aging 
process and immune deficiency 
at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, and at Bar Han 


University in Tel Aviv, and 
will market menopause treat- 
ment products manufactured 
by the Israeli firm Bioresearch 
in Massachusetts, said com- 
pany president Michael 
Osband. 

G enzyme sees Israel as a 
nutural market for its treat- 
ments for gaucher. a disease 
mainly afflicting Jews, said 
Genzyme representative Zeev 
Zelig. The treatment's use of 
the ceradase enzyme markedly 
turns around those sufferers 
from the debilitating disease, 
which causes bones to become 
brittle. 

Mr. Weld’s delegation, 
which represents 22 companies 
involved in construction, tour- 
ism. telecommunications and 
information technology, dis- 
cussed investment opportuni- 
ties Monday with Palestinian 
businessmen and leaders in the 
occupied territories in the 
wake of the proposed Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

"They understood the need 
for institutions that will de- 
velop the economy," Mr. Weld 
said. 


Algerian talks open amid confusion 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
Algerian government launched 
a national conference Tuesday 
aimed at finding a political 
settlement to fundamentalist 
violence, but most political 
parties stayed away from the 
meeting. 

Five of the country’s six 
main political parties refused 
to attend the two-day confer- 
ence, and another grouping, 
the National Constitutional 
Rally (RNC), walked out of- 
Tuesday's opening session, 
saying it saw “no point" in 
taking part. 

The parties principal con- 
cern was the absence at the 
meeting of the outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), 
whose suppression early in 
1992 has led to a fundamental- 
ist guerrilla war which has cost 
more than 3,000 lives. 

The meeting was opened by 
the head of the collegiate pres- 
idency, Ali Kafi, under tight 
security at the Club des Pine, 
about 30 kilometres from the 
capital. 

The closed door discussions 
were being attended mainly by 
government workers, repre-. 
senlatives of the main union 
federations and the national 
organisation of veterans of 
Algeria's independence war 
against France, won in 1962. 

Faced with the lack of broad 
support for the conference, the 
government Tuesday cut back- 
us goals for the meeting, which 
was originally to have chosen 
an Algerian president and two 
vice-presidents to replace the 
current High State Council, or 
collegiate presidency, whose 
mandate expires on Jan. 31. 

A new plan put to the con- 
ference by organisers Tuesday- 
said that the new leadership 
should rather be chosen by the 
high Security Council, a milit- 
ary-dominated body. 

The move led the" only Mus- 
lim movement willing to par- 
ticipate, the Movement for 
Islamic Society (MSI-Hamas). 
to threaten to quit the meeting. 

Further contusion was sown 
when the government's even- 
ing paper. A1 Masaa. said that 



Armed security police keep watch at the Palace 
of Nations, where an Algerian national confer- 


ence aimed at ending two years of militant 
violence opened Tuesday (AFP photo) 


the high-powered four-man 
team from the banner FIS, led 
by the movement’s national 
spokesman Abdul Kadar 
Hachani. was attending the 
talks. 

This report named the de- 
legation and said that its three 
other members had been tem- 
porarily freed from prison with 
a mandate to participate from 
top FIS leader Abassi Madam, 
serving a jail term for stale 
security offences. 

But the report was swiftly 
denied by tne head of the 
commission set up to organise 
the conference. Yousef Kha- 
tib. Well-informed sources had 
reported last-ditch “contacts” 
between his team and ficurcs 
dose to the FIS. but officials 
had refused to confirm them. 

The main exiled leader of 
the FIS. Rabah Kebir, said in 
Germany Tuesday that reports 
that his movement was attend- 
ing the meeting were “pure 
lies." 

But another senior Algerian 


offidal said the banned front 
has accepted the principle of 
dialogue with the authorities. 

"Regarding the ‘Islamic sen- 
sibility - ... the commission has 
registered its acceptance of di- 
alogue as a principle and a 
political step." Mr. Abdul 
Kadcr Bcnsalem told a news 
conference. 

Algeria’s authorities gener- 
ally refer to the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front FIS as "the Islamic 
sensibility. Mr. Bcnsalem is 
spokesman for the National 
Dialogue Commission. 

The four purported FIS de- 
legates were not seen by jour- 
nalists covering the opening 
session. 

Though five of the six big- 
gest legal political parties 
boycotted the conference, de- 
legates were sent by labour 
unions, profcssinal groups and 
civic assodutions. as well as 
dozens of minor political par- 
ties. The conference is in- 
tended to establish a tran- 
sitional government that would 


guide Algeria towards elec- 
tions. 

The ruling coundl is sche- 
duled to cede power next Mon- 
day to a new president to be 
selected by the national confer- 
ence. The president would 
overseee a transitional govern- 
ment that would set the stage 
for presidential and legislative 
elections in three years. 

Preparations for the confer- 
ence were marred by debate 
about whether FIS supporters 
should be allowed to partici- 
pate. 

As the date for the confer- 
ence approached, one after 
another of the main legal par- 
ties decided not to participate, 
including the National Lincra- 
tion Front. Algeria's former 
ruling party. 

Of tne six non-fundamental- 
ist panics that received more 
than 100,000 votes in the last 
elections, only the moderate 
movement for an Islamic socie- 
ty was represented at the con- 
ference. 


De Klerk: Time short for Freedom Alliance 


PRETORIA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Frederik de Klerk Tues- 
day warned that time had ail 
but run out for the conserva- 
tive Freedom Alliance to re- 
join South Africa's democracy 
process before non-racial elec- 
tions on April 27. 

"If agreement is reached to- 
day. a” parliamentary session 
remains a possibility." Mr. De 
Klerk said, referring to the 
session that would have to 
ratify’ changes to the new’ con- 
stitution wfrich will come into 
for after the election. 

“But agreement must be 
reached now, otherwise it will 
be too late.” he told a media 
briefing here. 

The government, the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
and the alliance were meeting 


here again Tuesday in a final 
bid to reach a constitutional 
pact after marathon talks 
through the night Monday en- 
ded in deadlock. 

Government and ANC 
negotiations were gloomy 
ahead of the meeting Tuesday, 
with chief government nego 
tiator Roelf Meyer saying in a 
radio interview that he was not 
hopeful of a breakthrough. 

He said Tuesday was the 
final deadline for an agreement 
on issues which necessitated 
changes to the interim con- 
stitution agreed to be democra- 
cy negotiators and approved by 
parliament in December. 

The alliance, comprising the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP). the Bophuthats- 
wana black homeland and the 


white right-wing Afrikaner 
Volksfront (AVF), wants 
federal guarantees entrenched 
in the new constitution to take 
effect after the April poll. 

Under the election act, Mr. 
De Klerk has to proclaim the 
April 27 poll by Wednesday, 
but under special circumst- 
ances he can delay the proc- 
lamation for 3 o days. 

Once the proclamation has 
been issued, nowever.no furth- 
er changes can be made to the 
constitution. 

At the briefing. Mr. De 
Kicrk held out the possibility 
that even if the alliance was not 
brought back on board before 
the poll, "we can continue 
negotiating after the election." 

Responding to media spe- 
culation here that the alliance 


was about to quit the negotia- 
tions altogether, Mr. De Kicrk 
said that "it will be a pitv” if 
they did. 

"’For any party to boycott a 
free and democratic process 
seems an unwise path to take." 
Mr. De Klerk said. "Boycot- 
ting is an alien method for any 
partv to use." 

aThe alliance has so far 
boycotted the transitionala 
structures set up to oversee 
government in rhe run-up to 
the election and has not com- 
mitted itself to contesting the 
election. 

ANC negotiator Cyril 
Ramaphosn was also gloomy. 
“I have very little hope at this 
point in time that there will be 
an agreement." he told domes- 
tic news agenev SAPA. 


Violations date back to years 


(Continued from page 1) 


equipped to conduct many of 
the tests required by regula- 
tions. 

According to the docu- 
ments. she 'also pointed out 
that tests on whether food 
items met specifications and 
standards were being con- 
ducted at the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, which set those 
specification something which 
she described as unacceptable. 

The minister released funds 
for refurbishing the laborator- 
ies and documents and -the- 
sources revealed that the situai 
tion there had improved. : 

But in February 1990, the 
director of the laboratory was 
removed from her post and 
transferred to the department 
of pharmacy and drug control 
where she was to work as a 
pharmacist. 

The derision was taken by a 
new minister of health who 
took over in a cabinet reshuffle 
in early 1990. 

The director sued the Minis- 
try of Health on the grounds 
that her transfer was “a puni- 
tive measure," according to 
the documents. But the Higher 
Court of Justice rejected the 
case ruling that it aid not fall 
within its jurisdiction. 

According to the docu- 
ments. the director of the 
laboratories had said the deri- 
sion to transfer her was made 
at the prompting of people 
who opposed her measure to 
have the laboratories run 
according to regulations. 

An Arabic language weekly 
Thursday raised public concern 
about the efficiency of mea- 
sures taken to ensure the safetv 
of food and medicine when it 
quoted Minister of Health 
Abdul Rahim Malhas as saving 
that a "good quantity' of food 
and medicine that reaches the 
market is unfit (for human 
consumption)." 

Dr. Malhos told the Jordan 
Times Friday that there was a 
deficiency in the laws gov- 
erning the sale of food and 
drugs in the market. He said 
some drug and food importers 
were violating the few existing 
laws that regulate the distribu- 
tion and sale of food and medi- 
cine. 

Sources told the Jordan 
Times Monday that samples of 
medicines that used to he sub- 
mitted to the pharmacy and 
drug control department be- 
fore October for testing and 
registration were not recorded 


and their whereabouts oould 
not be accounted for. 

The sources also -said- that 
some records were also missing 
from the department. 

Acting Prime Minister Ma'n 
Abu Nowar Tuesday said the 
government was forming two 
committees to investigate the 
minister's charge (see separate 
story). 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
me nt is today.'scheduled to set 
a 'dale - for a' session .during 
which ; the government -would 
explain its policies on -food and 
medicine and the steps it would 
take in light of Dr. Malhas’s 
comments. 

A statement issued by the 
spokesman and deputies of 
parliamentary blocs and com- 
mittees said deputies would 
propose appropriate solutions 
to what they described as a 
"serious situation." 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince fiassan. the Regent, 
Tuesday proposed the forma- 
tion of a committee to investi- 
gate the charges raised by Dr. 
Malhas. 

No information could be 
obtained on the situation at the 
central laboratories now. But 
sources say that two important 
tests to determine the safety of 
milk, meat and poultry are still 
nor conducted in the Kingdom. 

Sources say that no hormone 
tests are conducted on meat 
and poultry and no antibiotic- 
tests are done on milk. The 
tests would serve to determine 
whether meat, poultry or milk 
could still have traces of hor- 
mones or antibiotics that may. 
have been injected to the 
animals. 

One pharmacologist who 
conducted studies on hor- 
mones injected to animals said 
the hormones test was an im- 
portant test that should be 
conducted on food before if 
was declared safe. 

The law stipulates that no 
food items should be sold on 
the market before the Ministry 
of Health and other govern- 
ment departments certify that 
they are fit for human con- 
sumption. 

But sources told the Jordan 
pmes that the tests required to- 
determine whether food items 
are fit for consumption or not 
are conducted by various gov- 
ernment ministries and depart- 
ments. leading to gaps and 
loopholes as well as ineffi- 
ciency. 


‘Nothing less than full Golan : 


(Continued from page 1) 

911-minute meeting expressing 
condolences to Mr. Allaf for 
the death of President Assad’s 
son Basel, who was killed last 
Friday in a car crash in 
Damascus. 

Separate meetings at undis- 
closed locations were held with 
Palestinian and Lebanese 
negotiators. 

Although the site was not 
announced, officials said Mon- 
day's talks were held about 1.5 
kilometres north of the State 


Department in a hotel dis 
Acting Slate Departi 
spokesman Christine S! 
said the new format en; 
the parties to "probe 
other's ideas in a very rel 
kind of wav." 

She also indicated thal 
administration wanted to 
the talks as private as poss 
“We have felt that 
would be most product!' 
the emphasis was on ma 
progress and not just on i 
tng publicity." she said. 
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Economy 

FAO warns of food 
shortages in Africa 

“£«(» 7; Jac 9 ue * Diouf * head of the U.N.'s Food and 
Organisation (fAO), said Monday some 15 
Atritan naUons faced cntica! food shortages because of civil 
conflict and bad environmental conditions. Mr. Diouf. from 
Senegal and the first African director-general of the U.N.’S 
Toon uia arm added m a statement he was committed to 
irurrc.ising food production in the weakest pans of the world. 
Twenty-eight countries, 15 of them in Africa, face critical 
shortages due to civil conflicts and adverse conditions.’* Mr. 
piout said. “It is an absolute prioritfy for the FAO to aid and 
increase production in these weak areas.** Mr. Diouf issued his 
statement as the FAO’s World Food Programme (WFP) 
approved $84.6 million in food and air for Angola and $35 
million in emergency relief supplies for some 23 million 
Eritreans. 
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TRADED PMV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
Jt PRICE 


21.045 
US.-.S4 
19.171 
1.3*t 
B,55< 
LSI. All 
91. ’SB 
Jlfc. 0« 
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77. JN9 
BT.SbV 

1.103 
JOT, sot 
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!*.«:« 
IS . '-TV 

791 
1 (.4,107 
7.2b*. 
S.tSO 
l.JVb 
JO, 430 
Sou 
17.595 
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at 

71.555 
14,795 
I.A90 
9,090 
Jtt.bAD 
220. 1J7 
21.0 JO 

I. 395 
11,245 

5, 980 
J 1.405 
1.195 

JB. 570 
51J 
103. 1JS 

'..425 

7,270 

1,500 

2.44? 

II, 992 
42,419 

875 

J5.4T2 

7,107 

155,040 


i91. 500 
T.9J3 
4.400 
2. IDO 
J.110 
5.330 
1.2,0 
2.040 
4.395 
5.J9C 
4.500 
4. BOO 
J.490 
4.650 
2 4*0 
J.BBU 
4. 850 
2.430 
4.950 
2.I4D 
O.BSD 
4.0<r3 

I. 713 
23.703 

J. 270 
3.440 

I. 130 
3.090 

ID. 450 
:.««■ 

J. 4S0 
22.5DO 

6.240 
1.100 
4. coo 
2.BCU 
0.373 
17,050 

2. J70 
10.170 

0.3BD 
5.303 
3.550 
2.150 
7 603 
4.940 
1.210 
7.050 
3.510 

3. JU 
1 ■ 260 
5.070 


197.250 

7.920 

4. BIO 
2.110 
3.220 
6.370 
3-733 
2.100 
4. 350 

5. 360 
4.5BD 
4.900 
1.493 

4.750 

2.440 

3.67(1 

4.660 

3.413 

5. GOO 
2.150 
O.HTC 
4.050 
1.540 

23.650 

2.270 

1.450 
1.723 
3.070 
I9.65C 
1.450 
7.4*0 
12.900 
8.210 
3.153 
4.603 
2.790 
0.370 
17.000 
2.390 
10.700 
0.390 
5.400 
' 1.510 
2.160 
7.600 
4.680 
1.320 
7.600 
3.500 

3.360 
I ?70 
5.(40 


192. CGO 
8.000 
4.A2D 
2. IDO 
J.I10 
5.330 
3.230 

7.100 
4.25D 
5.200 
4.580 
4.030 
7.01G 
3.000 

2.440 
3.460 
4. BSD 

3.440 

4.980 

2.150 
O.BVO 

4. OS 0 
1.640 
13.500 
2.280 

1.440 
1.120 
3.090 

1C. 450 
7.450 
7.650 
12.550 

8.150 
3-160 

4.100 
2.770 
0.300 

16.050 

2.390 

10.150 

0.360 

5.350 
3.660 

2.150 
7.500 
4.900 
1.220 
-.603 
3.600 

3.350 
1-280 
5.890 
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Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-ape raxion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Emocumncy Interest Rates 


Date: £5/7/1994. 


Currency i Sis,!. 

1 MTH 

3 MTOS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

u s - D55T ^7^ 


3.72 

.03.25 

3.6? 

Sterling Pound 

5.43 

5.31 

5.25 

5. IS 

Deutsche Murk 

6.00 

5.61 

5.5 6 

5.31 

Swiss Franc 

4.06 

3.93 

3.75 

3.46 

French Franc 

6.50 

6. IS 

6.00 

5 .43 

Japanese Yen 

2.21 

2.04 

1.96 

1.S4 

European Currency Unit 

6.62 

6.3S 

6.13 

5.66 
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Pradons Metals 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm“ 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

3S3.Z5 

7.50 

Silver 

5.16 

0.115 
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Central Bank of Iordan Exchange 


late Bulletin 

Date: 25J1/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

UJ. Dollar 

0.7 1750 

0.7070 

Sterling Pound 

1 .0525 

1.0576 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4020 

0.4040 

Swiss Franc 

0.4792 

0.4S16 

French Franc 

0.11S4 

0.1190 

Japanese Yen - ' 

0.6313 

0.6345 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3SS7 

0.3605 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira' 

0.0413 

0.0415 

Belgian Franc 




Other Cnmndcs 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8500 

I.S650 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.040675 

0.041755 

Saudi Rival 

0.1677 

0.1665 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3500 

2.4640 

Qatari Rival 

0.1914 

0.1923 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

Q.2200 

Omani Rival 

i.tooo 

1.S240 

UAE Dirham 

0.1914 

0.1923 

Greek Drachma *' 

0.265 5 

0.312 5 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3275 

1.3635 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


1 ONDON CR) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 


U.s. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.31/32 

1,7524/34 

1.9630/40 

1.4722/32 

36-30/34 

5.9425/75 

1702.3/3.8 

111.28/38 

8.0411/11 

7.526/31 

6.7980/30 

$1.4930/40 

S382.5W383.30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Traders see $10 oil price if OPEC fails to cut output 

U.N. report says oil reserves could last 75 years 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The world's remaining oil will 
last 75 years, according to one 
estimate in a U.N. report re- 
leased Tuesday. 

But the report said the more 
energy resources the world 
consumed, the more reserves 
were often being found, mostly 
due to new exploration tech- 
nologies. 

The report, analysing chang- 
ing global energy patterns, said 
according to this estimate, 
which was based on the 1991 
production rate of 21.9 billion 
Barrels, the amount of oil the 
world has produced so far tot- 
als 640.7 billion barrets. 

“Remaining oil is 1,650.6 
billion barrels, consisting of 
976.5 billion barrels of proved 
reserves and 674 billion Barrels 
of probable reserves additions. 
At the rate of world oil produ- 
tion in 1991 of 21.9 billion 
barrels, the world's remaining 
oil is adequate for 75 years," it 
said. 


The report noted concerns 
have been expressed about 
whether commercial energy re- 
serves and resources are 
enough to meet future de- 
mand. 

Those concerns were based 
on energy shortages caused by 
war, embargoes, political in- 
stability and the exhaustion of 
what were once prolific de- 
posits as well as the perception 
that reserves and resources 
were finite. 

‘•Yet, paradoxically, the 
more energy the world con- 
sumes, the more energy re- 
serves, more often than not. 
are found. This has been the 
case in the past 20 to 25 years 
with regard to ail energy re- 
serves, but more so with re- 
spect to oil which has given rise 
to most concerns," it said. 

“The main reason for this 
fortunate state of affairs is the 
veritable explosion in new pet- 
roleum technologies which 
have opened up vast frontier 


areas pf petroleum potential in 
deserts, jungles, the Arctic 
and, most importantly, 
offshore," it pointed out. Be- 
fore 1970, there was hardly any 
oil production offshore while 
today about one-third of world 
oil production came from 
offshore fields being progres- 
sively developed at deeper 
depths, the report said. 

Referring to one technique, 
it said: “It has been reported 
that the pay-off from horizon- 
tal drilling in the United States 
could be at least several billion 
barrels of oil added to produc- 
tion in the next 15 to 20 years.” 

“Indeed, drillers in south 
Texas have made large profits, 
even with oil prices below $17 
a barrel, because horizontal 
drilling has slashed drilling 
costs from $12 to $4 a barrel," 
it explained. “Averaging about 
$1 million, a horizontal well is 
twice as costly as a vertical 
well, but some production 
rates have been four or five 


times as great and drilling costs 
are often recovered within a 
year." Because of the impro- 
ving ability to identify and ex- 
tract oil, the amount of re- 
coverable reserves barely slip- 

? ed in the United States in the 
980s, the report continued. 

“The number has remained 
fairly steady even though the 
United States is pumping ab- 
out three billion barrels of oil a 
year and even though the 
amount discovered annually in 
previously unexplored areas 
has dropped 30 per cent from 
peaks in the early 1980s to well 
below one billion barrels a 
year. 

“With gains in technology, 
some experts say the recovery 
rate for proved reserves can 
rise to one of every two di»co- 
vered barrels — enough to 
more than double the supplies 
once expected to run out with- 
in 60 years or so. The industry 
has recovered an average of 


one of every three barrels from 
domestic reseives in recent 
years," it said. 

Meanwhile, European oil 
traders said Tuesday that 

S lices for the world benchmark 
rent Blend of crude oil could 

fall to $10 per barrel if OPEC 
fails to cut production soon. 

Prices came under pressure 
Monday on a report by indus- 
try newsletter Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) that 
Saudi Arabia and Gulf allies 
taking such a tough stance that 
it is not guaranteed that they 
would cut production in the 
second quarter. 

The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) meets on "March 25 to 
consider new output quotas tor 
the April-June period when oil 
demand dips to its seasonal 
low. 

OPEC failure to cut its pre- 
sent ceilling of 24.52 million 
barrels per~day (b/d) at that 


meeting would be “disastrous' - 
for already- weak prices-, a 
European trader said. 

Brent Blend fell by some 
$5.0 per barrel in 1993 and is 
now' trading around $14. 
OPECs own target is to have 
prices in a range from $18 to 
§21. 

“The market will come of 
quickly. OPEC needs to cut a 
least 1.5 to 2.0 million b/d U 
change this downward trend.' 
the European trader said. 

“It looks like a rerun of 198< 
when we saw oil below $10 
We could see Brent at 10.* 
said a trader in Atlantic basil 
crudes. 

He and others pointed to 
high stocks of petrol on both 
sides of the Atlantic heading 
into the northern hemisphere 
summer driving season as well 
as less chance for winter-re- 
lated supply disruptions which 
have supported prices lately. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. A JR FREIGH1 
FORWAftOMG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AM IN KAWAR J.SONS 

T£L. 6046/6 004696 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Simply, The Best 
Value in Annual 


& 


Bookings: 

1/630531 

1 Amman 
^SwllCrecfe^ 


ja\ \jbast 

RESTAURANT 


The only Restaurant that 
OtTers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 


'fitrino 


Fiat.O.Tel 


i 



Every night with live music 
"And vou can dance ton !!! " 


oVjSIj f-xsj j jJI f 

Ji. u ,~i -LtJjX. j Ojl 

UU1 j — CJl jf-*' 



Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand Hotel Style ! 

The Classiest 

Of The 

Classiest ! 


DISCOUNT 
DAYS 
Tuesdays & 
Fridays 

20% Ybuf F Jill 


Club 

Restaurant 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 27D . . 

PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


CheersCafe' 

Hamburgers & Pizzas 


Sweifiyeh - 816690 



THE 

AMOSPHEXE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opsn nightly Fran 9J0 PH to 3X0 All 
ExMpt Sunday From4 4» PJI to 3 .00 KM 
Tuudiy CloMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - .Shmeisani 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


Oull 


r * 



120 

Authentic 
Chinese (Sshes. 
from aU great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
PrtpaRd by our 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily for 
lunch & cSnner 

T*t mj HCTta 

Jabal A) Hussein 
Mnisby of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

T*L 03 —1 






SZECHWAN EARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| OpatlTJO-JJQi&OO-ySAagS \ 

Take away is available 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
Urn Uthamah Commeroal Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

B ailee 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tak» any lx raBaMa 

Open daily I2:lXJ-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 



AT NcGfCaCo Bar b 

SELECT HOTEL 


/ v WLw r 

6^4 ty t ny ii n et 

u aJfiy yZ* y°c+— 





One visit will make you 
a steady , we beHcveJJJ 



DcrslauranL & Tapaa 

jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 5061 


M 

art 

IVT7HC0niMVTAl 

j;ooi 



* The Best iv 
(. Indian Cusine. 


0 

1 Bukhara 

'*: F. s ! A ;R- .V N i' 

V Opfn For Li m:)I i Dinstr. 
For reservations call 641361 



HAHAHtA 

CWlWHMCHttWUT 

&WKAM-SC7Z2 



Daily Lunch 
bSsP 7/£c4cu> 


- NIGHTLY— 

Ime Xtfxiixig 
• and 

Live Music 


Parole 

'-Abdoun - Jordon Supermarket BLDG! 
- n 4 Boor TeJ: E 24677 


•///ff 


? . ft /<?»/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avaifatite 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AVIS 


Wc try harder. 



IS 699-420 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

site 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The First Clan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room_J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IhtiHITEL 

,|j£«|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


A Restaurant With 
An Artistic AmBiance 


Vi 

■ AES 


enttao 


RESTAURANT 
JABAL AMMAN FHST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE 7W MAQl EMBASST TEL. MCOS 


VALLm 



TEL 827082 - 815071 
827736 - 820236 


«& exotic 



AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL fflSHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 7 698181 
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World News 
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Clinton 
nominates 
Perry for 
defence 


post 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton 
nominated Deputy Defence 
Secretary William Perry Mon- 
day as the new replacement for 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
but only after Mr. Peny over- 
came objections from his fami- 
ly to taking the job. 

In picking Mr. Perry for the 
position, Mr. Clinton hoped he 
bad ended a troubled search 
for a defence nominee a week 
after former Deputy CIA 
Director Bobby Ray Inman 
withdrew from consideration 
with a diatribe against the 
Washington political culture. 

Reflecting the difficulties 
Mr. Clinton has had filling the 
position, the 66-year-old Peny 
made the unusual disclosure at 
bis announcement ceremony 
that he at one point rejected 
the job because his family did 
not want him to take it. 

He said he left a meeting 
with Mr. Clinton Friday “folly 
prepared to take on the job" 
but talked to members of his 
family about it that night and 
informed the White House 
Saturday that if he “had to 
accept the job at that time, my 
answer would have to be no.” 

Vice President A 1 Gore told 
him to take more time to think 
about it and talk to his fondly. 
By Sunday, “I called the vice- 
president back and said, ‘if you 
still want me for your secretary 
of defence. I'm eager to 

- serve,”’ Mr. Peny said. 

C "I did not want to drive my 
* family into my decision with- 

1 out thei 3 rapport, and so I 

- wanted to wa ; t until I had their 
^ full support for it,” said Mr. 
3 Perry. He and his wife, Lee, 

2 have five grown children, three 
" sons and two daughters. 

White House officials went 
into damage control shortly 
after the announcement cere- 
mony, telling reporters Mr. 
Perry had always wanted the 
job but he had to talk to each 
of his children about it and it 
took time to track them down, 
since two are in California, one 
in New York, and two in 
Washington. 

; “He never said, ‘I don’t 
want to take this job,”’ said a 
senior Pentagon official who 
briefed reporters at the White 
House. "He kept on saying, “I 
want my family to be comfort- 
able." 

Family members felt "life 
was simpler” without Mr. Per- 
ry in the top job and worried 
about the time and energy he 
would have to devote to it, the 
official said. 

Ultimately Mr. Perry 
answered these concerns, and 
it was not until Monday morn- 
ing that Mr. Clinton officially 
extended the job offer to him. 
White House officials said. 

A bemused but relieved 
Clinton insisted he did not 
have trouble finding a replace- 
ment for Mr. Aspin, even 
-though he admitted earlier in 
the day he had sounded out 
Georgia Democrat Sam Nunn, 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, to see if 
be wanted it and was told no. 

“We had a very short list, 
and I quickly narrowed it to 
one. I bad an interview with 
one person. I asked him if he'd 
take the job, and he did. I 
don't think that qualifies as 
difficult. Now, I have had 
some difficult positions to fill, 
this one wasn’t,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Meanwhile Mr. Aspin said 
the U.S. military reserve forces 
of the future will be restruc- 
tured to be leaner, more flexi- 
ble and mobile and “will play a 
crucial role” in responding to 
regional crises and in meeting 
expanded “challenges of the 
post-cold war world.” 

In a Jan. 24 address to the 
Reserve Officers Association 
(ROA). Mr. Aspin also 
praised the reserve forces’ 
peacekeeping and humanita- 
rian efforts in Somalia and 
Bosnia- Herzegovina and their 
contributions enforcing the no- 
fly zone in southern Iraq. 

As a continuing world pow- 
er, the secretary said, the Un- 
ited States needs “to be able to - 
respond.anywhere in the world 
because we don’t know when 
the problem will arise.” Mr. 
Aspin told the ROA's annual 
conference in Washington that 
reserve forces will be called 
upon on the future “to respond 
more often and more quickly.” 

The secretary noted that 
U.S. Air Force reserve units 
will be deployed overseas occa- 
sionally for short tours as a way 
in reduce the burden on the 
active air force. Interceptor 
squadrons and aircraft normal- 
ly assigned to defend U.S. air 
Space will be reduced and grea-' 
ter emphasis placed on aerial 
refueling. 


France pledges new ideas 


to break Bosnian deadlock 


PARIS (R) — France has 
promised to put forward new 
ideas to help end bloodshed in 
Bosnia after Washington 
spurned Paris’ proposal for 
major powers to impose a 
peace settlement on warring 
factions. 

President Francois Mitter- 
rand told U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher in 
Paris Monday that “French 
proposals would very soon be 
put on the table,” perhaps this 
week, the spokesman for the 
president’s office, Jean 
Musitelli, said. 

He did not give any details 
regarding the proposals. 

The new French initiative 
would follow Paris' failure to 
win U.S. support for a prop- 
osed allied move to force the 
hands of Bosnian Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs. 

The New York Times in its 
Tuesday editions said Foreign 
Minister Juppe said in an inter- 
view Monday evening that he 
had appealed openly to Secret- 
ary of State warren Christ- 
opher to have the United 
States pressure the Bosnian 
Muslims to accept a European 
peace plan dividing Bosnia and 
Herzegovina along ethnic 
lines. 

Mr. Juppe said that Mr. 
Christopher had rejected the 
idea outright, the paper said. 


In the interview, the paper 
said, Mr. Juppe charged that 
the United Slates was content 
to let the 2i-month war drag 
on and did not realise the 
consequences of its refusal to 
play an active diplomatic role 
in helping end it. 

“I told the secretary that the 
humanitarian track is not 
enough," it quoted Mr. Juppe 
as saying. 

“If the Americans do not 
convince the Bosnian Muslims 
that they must stop fighting 
and that there is no cnance that 
the United States would come 
to their rescue, then the Un- 
ited States will give them in- 
centives to pursue the fighting 
on the ground,” Mr. Juppe 
said in the New York times 
interview. 


“It would be a catastrophe. 
And we say to our American 
friends that they will be re- 
sponsible for this,” he said. 

“I don't think the interna- 
tional community has the 


capacity to stop people within 
that nation from their civil war 


until they decide to do it,” the 
president told a questioner 
during a photo session in 
Washington. 

“There are things we can do 
to retard it, to keep it within 
bounds, to keep it within 
humanitarian limits, and I 


wouldn't rule out any of those 
options.” he said. “J3ut there 
has been no decision by any- 
one to enter that war on the 
side of one of the combatants, 
which is what some wouid like. 
They're going to have to make 
up their - own minds to quit 
killing each other.” 

Mr. Ointon said his belief 
that the parties have it in their 
power to stop the killing has 
not change. “I believe in 
general what I’ve always be- 
lieved,” the president de- 
clared. “There's not going to 
be a settlement in Bosnia until 
the sides decide they have 
more to gain from signing a 
peace agreement than by con- 
tinuing the fighting." 

The killing, he said, “is a 
function of a political fight” 
among the three factions and 
will not stop until participants 
decide they have more to gain 
from diplomacy than from 
combat. 

The president suggested that 
neither the North Atlantic 
Council — the top political 
leadership of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation — nor 
United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali has any 
desire to use NATO air power, 
even in the circumscribed para- 
metres outlined in last year's 
Athens Declaration and reaf- 



The new U.N. commander for Bosnia, General 
Michael Rose from Britain, is escorted by British 
soldiers as he walks along Sarajevo Airport after 


taking over command of the U.N. Force (AFP 
photo) 
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Disarmament conference opens 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 39-nation U.N. Conference on 
Disarmament opened here Tuesday with French Ambassador 
Gerard Errera denouncing North Korea's refusal to allow 
international inspections of its nuclear sites. Mr. Errera, 
chairman of the conference, said Pyongyang's refusal cannot 
be “treated as only a regional issue.” He said the world's 
major nuclear powers — the United States, Russia. France, 
Britain and China — could not “accept to impose nuclear 
constraints on themselves if other countries continue to 
secretly develop nuclear weapons programmes.” North Korea 
suspended inspection of its nuclear sites by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in January 1993 and three 
months later threatened to pull-out of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, sparking fears that it was developing or 
had already developed a nuclear bomb. The U.N. conference 
here, aimed at securing pledges from the nuclear powers for a 
comprehensive test ban treaty (CTBT). is to set up an ad-hoc 
committee to negotiate the treaty. 


Poll: Clinton liked by 60% of Americans : 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill CfofcMr.' aJyearmrto^; 
his mandate, has left a favouraWejmpression.on 60 per cent of * 
Americans, mainly for his ‘handling of the economy and 
foreign policy, according to Washington Post-ABC News poll 
published Tuesday. On the down side, however, slightly more 
than 50 per cent felt Mr. Ointon had done not much or very 
little in his first year in office, and 46 per cent felt he did not 
keep his major campaign promises. The poll, concluded 
Sunday and published Tuesday by the daily, was not so 
flattering for Congress, which got a 29 per cent approval 
rating. Mr. Clinton is to give his state of the union address at 
9:00 p.m. (0200 GMT) Tuesday before a joint session of 
Congress, which reconvenes after a two-month winter break. 
The survey of 1,507 adults found that 60 per cent had a 
favourable impression of Mr. Clinton, and 55 per cent had a 
favourable impression of his wife, Hillary. By comparison, 
Mr. Clinton's political rivals, Senate minority leader Robert 
Dole and billionaire and former presidential candidate Ross 
Perot, got much lower favourable scores of 38 and 32 per cent 
respectively. 


Former Greek bank boss dies after attack 


ATHENS (R) — The former chairman of Greece's largest 
commercial bank died in hospital Monday after a guerrilla shot 
him four times at close range. A hospital spokesman 
announced Mihalis Vranopoulos's death shortly after the 
left-wing November 17 guerrilla group said it shot the former 
banker because of his role in the purchase of a slate-owned 
cement company in 1992. Mr. Vranopqulos died 12 hours after 
the shooting, fie was hit while walking to work in central 
Athens Monday morning. Bullets from a .45 calibre semi- 
automatic pistol ripped through his pancreas, liver, colon and 
kidney. Doctors operated on Mr. Vranopoulos for more than 
six hours to try to save his life. November 17 sent a statement 
to the private Skai Television Station, saying it shot Mr. 
Vranopoulos for “high treason” in the purchase of Herades 
General Cement Company. Mr. Vranopoulos. 48. was the 
chairman of the state-run National Bank of Greece when it 
teamed up with Italy's Calcestruzzi and bought 70 per cent of 
Heracles for $225 million. 


2 satellites lost in Ariane failure 


KOUROU, French Guiana (R) — Two French-made satel- 
lites worth over $250 million were lost after the third stage of 
Western Europe's Ariane rocket abruptly shut down following 
its launch from French Guiana, officials said. “The third stage 
stopped working... we cannot give further information at this 
juncture,’' Arianespace President Charles Bigot told repor- 
ters. He said investigators would seek to determine the cause 
of the failure. A news conference was to be held in Kourou at 
10:00 a.m. (1300 GMT) Tuesday. The Ariane 44LP rocket 
lifted off at 6:37 p.m. (2137 GMT). Space offidals said the 
third stage functioned for at least one minute. The rocket. 
Western Europe's 63rd Ariane, was carrying Turkey's first 
national satellite Turksat 1 and Eutelsat 2 F-5 for the 
European Telecommunications Satellite Organisation. 
Mehmet Kostepen, Turkey's minister of communication and 
transport, said the cost of the Turksat programme — two 
satellites and launches, two ground stations and insurance was 
S3 15 million. The second Turksat satellite was scheduled for 
launch by an Ariane rocket later this year. 


10 die in China Sea ship blaze 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Ten seamen died when their 
Shanghai-bound tanker split in two and caught fire in a storm 
on the South China Sea Tuesday, search and rescue officials in 
Hong Kong said Tuesday. Tlie wreck of the 23,000-tonne 
Cosmas A was spilling its cargo of Indonesian crude oil. but 
pilots overflying the scene said high seas and strong winds 
were breaking up the slick. “The bow part has been burned 
out, and the stem is still burning." said a spokesman for Hong 
Kong's Marine Rescue Coordination Centre. Twenty-four 
others survived the disaster, and were due to arrive in Ho Chi 
Minh City Thursday on the container ship Ratana Manee. 
which rescued them, the spokesman said. One seaman, from 
Greece, was confirmed dead after the Cosmas A caught fire . 
aboiit.2Q0L kilometres off the northwest comer of the' mainj 
Philippine island of Luzon. 


Hosokawa 


wins 

breather 


TOKYO (R) — Prune Minis- 
ter Morflmo Hosokawa, wag- 
ing a steep uphill battle to save 
his plan to dean up Japan’s 
rampant political corruption, 
persuaded a grudging opposi- 
tion Tuesday to discus a last- 
ditch compromise. 

Mr. Hosokawa and his eight- 
group alliance are straggling to 
survive the toughest test of 
their five-month rule — pas- 
sage of refo r m bills aimed at 
the first radical overhaul of the 
discredited political and elec- 
toral systems since 1947. 

The reform package, re- 
jected by the upper house last 
, Friday, wiH .expmeiifrjt ifi) not 
[;• «nact^^. SatMrday^ when -the ' 
, T , current parhamentary session, 
‘ends. Mr. Hosokawa would 
then face pressure to resign or 
call elections. 

On Tuesday, the governing 
coalition and the main opposi- 
tion Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) dedded to set up a 
special parliamentary panel 
Wednesday in a last-ditch bid 
to break a stalemate over the 
long-awaited political reform 
bills. 

But prospects for a deal 
looked sfim, according to lead- 
ers of both the ruling coalition 
and the LDP. 

“The LDP win try to cooper- 
ate in passing the reform bills 
bat it won't be easy because 
we’ll have to consider the 
views of our lawmakers," said 
Yoshiro Mori, LDP secretary- 
general. 

Two-thirds of the joint 
panel, made up of 10 ruling 
and 10 opposition lawmakers 
from both parliamentary 
houses, must agree on a com- 
promise plan, impossible with- 
out the LDP's cooperation. 

The LDP, apparently obli- 
vious to public opinion strong- 
ly in favour of political reform, 
is dominated by anti- 
reformers. 


firmed at NATO's 
summit on Jan. 11. 

The president said he has 
not abandoned hope for a set- 
tlement, and be cited the 
changed situation on the bat- 
tlefield as a possible sign that a 
peace agreement could . be 
reached. Mr. Ointon pointed- 
out that the Muslim govern- 
ment of Bosnia has apparently 
obtained arms, despite the 
U.N. embargo, so. that "the 
circumstances on the battle- 
field are somewhat different 
than they have been for the 
previous 12 months." 

News reports rite unfon- 
firmed reports that Bosnian 
Muslims in recent weeks bavc 
begun re-taking small amounts 
of previously Muslim territory 
overrun by Bosnian-Serb aDd 
Bosnian-Croat forces. 

He said the Muslim govern- 
ment appears to be “most re- 
luctant to sign a peace agree- 
ment at this time,” but he 
suggested that with an accom- 
modation “on access to the 
sea, protection of Sarajevo and 
the Muslim enclaves to the 
east, perhaps we could still get 
an agreement.” 

Meanwhile, Russia called 
Tuesday for a meeting of U.N. 
Security Council foreign minis- 
ters in an initiative on Bosnia 
presented as an alternative to 
air strikes against Serb targets. 
Deputy foreign Minister 


Geneva at foreign minister 
level to press the warring sides 
to sign a deal on territorial 
division. 

Mr. Churkin said Russia 
wanted U.N. secretary-geneal 
Ghali to prepare a detailed 
report on the situation in Bos- 
nia to determine who was to 
blame for continuing blood- 
shed. 

He said Russia would also 
press for a Security Council 
resolution providing for strict 
observance of a ceasefire, 
security of aid convoys and 
strengthening U.N. “safe 
areas. ’ 

“The utmost priority now is 
to divide political power terri- 
torially Between Muslims, 
Serbs and Croats,” Mr. Chur- 
kin said. 

Fighting continued in Bosnia 
as Bosnian Croat forces laun- 
ched an artillery and rocket 
attack on government-held 
territory in the southwest, 
apparently targeting a Muslim 
stronghold on a key supply 
road. U.N. officials said 
Tuesday. 

U.N. military spokesman 
LieutenantpGolonel bill Aik- 
man said a “significant battle” 
flared after Croat separatist 
troops (HVO) surged out of 
the town of Prozor towards 
government-controlled Jabla- 
nica Monday. 

Col. Aikman said HVO 
forces around Prozor bom- 


controlled part of Gornji 
Vakuf, the next main town of 
the north. 

More than 130 rockets from 
HVO multi-barrelled laun; 
chers ploughed into Gornji 
Vakuf while artillery pounding 
of Jablanica confined the U.N- 
Spanish peacekeeping battal- 
tion there to bunkers. Col. 
Aikman said. 

He also said Croat troops 
had stormed into a relatively 
undefended Muslim hairnet 
called Here on front lines near 
Prozor, where Bosnian author- 
ities had told the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force that 25 civilians had 
been murdered. 

“We are sending in U.N. 
observers this morning to verif- 
fy the situation, try to find out 
what happened. The village is 
right on the confrontation line 
and fighting is still going on. so 
it will be difficult. Col. Aik- 
man said. He emphasised that 
the massacre report was un- 
confirmed. 

In a separate development, 
the British Aircraft carrier Ark 
Royal set sail Tuesday for the 
Adriatic Sea to support British 
troops in Bosnia, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said. 

The Ark Royal relieves its 
sister-ship Invincible, which is 
ending a six-month tour in the 
Adriatic, the spokesman said. 

The carrier, which has 1,200 
crew, is equipped with sea 
Harrier jump jets — capable of 


Vitaly Churkin told a news ... 

.conference fhat Russia prop-., barded central residential and carrying out airstrikes and re- 
osed to urgently confine aj "' outlying frontline disfricts of ' "cbnnaissance — as well as Sea 
^Security CounrfT njeeffijjp iff 1 : 1 jUatflanica ahd'tlig^bvariMWjk 1 . 3 ^ ; Kingi helicopters. v '■ 


Driving fain batters L. A. quake victuhs 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Driv- 
ing rain Tuesday brought new 
misfortune to earthquake vic- 
tims living in makeshift shel- 
ters and army tents, causing 
further problems to damaged 
structures. 

The rain began Monday 
night, with nearly an inch fall- 
ing on the stricken area.' 

Victims housed in tent cities 
erected by the National Guard 
have been living outside their 
homes since last Monday when 
the earthquake, measuring 6.6 
on the open-ended Richter 
Scale, struck before dawn. 

■ The tremor destroyed more 
than 11,000 housing units, 
leaving 25,000 homeless. The 
quake killed 57 people and 
injured more than 8.000. 

Losses have been estimated 
at over $30 billion, making the 
quake the costliest natural dis- 
aster in U.S. history. 

Water and electricity have 
been restored to most residents 
but aftershocks are still rolling 
through the area, keeping 
nerves on edge. 

The tents, each capable of 
holding about 20 people, are 


not waterproof, and occasional 
leaks are causing discomfort. 

Stores ran out of plastic 
sheeting to cover holes knock- 
ed out in homes by the tremor. 

The rain farther snarled 
already nightmarish traffic. 
Highways and local streets 
have become virtual parking 
lots during commuter hours. 

Many commuters opted to 
stay home last week to wait out 
the traffic jams or repair their 
homes. But by Monday, they 
undertook trips that lasted 
hours. 

Yet, many residents who 
braved the commute wondered 
if drivers would be able to face 
lengthy delays for months to 
come. L. A.’s buckled freeways 
are expected to take up to a 
year to repair. 

Amid the nightmarish free- 
way commutes were signs driv- 
ers were turning to public 
transportation. From hard hit 
Santa Garita, commuter train 
ridershjp rose to 20,000 per 
day from 1,000 before the 
quake. Others were car pool- 
ing. 

In an endeavour to keep life 


normal, children were return- 
ing to classes Tuesday with 
assurances from authorities 
only safe buildings would be 
opened. 

About 76 of the L.A.’s 
approximately 800 schools 
were damaged, affecting about 
10 per cent of the district’s 
pupils. 

Parents were so fearful of 
being separated from their 
children that authorities 
offered counselling for 
mothers and fathers as well as 
students. 

“Parents are still emotional- 
ly distraught about being sepa- 
rated from the young child, or 
even an 18-year-old,” School 
Board President Leticia 
Quezada said on KCAL-TV. 

People who last their jobs 
when small businesses dosed 
because of earthquake dam- 
ages have flocked to relief cen- 
tres to apply for unemploy- 
ment. 

Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency offidals said 
about 40,000 people have ap- 
plied for some form of finan- 
cial aid. 


India proposes peace measures to Pakistan 


NEW DELHI (Agendes) — 
India has offered a series of 
confidence-building measures, 
including a (Hedge that it will 
not be the first to make a 
nuclear strike, to ease acute 
tensions with okl enemy Pakis- 
tan. officials said Tuesday. 

They said the list of six 
proposals was handed to Pakis- 
tani High Commissioner 
(ambassador) Riaz Khokhar in 
New Delhi Monday, shortly 
before Pakistani Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto made a 
blistering attack on India over 
disputed Kashmir. 

Diplomats said the Indian 
proposals, apart from the nuc- 
lear offer, were a repetition of 
previous ones and were unlike- 
ly to improve relations that 
have gone from bad to worse 
since a rebellion erupted in 
Indian-ruled Kashmir four 
years ago. 

“Bhutto’s speech was clearly 
aimed at building up Kashmir 
as an international issue and 
indicated that she had no in- 
tention of moving towards a 
deal with India at this stage " 
said one Western diplomat, 
who asked not to be identified. 

’’Kashmir is Pakistan's jugu- 
lar vein and we will not allow 
our jugular vein to be trampled 
under the feet of repress on,” 
Ms. Bhutto said in a televised 
address to the nation. "God 
willing, the day is not far off 


when Kashmir will be with us.” 

The Indian proposals con- 
tained no direct mention of 
Kashmir, a deeply emotive 
issue that has caused two of the 
three wars the neighbours have 
fought since independence 
from Britain in 1947. 

They followed talks in Isla- 
mabad at the beginning of the 
year between the top diplo- 
mats of the two countries that 
promised a start towards peace 
talks but delivered nothing but 
a repetition of well-known 
positions. 

Pakistan said afterwards 
there was no point in further 
meetings until India halted its 
“repression” in the Kashmir 

Valley, the heartland of the 
rebellion in largely Hindu Indi- 
a’s only Musltm-majorily state. 

Police and hospitals have re- 
ported more than 15,000 
deaths in the rebellion and 
India has been widely accused 
Of serious human rights abuses 
there. India denies most of the 
charges. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and aiding the Kash- 
miri insurgents, which Islama- 
bad denies, and the rebellion 
has relentlessly pushed rela- 
‘tions downhill, with occasional 
fears the dispute might erupt 
into another war. 

Senior offidals on both sides 
of the border dismiss such 
fears, saying neither country 


could afford a war. 

But some Western coun- 
tries, including the United 
States, still worry that the dis- 
pute could erupt into conflict 
and, with both countries be- 
lieved to be capable of con- 
structing nuclear bombs quick- 
ly, that another war between 
them could go nuclear. 

There was no immediate 
comment on India’s six propos- 
als from Islamabad but Pakis- 


tani diplomats were privately 
dismissive. “The less said ab- 


out them the better,” one said. 

The proposals included a 
military pullback from the dis- 
puted Siachen Glacier in 
northern Kashmir, the world's 
highest battlefield, where more 
soldiers die of cold than bul- 
lets. A deal on the issue fell 
apart in 1989. 

They also included offers to 
Settle other border disputes, 
turning the line dividing Indian 
Kashmir from the one-third of 
the Himalayan region ruled by 
Pakistan into a line of “peace 
and tranquillity” and reviving a 
joint working commission. 

Indian officials were equally 
dismissive of Ms. Bhutto's 
speech, in which the Pakistani 
leader said she would personal- 
ly present accusations of Indi- 
an abuses in Kashmir at next 
-month's meeting of the United 
Nations Human Rights Com- 
mission in Geneva. 


Meanwhile, Amnesty Inter- 
national has demanded the re- 
lease of three Kashmir politi- 
cians jailed by Indian author- 
ities. describing the detained 
men as “prisoners of conscien- 
ce." 

No specific charges have 
been brought against Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani, Abdul Gani 
Lone and Sbabir Shah, de- 
tained in connection with a 
Muslim uprising in the trou- 
bled northern state. Amnesty 
said in a statement here Mon- 
day. 

The London-based human 
nghts organisation said the 
three men should be set free, 
calling them “prisoners of con- 
science.” 

Mr - Lom and 

Mr, Shah arc militant-leaning 
politicians opposed to Indian 
rule over Kashmir, where 
more than 8,000 people have 
died in violence related to a 
bloody, four-year-old Muslim 
secessionist revolt. 

Amnesty International also 
demanded that it be allowed to 
send a team to Kashmir to 

riI C *l ate S Ic * ed h ™an 

HP ^ Indian troops 
in their battle against insurgen- 
cy, 

7*1® Sjnop has previously 

suspects and dissenters in the 
region. 


Jackson near 
settlement in 
sex-abuse suit 
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LOS ANGELES (R)_- 
Lawyers for Michael Jackson 
and the boy who has accused 
him of sexual molestation 
worked Monday to hammer 
out the final details in a settle- 
ment that would require the 
singer to pay millions of dol- 
lars. A court hearing was sche- 
duled for Tuesday in the 14- 
year-old boy's civil suit against 
Jackson, raising widespread 
speculation that a settlement-, 
would be presented for a 
judge's approval. A source 
close to the case confirmed 
that attorneys were dose to an 
agreement but said it may take 
longer to finalise it. Such a deal 
would cast doubt on the 
chances that prosecutors wouid 
go ahead with criminal charges 
against Jackson. In another 
blow to the embattled enter- 
tainer, prosecutors Monday, 
cleared the boy’s father of 
accusations of Jackson's camp 
that he tried to extort $20 
million from the pop star in 
exchange for his son’s silence. 
The agreement would call for 
Jackson to pay the boy an 
“eight-figure” settlement, 
more than $10 million, in re- 
turn for dropping the suit, the 
Los Angeles Times reported, 
citing sources close to the 
negotiations. Tbe highly pubft- . 
cised case appeared bead for 
an out-of-oourt settlement de- 
spite Jackson's impassioned 
vow to defend himself and 
clear his name. The 35-year- 
old singer has maintained his 
innocence, saying he was vic- 
tim of a failed extortion obit 
orchestrated by tbe boy's 
father, a wealthy Beverly Hills 
dentist. 
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Communion nearly 
the last supper 
at British church 
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LONDON (R) — Communion 
nearly became the last supper 
for English Vicar Brian Leatb- 
leyand 12 worshippers when 
they drank from a contamin- 
ated chalice, Today newspaper 
reported Tuesday. It said they 
all suffered stomach upsets 
after drinking wine from the 
chalice at the Anglican Church 
in Kingsclere, southern Eng- 
land, which was found to con- 
tain lamp oil. gev. Leathley, 
who sufficed the worst because 
he finished off the dregs at the ' 
end of the service, said he had 
spent many hours in the toilet 
afterwards. “It was serious. I 
certainly did not suffer from 
constipation and spent many 
periods of mediation in the 
smallest room in the house," 
he told Today. “Somehow the 
water cruet was filled with 
lamp oil which was meant for 
the altar candles. The oil got 
into the wine instead of the 
water. It was a genuine mis- 
take." 
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Nude skiers get 
cold reception 


VIENNA (AFP) — Five skiers 
who took to the slopes in the 
altogether in sub-zero temper- 
atures caused havoc for several 
hours at a ski resort in the 
Austrian Tyrol, police said. 
Fellow skiers shocked by the 
nudists, all men, alerted the 
police after the group was seen 
testing the women’s Olympic 
run. A policeman on duty set 
off in hot pursuit but was only 
able to arrest one of the party. 
The four others got away. The 
detainee, shivering from the 
cold or fear, refused to give the 
names of his fellow offenders. 
He faces a fine for indecent 
exposure. 




Theatre tells 
audience: pay 
what you like 


LEEDS, England (R) — Audi- 
ences at a locally produced 
version of the musical Gypsy 
are being asked by a provincial 
theatre to pay what they can 
afford to see the show. The 
West Yorkshire Playhouse in 
this northern English city told 
theatre goers to name their 
pnee for a night out. But it did 
set a minimum — 50 pence (75 
cents) for students, the unem- 
ployed and children under 16. 
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Taiwan's Lorena 
Bobbitt gets 2 
years 
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TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 
version of the Lorena Bobbitt 
enme went almost unnoticed 
with a woman in the central 
S f Ta,chun 8 being sent- 
22? to jT° in jail for 

2P n 5-S f L h ?. husband ’ s penis 
JS. k,, k d h >m, the United 
News said Tuesday. 
J-foen Liu-Liang, 51, was less 
fortunate than her U.S, coun- 

2p rt * was convicted of 
cutting off the penis with a pair 

her S h» SS K rS ^ 3fter learn,n B that 
£irh h S~ d WaS havin « af ki* 
25 other women, the paper 
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Stasi hunt could spoil German campaign again 


Jit JflONN (R) — While Che com- 
eback of Katarina Witt is sure 
^ (R\ to attract most Germans* 
el j ac , attention at the Winter Olym- 
ias acc^ P ics » tfae hunt sporting spies 
! °testar fr 01 ” her former East German 

0 ham 1011 Homeland is.in danger of flar- 
in a tag up again after the scandal 
"eQuifc . at the Albertville games two 

ans of I** 1 * *&?■ 

g w a _ s “®f- Bob pitot Harai Czudaj was 
in the victim of 1992. Czudaj's 

suit an admissions that he was black- 

Aridejn 1 ^ mailed into working for the 
settle 1 1 hated Stasi state security police 

led f ent overshadowed the Germans’ 
A -? r a triumphs as the top medai- 
co U,Ce wiuuiug nation. 
j-LT^eil Spying allegations involving 
*t to an fonner ° 1 y |n P ic champion 
S Uc l - «ake Wolfgang Hoppe have already 
71 a deal dominated the German team’s 
° n the build-up to Lillehammer. 

' , 5 *ould Officials know there is a 
n _ serious risk that embittered 

,. . an °ther Basx Germans, determined to 
„ 5* Writer- expose anyone who passed on 
3 Monday information to the Stasi, could 
father 0 f name more sports stars as Stasi 
^* n s camp “grasses" (informers) during 
svl °n the games to gain the max- 
°P star i n rmum publicity. 
n s siltn^ German Olympic chief 
J ld call fa Walther Troeger has told com- 
ie boy a,, petitors from the fonner GDR 
: .rilem eni to examine their relationship 
ion. ifJ ^ fwth Stasi agents, who watched 
5e suit, every sport carefully, and see 

1 re ported whether anything has been 
se to t |,g written in Stasi files incriminat- 
ghlv pubij. mfi th«n- 

i head fa Troeger is determined to 
ie merit rip dear “* e ^ on the subject 
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before the Olympics start. 

“I will do everything I can to 
make sure we have peace and 
quiet in Lillehammer," Troe- 
ger said. 

More than four years have 
passed since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and subsequent 
unification. Bui German sport, 
like much of the country's soci- 
ety, still seems as divided as 
ever. 

The Nordic combined skiiing 
team has been through a bitter 
dispute this season because of 
arguments over different tech- . 
niques between trainers from 
the former East and West Ger- 
many. 

Hoppe, who carried the 
German flag ar the opening 
ceremony in Albertville, has 
had problems extending his 
contract with the German 
army because of Stasi allega- 
tions. 

Hoppe, the most successful 
bob pilot ever with 27 medals 
at Olympic, world and Euro- 
pean championships, admits to 
telling the Stasi about an 
attempt by an Austrian sports- 
man to lure an East German 
away to the West in 1983. But 
he claims his relationship with 
the Stari did not harm anyone. 

“You" can only work with 
someone who is willing to help. 

I was never willing," Hoppe 
said. 

German bobsleigh coach 
Raimond Bcthgc said flic affair 
was destroying the atmosphere 
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Tyson could be free 
earlier than scheduled 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Mike Tyson could become a 
bee man much sooner than 
scheduled under a reported 
deal in ttic works between his 
attorneys and the prosecutors 
who helped send the boxer to 
prison. 

Tyson, convicted of raping 
Desiree Washington in an IndP 
anapolis hotel room in 1991, 
would admit the crime in re- 
turn for prosecutors agreeing 
to an amendment of his six- 
year sentence to time served. 
WTHR-TV in Indianapolis re- 
ported Monday night. 

Both sides may be willing tor 
reach such a deal to avoid" an 
upcoming hearing in the Indi- 
ana Court of Appeals to con- 
sider whether the prosecutor's 
office withheld important evf- 5 



Mike T>son 

Dershowitz has taken that 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, but it has not agreed to 


office withheld important ev^^'laear the case yet. ... . . 

dence. th’e repprt said: The defence alscupursued a 

WTHR saian&ther side was second round of appeals on its 

.^talking publidy about the deal, contention that Tyson should 

'and did not disclose its sources have a new trial because the 

for the report. prosecutor's office withheld 

Tyson attorney Alan Der- from the defence team in- 

showitz, reached at his home in formation that Washington in- 

thc Buston area late Monday, tended to sue Tyson for civil 

said he could not comment on damages. The defence claims 

whether any representatives that showed Washington moti- 

for Tyson were pursuing nego- vated to get rich from a poten- 

tiations that could lead to his daily large damage award 

early release. against the former 

“I’ve, had no discussions" heavyweight boxing champion, 

with the prosecutor's office, WTHR also reported that 
Dershowity said. "I am going attorneys for Tyson and 

ahead and preparing for the Washington are discussing an 

hearing." our-of-court settlement in the 

Rob Smith, a spokesman for civil case. 

Prosecutor Jeffrey Modisert. Washington was a contcn- 
could not be readied for com- stant in the Miss Black Araer- 

ment at his home late Monday. ica pageant held in Indianapo- 

The court of appeals re- lis in July 1991, and Tyson 

jected Tyson’s first appeal to made an appearance at the 

reverse his 1992 conviction. pageant. 
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A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING 


Both vulnerable*. East deals. 
NORTH 
*KJ 63 
V 10 5 3 2 
0 A0 4 3 
#K 

WEST EAST 

498 * Q 7 

SQ 4 P AK 87 

9 Q 3 8 5 * 10 7 

*•17542 4 J 10 963 


SOUTH 
* A 10 G 4 2 
O J 9 6 
0 K 6 2 
« A 8 
The bidding: 

East South West North 
I v 1 * 1 NT 4 4 


Opening lead: Queen of v 
When you are trying to pull the 
wool over an opponent's eyes, the 
earlier the misdirection is attempt- 
ed the better the chance of success. 
Playa that are impossible to read 
early in the hand might be an open 
book by trick seven or eight, Here's 
an example of a beautiful swindle by 
Pakistani star Masood Salim. 

Easft opening bid was artificial 
and showed 10-15 points, while de- 
nying a five-card major. West’s one 
no trump denoted length in the mi- 


nor suite and, after the lead of the 
queen of diam onds, declarer was 
faced with having to find a way to 
reduce four red-suit losers to three. 

After a normal pause to consider 
the prospects, declarer came to the 
conclusion that the only chance was 
to discard one of the heart losers on 
dummy's fourth diamond. To ac- 
complish that, declarer would have 
to find East with a doubleton dia- 
mond (10 7 was the beat possibility;), 
since West had announced length in 
the suit and a diamond trick would 
have to be surrendered before the 
table's long card could be utilized. 

Had declarer won in hand with 
the king of diamonds and drawn 
trumps there was the chance that 
the defenders would be able to signal 
their strength. In any event, the po- 
sition would be much easier for the 
defenders to read. Mosood found an 
elegant solution. He afiow*d_ the 
queen to hoid. playi;:p the- mx from 
hand. 

Not surpre-in.’ly. V> cst cor.lmu_-d 
with the five of diemt-nds. riedarer 
won in hand, cashed the king end 
ace of trumps, then finessed the 
nine of diamonds- A heart disap- 
peared on the ace of diamonds, and 
another "unmakeable" contract 
rolled home. 


in the bob camp because there 
were contrasting views. 

"These who aid not experi- 
ence it (life in fonner East 
Germany) see it differently," 
Bethge said. 

Hoeppe added: "Those peo- 
ple who want to get past me in 
sporting terms, perhaps see the 
issue as something they have in 
reserve." 

In Albertville, luge cham- 
pions Georg Hackl and biath- 
lete Fritz Fischer were the only 
sportsmen from the fonner 
West Germany to contribute to 
the total of 10 gold medals. 

The affable Bavarian Hackl 
should be a major contender 
again on the luge track but 
former East Germans have 
some of the best chances to gut 
on the podium again. 

Fonner GDR speccfckatcr 
Gunda Niemann, gold medal- 
list in the 3,000 and 5,000 
metres in Albertville, is one of 
the hottest tips for further 
triumphs. Sus: Erdmann is 
another ex-GDR star who is a 
major contender in the 
■women’s iuge. 

Alpine skier Katija Sei-angcr 
could be one of western Ger- 
many's main hopes after her 
bronze medal in the super -G 
two years ago and last year's 
v/orid title success in the disci- 
pline. 

Ignite the hvoerbolc sur- 


rounding her return to com- 
petition, Witt will have to puD 
off a major surprise to win a 
medal. 

The sport has moved on 
technically since she won her 
last medal at the 1988 Calgary 
Olympics and her performance 
at last week’s European Cham- 
pionships was. some way short 
of the necessary. 

Some cynics are quick to 
point out that her comeback 
has been conveniently timed 
with an autobiography. 

When the 1984 and 1988 
Olympic champion steps out to 
skate her free programme to 
the haunting anti-war song 
“Where Have AH the Flowers 
Gone?”, made famous in Ger- 
many by Marlene Dietrich in 
1962, the image sent around 
the world will be of German 
harmony and union. 

Win .who used ro be por- 
trayed in East Germany as a 
shining symbol of communism, 
will be roared on in LiUeham- 
mcr by Germans from east and 
west alike. 

But the harmony will only be 
in the chords of the song. 

It will take a lot longer be- 
fore the German sports world, 
like German society, has for- 
gotten all the divisions and 
problems of the past and be- 
come one unit again. 


iSabatini knocks Novotna out 
as Graf, Date and Sanchez a< 


of open 


Valderrama voted best S. American player 

MONTEVIDEO (AFP) — Colombian soccer star Carlos 
Valderrama was voted best South American player here 
Monday. The poll was carried out by Uruguayan daily 
newspaper El Pais, in o in junction with other journalists from 
South America and Europe, it was the second time in six years 
that Valderrama. 32, who p!.i\s in midfield for Columbian club 
Junior, has won the priz** 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
(Agencies) — - Argentina's 
Gabriels Sobatini, searching 
for her first title in 20 months, 
bounced back from her sickbed 
to knock Wimbledon finalist 
Jana Novotna out of the Au- 
stralian Open here Tuesday. 

Fourth seed Sabatini 
brushed aside the Czech re- 
public fifth seed o-3, 6-4, to 
reach the semifinals, where she 
will play second seed Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario of Spain. 

The Argentinian’s appear- 
ance was in doubt right up to 
the night match because of an 
unspecified illness for which 
she needed to consult a doctor. 

It was Sabalini’s loth semi- 
final in 34 Grand Slam events 
and she goes into Thursday’s 
semi-final against Sanchcz- 
Vicario holding a 12-7 record 
over the Spaniard. But on 
hardcourt surfaces, Sanchez- 
Vicario leads 3-2. 

Earlier in the day. the Spa- 
niard put an end to Manuela 
Malceva-Fragniere’s big- time 
tennis career with a 7-6^ (7/3). 
6-4 victory in searing tempera- 
tures. 

Sabatini has played in 27 
events since her last'title in the 
1992 Italian Open. 

Currently ranked number 
six, it is the first time Sabatini 
has been our of the women's 
top five since September 1987. 

Sabatini said she felt dizzy 
and had an upset stomach 
when she woke Tuesday. 

“I woke up feeling very diz- 
zy and i was not leeling too 
good ... i felt tike throwing 
up." Sabatini said. 

"A doctor gave me a shot of 



Gabriela Sabatini 'Tuesday turns to her family in celebration 
after defeating Czech Jana Novotna at the Australian Open ‘ 
(AFP photo) * 


mui-'.Vduser: :o stop the symp- 
toms and f went back to sleep 
until four o'clock." 

Sabatini said she never in- 
tended to pull out of the quar- 
terfinal match and she felt bet- 
ter when she practised at the 
stadium iate in the afternoon. 

The Czech said after her Joss 
that there had been “too much 
fuss about nothing" over Saba- 
tini 's reported illness. 

"f heard a hour ir when die 
Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA) called me at the hole! 
to fell me that Gabriela was ill. 
I don't know why they called 
me.” Novotna said. 

Earlier Tuesday, top seed 
Steffi Graf tamed the power 
game of giant American teena- 
ger Lindsay Davenport to 
reach the semifinals. 

The German world number 
one was far too consistent for 
the towering, Davenport, win- 
ning 6-3, 6-2 in stifling heat on 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Delecour forges ahead 

MONACO (AFP) — Frenchman Francois Delecour turned on 
the power to forge clear at the head of the Monte Carlo Rally 
here Tuesday. Delecour. looking for his first win in the event 
after finishing runner-up last year, won all three special stages 
of the morning in his Ford Escort. That performance left him 
50 seconds clear of world champion Juha Kankkunen, in a 
Toyota Celica. with former world best Carlos Sainz of Spain in 
third in a Subaru, 1 minute 13 seconds off the pace. These 
three now seem the only realistic contenders — barring 
accidents — for the title. Delecour, starting each stage first as 
the rally leader, said; “I’ve been driving as dose as possible to 
the walls of snow at the edge of the course — that way, I can 
spray a bit of snow on the road for those following behind." 
Germany’s Annin Schwarz, who spun off yesterday and 
.blamed spectators for throwing ice on the road, was hit by 
..further, , 3 „b.olt broke , in th£ suspension of his 
Mitsubishi on the seventh stage andthen differential problems. 
od the next caused him to drop even further behind. £)f the 
186 cars which began the rally Monday, only 15 1 fined up for 
Tuesday’s start. 

Lehto undergoes neck operation 

LONDON (R) — Finnish Grand Prix driver JJ Lehto 
underwent an operation on his neck Monday following his 
crash at Silverstone and is expected to make a full recovery. 
Lehto suffered a damaged upper vertebra in a 240 km per hour 
crash at Silverstone’s Stowe corner during testing with his 
Benetton Formula One Team last Friday. A source close to 
the team said the 27-year-old Finn was not in a serious 
condition and was expected to make a full recovery. He can 
walk with do great discomfort and is expected to leave hospital 
by the end of the week. 

Ivic walks out on Porto 

LISBON (AFP) — Porto coach Tomislav Ivic quit FC Porto 
Tuesday, the club revealed. The 61-ycar-old Croatian joined 
the club after leaving Benfira following a string of bad results 
at the start of the 1992-95 -c.ison. FC Porto ore currently third 
in the Portuguese league bi-hind. Ben fid and Sporting Lisbon, 
who have recently sacked English coach Bobhy Robson. Ivic 
was under contract until the end of 1994. Fonner Porto coach 
Carlos Alberto Silva of Brazil is tipped to take over. 

Fencer kSIBed in ipsining tragedy 

RODEZ. France l A” l'"' — A French fencer was killed during 


CiftL? SMILES 

RENAULT 25-V6. AUTOMATIC, dark blue metallic. 
Duty unpaid, model 1S90. 

Full options, with ?.ir condition and climate control. 
Diplomatic features 

For more information call: 

Office (07:02-14:00) 5D8240/1 
Res. (after 14:00) 664906 


FOR RENT 

1. Furnished of unfurnished ground and floor apart- 
ment with separate entrance, garden and garage. 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 balconies, Italian kitchen, 
phone. Area of 250nr. located at 100 mefres north of 
Al Bustan Restaurant behind Jordan Times, Tomeh 
Smerale Si. 

2. Furnished or unfurnished villa 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, phone area o J 285m 2 surrounded with gar- 
den area of 750m 2 located at Engineers' Housing 
Region Umm Al Sumack, one km north of 7th Circle. 

.For information call 601179, 9 a.m.- 4 p,m, 
605596 after 4 p.m. 


a training accident here Monday. Gilles Malet, 20, a student 
from Toulouse, died when his opponent's blade pierced his 
protection at the armpit before snapping off. 

One in 25 caught by dope tests 

MONACO (R) — One in every 25 athletes taking out-of- 
competition dope tests last year were caught using steroids, 
the international Amateur Athletic Federation (lAAF) said 
Monday. The IAAF said the first year, of a major campaign 
against doping through random tests proved much more 
successful man taking samples from athletes during competi- 
tion. It said its Alts surprise tests, taken in 27 countries, found 
four per cent of athletes taking steroids, compared with a 
figure of only 0.06 per cent of positive tests during competi- 
tion. Athletes can obtain benefits in endurance and in 
muscle-building from taking steroids during training and still 
test negative TB Contpetition by dropping the drag- well before 
an. event. The IAAFs doping compusstbn and medical 
committee, meeting in Monaco, decided to step up the tests 
this year as part of its war on doping. The world governing 
body said it would almost double the number of out-of- 
competition tests in 2994 and visit some 50 countries. Last 
years enhanced drugs programme cost £300,000. 

Proof hints at possible return 

PARIS (R) — World Champion raring driver Alain Prost gave 
the broadest hint yet, hr a statement released Monday, that he 
may be seriously considering competing again this season. The 
Frenchman's former team McLaren have been trying to tempt 
Prost out of the retirement he announced while he was 
winning last year’s Formula One title for Williams. In a 
statement to the French daily Le Pa risiea, released Tuesday, 
Prost commented on an opinion poll commissioned by the 
newspaper which showed 54 per cent of the public favoured 
■ the driver going back to McLaren. “Since rumours have been 


statement said. ”1 have noted with pleasure the positive 
reaction to me by French public opinion. However, at the 
moment I cannot go any further in my plans for 1994. 
Whatever final decision I take, for which no deadline has been 
fixed, I know it will nor be easy.” Prost took a year off from 
the sport in 1992 after being fired by Ferrari and returned to 
van his fourth world title with Williams. He retired after a year 
of his two-year contract. 


Diplomatic Car For Sale 
(Due To Change of place of work) 

Mitsubishi Lancer, 1993 model, white colour, 
power steering, full automatic, stick shift. 
Mileage is 1 1 .000 km. in excellent condition. 
Duty free. 

Please call tei. 698830 


To all members of 

Jordanian Scandinavian 
Friendship Association 

Under the patronage of their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad, 
and on the occasion of Arbor Day. planting trees 
will take place on Friday, Jan. 28. at 1 1:00 a.m. at 
the Scandinavian Forest. Bring your lunch box if 
you wish. Presentation of any musical activities or 
other talents are welcome. For further information, 
please call 603703 (Ext. 7404/7411). 

Above arrangement is subject to weather condi- 
tions. 


centre court at Flinders Park. 

Grafs next rest is a semifinal 
Thursday against - Japan’s 
Date, seeded 10th, who beat 
third seed Conchila Martinez 
of Spain earlier in the day. 

“It wasi very hat.” said Graf, 
who was delayed on court for 
64 minutes by" the 16th seed as 
the temperature rose to 34 
degrees eelsius. 

’if there had been a third set 
or the rallies were longer, it 
might have been a problem. 
Bur I practised in the heat last 
week so it wasn't too bad," she 
said. 

“Lindsay has a lot of poten- 
tial and ir just depends what 
she’s going to do with it.” 

Graf, at 1.75 metres, gave 
away 15 cm to her 17-year-old 
opponent, who made too many 
errors to test the three-time 
Australian Open champion. 

“As she is that big ana tall, I 
think it is more difficult for her 


to move ^nd ? think she knows 
she can ge; t .j hirer shape 
physically'" i-.- ' aid. 

Davtnpo bbed the 
•‘tower of ■ said the 

novelty ot o. i an opponent 
who matefi; icr for power 
was discon^ r; irig. 

“My natyj..^' style is to hit 
the ball back harder, which 
probably w^^i’t too smart to- 
day because j was making a lot 
of errors,’* ' lffl id Davenport, 
who is looking forward to re- 
porting for at Murrieta 
Valley High School in Califor- 
nia Thursday. 

In the other match ambidex- 
trous Date, urged on bycheer- 
ina. flag-waring compatriots, 
delivered a hit -'right combina- 
tion to oust Martinez from the 
quarterfinals. 

Date switched her racket 
from hand to hand and clowned 
the Spaniard 6-2. 4-6, 6-3 to 
become only :he second 
Japanese woman ro make a 
singles semifinal at a Grand 
Slam tournamcm. 

Kazuko Sawanmisu made 
the semifinals here in 1973, 
losing to Evonne Goolagong. 
Sawamatsu helped coach 'Date 
when the new star was a 
junior. 

Dare, who is naturally left- 
handed. becan ploying tennis 
as a right-hander but hit a 
handful "of shots with her left 
hand during the march — most 
of them successful. 

“I don't really practise with 
my left hand, bur a docs some- 
times happen during a match 
that it teels more natural." 
Date said. 


! Leeds to ban Yobs for life 


LONDON (AFP) — Leeds 
United are to ban for life the 
Yobs who the ruined the mi- 
nute's silence for the late Sir 
Matt Busby before their en- 
glish premiership defeat at 
Blackburn last Sunday. 

The chib’s executive board 
announced Tuesday that Those 
who chanted “there’s only one 
Don Revie” during the tribute 
to Sir Matt would be denied 
entry to all feeds matches. 

The Yorkshire club have 
launched a hum for the hooli- 
gans. Videos and newspaper 
photographs are being scruti- 
nised by Leeds officials in the 
hope or kfentifiying those re- 
sponsibfe. 

“Much has been achieved 
over the last few years and the 
club is determined to continue 
its strenuous efforts to rid 
Leeds United of this unrutv 


element.” rhe clnb explained- 
in a statement. 

Leeds will 2 lso be making a. 
“substantia!” donation to 
Christie's hospital in Manches- 
ter. the charity chosen by Sir 
Matt's family,' and be. asking 
their fans to follow suit. 

Leeds did consider reintro- 
ducing a ban on their suppor- 
ters attending the club’s away 
matches, which was lifted four 
years ago. but ruled it out after 
lone discussions. 

“It was decided that this 
would be unfair on the large 
majority of supporters who 
were not involved and whose 
„ support the players weeiome 
<nvl appreciate .“they added.' 
^/ Furthermore, considers 
"tion 'was given to the situation 
in respect of ether clubs who 
the directors felt should not be 
penalised in this way.” 


Harding’s ex-husband 
offers evidence against her 


DETROIT t'R) — U.S. figure 
skating champion Tonva Hard- 
ing's ex-husband Jeff Giollooly 
has offered to give Harding .to 
investigators “on a silver plat- 
ter” as part of 3 plea bareain 
deal, according to a published 
report Tuesday. 

The Detroit. Free Press, cit- 
ing people familiar with the 
case, said Gillooly is trying to 
cut a deal with prosecutors in 
Oregon investigating the Jan. 6 
attack on skater Nancy Kerri- 
gan that put heT out of com- 
petition for the U.S. title. 


“Gillooly has told investiga- 
tors that he could serve her up 
on a silver planer," one such 
person told the newspaper. 

Giliooly's attorney Ron 
Daniels could net be reached 
for comment but a spokesr 
woman for Daniels told the 
Free Press no negotiations for 
a plea bargain were underway. 

“At this point, there’s no- 
thing going on.” she said. 

Gillooly, who had a stormy 
three-year marriage with 
Harding, is under investigation 
for the" attack on Kerrigan in 
Detroit. 


FURNISHED ELAT FOR SENT 

. In Western Shmeisani 

. Area 200 square metres, second floor, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, salon, living room, dining room, spacious 
kitchen. 3 bathrooms, separate central heating and 
telephone. _ 

Location. Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim Al Nimer 
Street, near Bilal Mosque, House number 24. 

CaBi teL: 685593 or 664256 


We advise you to visit 

Al Dalai EstsBriSsfemant 

Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 
ir For information, the price of an 

embroidered cuahlBfl to 

• J 



mggaaaaaatt 


FURNISHED 5EMI-V|L>A FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, halli paton, 2 bathrooms, 
modern kitchen, telephone, corral heating. 

Location: Officers Housing (fatal®’ Tabarbour, near 
Judges Housing Estate. 

Tel. 776276 Dr. Oseud Abbas 


Taiwan 1 


Cinema 


Tet.: 6341441 IGn 


Ahmad Zof.i e: 


TihiG E-sd7? s s 


(Arabic) 



TcL: 


,.v. 


NabH 6 Htoham** Td - : GS ? SS 



Kim Basinger — in 

9y Stepmother 
Is An Alien 

Steven Segal — in 


Shows: 12:JHI. 3: 15. S:W. 6:J0.8:3». Ufc3u 


presents a play entitled: 


A popular political comedy 
Adore: Abeer fssa, Daoud Jaiajef. Has 
san A) Sheer, Fuad ShomaJi 

m to rty japsann, 

TWwto «* «M «R ** 


Nabil and Hisham Thea-r^ 
presents 

AMara Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (pSay) 
daily al 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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Strong quake threatens Israel 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel faces the threat of a strong 
earthquake, the director of the country's seismology depart- 
ment war td Tuesday. “There’s no doubt that we are nearing 
this big , ‘-a: %uake," Gadi Shamir told a parliamentary 
committee j*- tate finances. It was likely to measure more 
than six on star Richter scale causing severe damage. State 
comptroller Miriam Ben Porat explained in her annual report 
that Israel was located in a “high risk" area in which hundreds 
of small tremors occurred each year. “All the experts agree 
there is a high probability of a strong earthquake in the next 50 
years,*' Ms. Ben Porat said. The most vulnerable area is 
northeast Israel, near Tiberian lake. The last major earth- 
quake was in 1927. at the time of British mandated Palestine. 
Three hundred people were killed and more than 1.000 houses 
collapsed. 


Hurd testifies in arms-for-lraq inquiry 


LONDON (AFP) — Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd testified 
Tuesday he was “pretty sure" he was never told that British 
guidelines on military sales to Iraq had been relaxed in the 
period preceding the Gulf war. When he took office in 
October 19S9, he was handed -a Foreign Office position paper 
on Iran and Iraq intended as a “crash course” on the 
political-military' situation in the Gulf at the time, Mr.. Hurd 
told an arms-to-Iraq inquiry. But he said the paper had not 
gone into detail on government guidelines on military sales to 
the two countries, and moreover, he had had little chance to 
read into the job in detail before starting to take decisions. 
“There is no honeymoon or handover period,” said Mr. Hurd. 
“You are not given an opportunity to sit beside your 
predecessor before you have to start taking decisions." 


55 killed in south Sudan measles epidemic 


KHARTOUM (R) — Authorities have declared a state of 
emergency of Sudan's southern Equatoria region after an 
outbreak of measles killed 55 children, a Khartoum newspaper 
reported Tuesday. The government-owned Al Sudan Al 
Hadith said the deaths occurred in Kwoda area 40 kilometres 
northwest of Juba, southern Sudan's main town. About 200 
others had caught the ailment in the community of 15,000 
people, all medical personnel, staff of Voluntary organisations 
working in the medical field and the medical services adminis- 
tration in the area have been called in to try and contain the 
epidemic, it said. Health authorities have rushed in emergency 
drugs. 


Saudis halve Mecca quota for Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has halved the number of 
Iranians allowed to visit Islam's holiest shrines in Mecca for 
the annual pilgrimage, a newspaper here said Tuesday. 
Officials told an Iranian delegation visiting Saudi Arabia that 
they had reduced the quota for Iran’s pilgrims to 60.000 
against 120.000 last year, Salam reported. It said the delega- 
tion criticised the decision as “illogical." An official from 
Iran's Martyrs Foundation, which looks after the families of 
war victims, told the paper that the foundation had also been 
forced to halve the number of its pilgrims, from 3,000 to 1 ,500. 


Iraq paper urges Turkey to end embargo 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iraqi army newspaper Tuesday urged 


Turkey to end its economic boycott of Iraq, saying its support 
U.S.-led coalition during the Gulf war had hurt it 


for the 

profoundly, according to the state-run Iraqi News Agency. 
“What is needed is a serious effort to lift the blockade of Iraq 
and restore normal economic relations, which is an indispens- 
able step towards 'salvaging Turkey from its unjustifiable 
dilemma,” according to the repo^t.momtored in Nicosia. "The 
Turkish president, premie! Bita political party leaders realise 
now the size of the ecqrojflic^and political dilemma that has 
started to face Turkey said the news agency, quoting the 
Defence Ministry daily AI Qadissiyyah. Ankara's support for 
the aggression against Iraq harmed Turkey economically, 
politically and historically, the newspapers said. 


Turkish woman cuts off lover’s penis 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — A Turkish woman sliced off the penis 
of her lover after be announced he was leaving her in a copycat 
version of the Lorena Bobbitt case in the united States, the 
daily Hurriyet reported Tuesday. A hospital in Ankara 
surgically reattached the penis of victim Abdullah Kemal 
Konak, a garage security guard. The woman. Zeynep Atici, 
whose age and job were not revealed, was reportedly on the 
run. She was siad to have bound Mr. Konak by his hands and 
feet when he was too drunk to resist. The operation on Mr. 
Konak lasted four hours, but it will be a week before surgeons 
know whether he will recover all his sexual capabilities, 
hospital officials said. 


Protestant leader goes missing in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian ! Armenian leader of 

A Protestant sect in the Middle East has been missing since 
last week, bis Assembly of God church said here Tuesday. An 
official of the church told AFP that Hike Hosepian had 
disappeared last Wednesday on the way to Mehrabad airport 
in Tehran to receive a guest arriving from the central city of 
Esfahan. A newspaper said police were investigating the case. 
A police official, speaking to the daily Salam, denied Mr. 
Hosepian had been arrested. The Assembly of God has 
members in several countries of the Middle East, around 500 
of them in Iran, including Armenians, Assyrians and Farsi- 
speakers. according to Protestant church sources. 


VJ.S. Jews confer with Moroccan leaders 


RABAT (R) — A delegation from B'nai B’rith has met 
Moroccan Prime Minister Mohammad Karim Lamrani and 
government leaders in Rabat, the official news agency MAP 
said Tuesday. Ten members of the American Jewish group, 
led by its President Kent Schiner, discussed “possibilities for 
economic cooperation and the conditions in which B'nai B’rith 
could contribute to the development of foreign investment in 
Morocco,” the agency said. It is the second visit to Morocco 


Insecurity scares Sahara tourists away 


ALGIERS (R) — Insecurity in Algeria's Saharan region has 
scared off visitors, ruining tourism in the desert resort of 
Tamanrasset. the official agency APS said on Tuesday. It said 
Sahara tourism was “in a catastrophic situation” because of 
“the practically total absence of foreign tourists" during the 
peak winter season. It blamed the slump on “insecurity 
generated by acts of banditry int he last two years, directly 
related to illegal African emigration to Tamanrasset.'' a 
reference to the influx of people fleeing hardship and political 
problems in neighbouring states. It added tht “after painful 
events like the taking of French hostages and the assassination 
of foreigners." the number of tourists fell to zero by 
December. 


Arafat’s bodyguards to be trained in U.S. 


TUNIS (AP) — Yasser Arafat is sending a group of his most 
trusted men to the United States for specialised training to 
enable them to become his bodyguards when he moves to the 
occupied territories, sources said Tuesday. Sources dose to 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) said the group 
will involve several dozen men, mostly former PLO guerrillas. 
They are to travel to the United States next month for the 
U.S. -government-sponsored course, said the sources. The 
men will receive their rraining in undisclosed place under an 
agreement reached between the PLO and the u.S. administra- 
tion after Secretary of State Warren Christopher visited the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis in December, the sources said. 
Mr. Arafat's office and the U.S. embassy in Tunis would 
neither confirm nor deny the report. 


Baghdad exchanges 
suspend operations 


AM M A N ( AP) - 
Moneychangers have frozen all 
dealings in Baghdad following 
a calf for a crackdown on 
blackmarket dealings to check 
the beleaguered dinar’s 
plunge, residents and Amman 
dealers said Tuesday. 

“Not a single moneychanger 
is visible in Baghdad markets," 
said a resident reached by tele- 
phone from Amman. “Every- 
one is scared that a police 
roundup of moneychangers is 
coming.” 

The dinar, weakened by an 
economy staggering under a 
nearly 40-month international 
trade embargo plunged to 196 
to the U..S dollar on the black 
market Saturday and rose to 
around 175 dinars to the dollar 
before trading was suspended 
Sunday. 

Under the official rate, the 
dinar is worth S3.22 but the 
black market is widely toler- 
ated, apart from an occasional 
crackdown. 

The resident, who declined 
to be identified said exchan- 

t ers panicked after a hard' . 

itting editorial appeared 
Saturday in Babel, a free- 
wheeling daily run by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son, 
Uday. 

Babel balmed the Iraqi di- 
nar's dive on speculation by 
moneychangers whom it de- 
scribed as a "threat to national 
security." 

Al Tnawra, the ruling Baath 
Party's mouthpiece, called on 
security forces to intervene and 
impose “a responsible atti- 
tude... to curtail their 
(moneychangers) oppression... 
which is tantamount to enemy 
actions." 


In December, the Iraqi gov- 
ernment relaxed foreign ex- 
change regulations and 
allowed Iraqis to operate bank 
accounts in non-Iraqi currency. 

lire centra] bank also 
licensed 25 exchange houses, 
but the moves appeared to 
have done little to improve the 
situation. 


'Iraqi moneychangers art 
aid that the authorities wil 


are 

afraid that the authorities mil 
now launch proceedings 
against them," said Sufian Ala- 
mi of the Alami Exchange 
House in Amman. ‘Trading 
had come to a total stop since 
Sunday." 

The dinar has steadily lost 
value since the United Nations 
imposed sweeping internation- 
al sanctions against Iraq fol- 
lowing the August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

. But the plunge this month 
was unprecedented and fol- 
lowed the United Nations' de- 
cision to maintain for another 
six months sanctions still in 
place pending Iraq's com- 
pliance with all ceasefire re- 
solutions. 

' The sanctions have deprived. 
' Baghdad of its oil exports, its 
main foreign exchange earner. 

The United Nations has 
offered Iraq a one-time sale of 
oil worth $ 1.6 billion to pay for 
urgent humanitarian needs and 
U.N. costs, but Baghdad has 
rejected the conditions, saying 
they infringe on its 
sovereignty. 

Food and medical supplies 
are exempt from the sanctions. 
But Iraq has exhausted its fore- 
ign currency reserves and now 
says it has no more cash to pay 
for them. 

Baghdad has - been rallying 
for lifting the embargo. 


Palestinian alliance 


names leadership 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 
AMMAN — An alliance of 
hardline Palestinian factions 
has named a leadership council 
to direct their quest to wreck 
the Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
deal, activists said Tuesday. 

The 20-member council of 
the Alliance of Palestinian 
Fortes war fojmcdfiduang a 
Jan. 19 mecting(itv|th?n&ynan 
capital, Damascus, they said. 

The council members in- 
clude Ahmad Jibrif of the 
Popular Front for the libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC), Nayef 
■Hawatmeh of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and Moham- 
mad Musa of Fateh-Uprising. 

Each faction named its 
secretary-general and a deputy 
to the council, except the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP), 
whose leader George Habasb 
preferred to stay away because 
of cardiac ailments, the activ- 
ists said. 

Ibrahim Ghosh eh, a council 
member and Amman-based - 
spokesman for Hamas, said the 
group will meet in Damascus 
again by mid-February to elect 
a president. 

Delegates to that meeting 
will endorse a statute for the 
alliance, he said, adding that • 
“the next phase will witness 
serious endeavours to confront 
the so-called Israel-PLO peace 
accord and escalate the Palesti- 


nian uprising against the Zion- 
ist enemy.” 

The Damascus-based 
alliance, formed in December, 
joins 10 factions with ideolo- 
gies as disparate as Marxism 
and Islamic fundamentalism. 

The Marxists oppose PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
agreement for limited self-rule 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
&$kfginr-GAM Sfiib. They say 
rtieifagreement /falls Short- of 
.fulfilling Palestinian aspira- 
tions for an independent state. 

Hamas and other Islamic 
fundamentalist groups in the 
alliance say they want nothing 
less than Israel's destruction. 

The council members are: 

Abu Al Mustafa and Abu 
Ahmad Fouad of the PFLP; 

Nayef Hawatmeh. and Ram- 
zi Rabah of tbe DFLP, 

Ibrabim Ghosheh and. 
Mohammad Nazzal of Hamas, 

Ahmad JibriJ and Talal Naji 
of the PFLP-GC; 

Mohammad Musa and Abu 
Fakher of Fateh-Uprising; 

Fathi Shiqaqi and Isam 
Amer of Islamic Jihad-Pales- 
tine; 

Issam Al-Qadi and Sami 
Qandeei of Hizbollah-Pales- 
tine; 

Khaled Abdul Majid and 
Haitham Abdul Kader of the 
Popular Struggle Front. 

Abu NidaJ Al Ashkar, and 
Ali Aziz of the Palestine Li- 
beration Front; and 

Arabi A wad and Abdullah 
Al Nimr of the Communist 
Revolutionary Party. 



NATIONAL DIALOGUE: Ali Kafi, head of the 
five-man High State Council of Algeria, arrives 
at tbe Palace of Nations, where an Algerian 


national conference aimed at ending two yea^of 
militant violence opened Tuesday (see story 
inside) 


Israel seeks Turkish water 


ANKARA (R) — Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman said Tues- 
day his country was seeking to 
buy water from Turkey ana to 
cooperate in military matters, 
trade and tourism. 

“Israel is a potential buyer 
of water," Mr. weizman told a 
news conference in Ankara a 
day after talks with Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel. 
“We lack water. You have 
water in abundance. 

“The president and I discus- 
sed the possbility of purchasing 
water,” he said. 

Mr. Weizman, on the first' 
state visit by an Israeli presi- 
dent to Turkey, said his discus- 
sions had focused on Turkish 
rivers which flow to the 
Mediterranean. “This water is 
now wasted,” he said. 

Foreign Ministry sources 
said construction had begun on 
a filling station to hotel 180 
million cubic metres of water 
from the Manavgat River, east 
of the southern resort of 
Antalya. 

The water, to be transported 
by sea from an offshore ter- 
minal, would be up for render 
once the station is completed 
next year. Israel had expressed 
■keen interest, the sources said. 

Water is a frequent source of 


friction in the thirsty Middle 
East. Turkey is increasing con- 
trol of the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates rivers, which rise in its 
territoiy, through its huge dam 
and irrigation scheme, the 
southeastern Anatolian project 
(GAP). 

Mr. Weizman, due to visit 
the GAP region on Wednes- 
day, said Syria and Iraq, 
alarmed by Turkey's grip on 
regional water supplies, had no 
need to worry about the Man- 
agvat project. 

“If Syria is worried, if Iraq is 
worried, there is no neea," 
Mr. Weizman said. “No one is 
intending to deprive any of the 
neighbour countries of water.” 

Mr. Weizman said he and 
Mr. Demirel had agreed to 
initiate technical talks on a free 
trade accord and to cooperate 
in the fields of tourism, tech- 
nology, security and defence. 

“All military establishments 
over the world are trying to 
convert military know-how ... 
to civilian fields.” he said. 

“There are also great possi- 
bilities for spin-offs," Mr. 
Weizman added. "The military 
establishment in both our 
countries is very big. I hope we 
can find a way to cooperate, 
exchange knowledge, and find 


mutual benefit through joint 
ventures.” 

He is accompanied by repre 
senta fives of Israel’s military 
aviation and hi-tech industries 
as well as 22 businessmen and 
Israeli Central Bank Governor 
Jakob Frankel. 

Asked if Israel and Turkey 
planned to cooperate against 
"terrorism,” Mr. Weizman 
said it was ‘Yery difficult to ask 
a country to cooperate physi- 
cally'’ in another's antiter- 
ror fight, but added that 
“cooperation in know-how. in 
training and exchanging in- 
formation" was possible. 

The Turkish government has 
been fighting for the _past_ 10 
years against separatist Kur- 
dish Labour Party guerrillas in 
the southeast. The struggle has 
cost more than 10,500 lives. 

Mr. Weizman said Turkey 
held a key position in a volatile 
region and could be a factor for 
stability. 

“Turkey talks to every- 
body," Mr. Weizman said. 
“Turkey is very much oriented 
on development of a future 
new Middle East, for which a 
lot depends on peaceful rela- 
tions with us. Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan.” 

Rare praise for Assad, page 2 


Mubarak: Militants doomed to fail 


CAIRO (R) — President Hos- 
niMnbaraktpld hfebbllce forte 
•Tuesday.'that the Muslim smilF 
tants movement was doomed 
to fail but the government 
would respect the law and hu- 
man rights in its campaign 
against political violence. 

In a speech on police day, 
after awarding posthumous 
medals to policemen killed by 
Muslim fundamentalists, Mr. 
Mubarak again accused un- 
named foreign powers of insti- 
gating the wave of violence 
which began almost two years 
ago. 


At least 279 people have 
been killed and 669 injured in 
the violence, most of them 
either policemen or members 
of underground Islamic groups 
which want to overthrow the 
government and set up a strict 
Islamic state. 


“The threads of the danger 
extend to a conspiracy by well- 
known foreign forces which do 
not want Egypt to be stable 
and to progress," Mr. Mubar- 
ak said. 

“The aim of these groups is 
to impoverish Egypt and ob- 
struct its progress in the in- 


terest of foreign powers which 
want EAypt a ihflfckletf by prob- 
lems ! ot Unemployment and 
poverty," he added. 

“But terrorism has no future 
in this tolerant land. It is 
doomed to failure and defeat. 
It will remain isolated and 
under siege until its roots are 
tom up,” he said. 

Egypt said countries such as 
Iran, Afghanistan, Sudan and 
Yemen nave helped the mili- 
tants, cither directly or by 
allowing them to train on their 
territory. 

Political analysts say that 
foreign influences have played 
a part in the wave of violence 
but that the fundamentalist 
movement is largely a response 
to local conditions. 

But Mr. Mubarak described 
the militant groups as “a small 
minority... outside the nationai 
mainstream, at odds with the 
spirit of the people and de- 
trimental to its interests.” 

"They will not be able to 
subdue the will of society and 
dictate to this country a course 
which leads only to ignorance, 
tyranny, oppression and pover- 
ty," he added. 

The president said the state 


could have used the wave of 
violence as the justjfipgfjorrfor 
draconian and exceptional me 
asures but it preferred to work 
within the law. 

“The arm of the state is 
strong and well able to uproot 
the elements of terrorism in 
the auickest possible time. But 
we do not want to violate the 
sovereignty of the law. 


"Police conduct will remain 
civilised, refraining from the 
methods of revenge and no one 
shall be punished for the 
crimes of another," he said. 

Egypt has been under 
emergency law since the assas- 
sination of President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981 and human rights 
groups say the police have tor- 
tured detainees and violated 
human rights in the fight 
against political violence. 


But the independent Egyp- 
tian Organisation for Human 
Rights said on Sunday that the 
militant groups bore most of 
the responsibility for recent 
deaths in th violence. 

Police hr irgely given up 
the practi "physically eh- 
minatinr ctea militants, 
it said. 


Freed Aideed aides join him in 
Kenya amid fresh peace moves 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Three 
newly-freed aides of Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed joined him in the Ke- 
nyan capital Nairobi Tuesday, 
officials said, amid fresh initia- 
tives to bring peace to war-torn 
Somalia. 

Genera] Aideed’s right-hand 
man and chief financier Osman 
Hassan Ali “Ato" flew into 
Nairobi from Mogadishu with 
his former co-detainees 
Mohammad Hassan A wale, 
Gen. Aideed's advisor on in- 
ternational affairs, and Omar 
Salad Elmi, the warlord's for- 
mer representative in 
Ethiopia. 

Gen. Aideed, who has been 
in Nairobi since U.N.-spon- 
sored peace talks m Addis 
Ababa collapsed in December, 
met President Daniel Arap 
Moi near the western Kenyan 
town of Nakuru on Tiiesdav 
morning, Kenyan officials saief. 

"We re preparing for further 
consultations with other fac- 
tions since Addis was a fai- 
lure," Gen. Aideed's spokes- 
man in Kenya, Abdul Latif 
Afdub, told AFP. 

A key Aideed ally, warlord 
Omar Jess, was also expected 
to arrive in Nairobi from Addis 
Ababa later Tuesday, Somali 
sources said. 

Sources close to Gen. 


Aideed said he had rejected a 
Kenyan proposal to broker 
new peace talks in Nairobi with 
his nval warlord and self-styled 
Interim President Ali Mabdi 
Mohammad. 

The sources said Gen. 
Aideed had bade Mr. Moi 
farewell on Tuesday as he 
planned to return to Moga- 
dishu “within two or three 
days.” 

Gen. Aideed has reportedly 
had trouble reviving negotia- 
tions in Nairobi between his 
Somali National Alliance 
(SNA) and his opponents in 
the group of 12 factions led by 
his rival Ali Mahdi. 

But he was expetted to try 
and organise a conference of 
the United Somali Congress 
(USC). including both his and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi's supporters, on 
his return to Mogadishu, the 
source said. 

The USC split into two 
opposing factions led by Gen. 
Aideed and Mr. Ali Mahdi 
after the 1991 overthrow of 
former ruler Mohammad Siad 
Barre, sparking civil war while 
famine gripped the country. 

Mr. Moi had attempted to 
launch a new initiative to re- 
concile Somalia’s warring clan- 
based factions. Kenyan offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Ato and the other two 


former detainees, freed last 
week with five other Aideed 
supporters, called for an end to 
inter-clan strife fast week after 
elders from the two warlords' 
clans signed a watershed peace 
pact. Their plea for reconcilia- 
tion bolstered hopes of peace. 

They complained of harsh 
treatment during more than 
four months in U.N. detention 
and said conditions had im- 
proved only after^hey went on 
a brief hunger strike. 

They were arrested during 
the U.N.'s four-month hunt for 
Gen. Aideed. which has been 
ended while an international 
commission is to apportion 
blame for clashes between 
Gen. Aideed’s militia. and 
U.N. troops that killed more 
than 70 peacekeepers and hun- 
dreds of Somalis. 

But Mr. Ato said Somalia 
should “forget and pardon the 
past" in comments that sharply 
contrasted with the latest state- 
ments by Gen. Aideed, who 
demanded an immediate end 
to the U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) and the 
withdrawal cif all its troops lost 
week. 

The intcr-dnn peace pact 
can succeed only if Mr. Ali 
Mahdi and Gen. Aideed them- 
selves make peace, political 
analysts and diplomats said. 
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U.K. colonel 
marries Bosnlar- - 
aid worker . 


LONDON (AFP) 

Bob Stewart, former afonfa; £ Jd ^ 
der of Britain's U.N.-trponji * 

Bosnia-Herzegovina has ^ 
ried the Swiss -aid wenri 
me t two years ago during- £ 


sjss 


frontline service, the press. 4 g|\. 
norted Tuesday. He mani^r 



ported Tuesday. He marii^ 
28-year-old Red Ctossrwwty 
Claire Podbielski in a privaaL 
ceremony at a register ® 
Weybridge, Surrey, 

There were two witnes^^ 
no other guests, papdi ^id 
Last year. Col. Stewart, 44 
returned from the ibrniet 
Yugoslavia and announced Jig 
was separating from Lizzie, h& 
wife of 20 years. Then drops' 
became final in November; 

Col. Stewart, who becogf&.||)p; 
chief of policy for nfe NoitlrrS^ 3 ' 
Atlantic Treaty Organisaf^”" w< 

(NATO) next month in Bi^ 
sels, said: “We wanted] 3 nd 

attract as little attentwoLw!^ 
possible, otherwise it ’wotiff^Tjneart 
have been hell.” Col. Stewt^^id rh< 
became widely known here-S 1 
the fifat British commaodert^^ jddre: 
get U-.N. humanitarian aid in rjjeo n 





central Bosnia as.well „ \Vashi 

ODtbnnfs-aSi'i?. 


emotional outbursts '?gaii& .‘"Cdafl 
tbe atrocities being ou 


by local forces. 

Jackson, son 
deny drug . 
allegations 




with b 


01 




«,Bn 2 Sti ,mn 

* ' me 1 


CHICAGO (R) — C^rigbji. jT _- 
leader Jesse Jackson and Iq. Joirian 
son Jonathan have- deaied^L jd«e uj finah 
report that the younger Jack, ar- 
son may have been invotatf‘$ • fat ^ 
a drag ring. The San Franchoj js'a resard 
Examiner reported Snrn^ij jir are 
that Jonathan Jackson haij drat 
been named as a suspect ia'> al! 
federal investigation of as : ]b*vr pro 
alleged international berdui 3 r probab 
smuggling ring. Reverend , C a they a 
Jackson told a news confenaa jhtfan has 
the allegations were tastiest -ftnydisa 
and said his son and all hk 
other children had 
“played by the rales.” He— 
tbe family intended to go-1p& 
the offensive” against^tjnf 
allegations. The Exaitiurt*; 

quoting,documents ffledhvS& 

Frandsio-Fb<^raI Cburt,~saHL Atjaijnjjr 
{federal- afeeriftf hfejiew#. kdadafeb 
younger JSflwm war“aN>ogfiS ^ m w, 
ble narcotics courier^ tcffm jjatann. ■' 
Oakland-based network wtKhjC ^ ^ 
involved high-ranking Nig^fiitt 
officials smuggling heroin from : ^ m 
South East Asia through Afiv, v 
ca and Europe to the United 
States. The ddcomints; 
according to the newspaper; 
describe wiretapped - _ photHr‘ _ i y a] , _ 
calls between the yonneg ; 8 . ' 

Jackson and a Nigerian citizen : ^ ^ J 


m - 

namiemne 


indicated as the network^ 


3 apnof at4 


alleged ringleader. In tbe con? 3 
versa tions, Jackson is said to saeL 
. use language — including the, 
words “oil” and ‘‘script *^ 7 wSyriar 
which investigators said IfltoGol' 
have been code words for ap; 1 

international drag deal The tyQjs (^f 
younger Jackson, a Gating Ityjggj 
stockbroker, told the . peace 

conference that “it is not aiqpk a®n | 0 
in America for a black, man id, ^ Damascus 
discuss oil with an African;”- ish.u. 
He said the man be had beer 5*^ - n ^ 
talking to was a legitimate; j ^ ' 
businessman with investmaat' ^ 

. interests in oil, television a|» p 
movie production. 

Cartland inspired - 
U.K.’s ‘backto 


basics’ policies 



LONDON (AFP) — 

Barbara Cartland, the r~ — . 
known for her vast output of 
romantic fiction, . has das;fj<» . • 
to be inspiration for ^Wr,. 
Minister John Major's 
bled plans for a return to v Ifs 

tional values. The 92-ycar^.' -DII iri , 
writer claimed that ribe.-fe 1 . 
spired Major's “baik .tC^r Vjo 
basics” campaign during ^ SjuJM 
lunch with the prime numswr 
and his wife Norma, accords?; ‘.^7 10 
to a report that first smfabedw ^ fo* 
the Sunday Telegraph. WL ’£2*111 
Major office at 10 
Street said “it was a'.pogfijfc yjjfofrl 
ity” that the pink-dad nbvepsfc- :;3cha, 
had planted the seed of-wr : v%. ■ 


planted the seed V -~* s . 

Major's campaign, which .'jStffite 
fired on his govenunent tor . mi 
lowing a series of scandals “af 

volving MPs. Asked by >n 
Major what was the source^ ‘hT 6 '" 
her success, Ms. Cartland ■,?* 


she replied “I gyve my.readeff ^i^j 
what they want — good 

” ,1 j-i j- , 'I .1 ' 


stories,” the Guardian ne*£'.C t|, e 
paper reported. But the now:- 
ist conceded m a televfcR® 7 ^%en r 
interview that »»» w, Maiiaf - * nil u 


interview that it was 
who took her idea of a retudj 1 
to traditional morality 
turned into the “back'Jwn aft , i 
basics” phrase that briefly ^ 
vived Mr. Major’s standi^. H1a n 

the Conservative- , 

conference last year. Hcwe^T- 
the campaign backfired 


the past' month as the Ctfe 3 


% 


servatfve have been - 

by sex and money scandals ^ v .. . 
accusations of hypocrisy., 

a . 






